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RETAIL PRICES COMPAREDO,
Cost of foodstuff s at home and abroad.
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The aboe. ohari ulves a compariton or the riss lai prie, lai Canada, the
United States, Great Britain and Germany au oompared wlth the. pre-war levai
lai eaeh case. ]EI in net la ouiparinon of the general1 levais of prise.

M A jN extrvaganit ideoas are current onthe. subject o! food ýControl anid prie.ý
of toods-,. The chie! as of siuch ideas is
teck 4o! information as Io the4 a1c111al factz.

Aý 6tudy of 1h. data vonkipilei by tii. Cenl-
adian Dtpartmiivit oif Libouir, will hriig <ut

the actulal fuicîs of t1lo change's (if pri*ces, Ill
Canadi(a and othur '11pri . Tc abour

it ab*ýo compilesAimr data: fre7in th-
Uniite.d States Bureau of Labour and the
Brkitish Boad1o Tradei.

The data show ]i w oi es f foodsý basl
*idvanced in each onr.Sal foods1, tro
sýeIeCtéi in such meiýnner als to represent a
hypical mn' fanily budge . Tho,
cost of this group of com itiS ao
Juiy, 1914, just before lb. war, bas; belen
tatken ge a standard of refe2rence, which is
counted as 100, for each country. The cost
of tic, sanie group is tien taken for cach
mionth élineeé and Pxpr4essed as, a pereentage-
of lb. pre-war coýst of July> 1914, The. series
of per4rnLagi) se ord out ils shown lu
the chart. Thus the, rise( o! priçes in each
country is graphically ,hown.

Tie. slarting point of each fine in the.
chart, belng the. prie level for eaeh country
in July, 1914, rersnsan actuaIly differ-
ent point for eaeh courntry. Conse-
quently the chart doffl not show the differ-
ece between the. prie. level. of the differ-
ent cotintries. It do.., show a comparison

betweun thie rise, of prices in each rouîîtry
ais basod on its own pre-war vveL,

It mnight ho fe8iiek compare thege-
eorlcs of li in ' 'iiianada and theUnte
Stw1 Wa . ltve] k an d bi set4 In t1ie twC

c ),iit ri,-ý are quit4,eo iampar al. 'Mr. R. 11.
Cenýts \ wolçed4'ý ouIlt a >oîaion of these,
pic le-vt !, for th 1eceîl( bt fore, the war

un is cost of LinRertin 1, kn
t>~ elvencomparable foodI-s;t1ufÊ la thie

hud ~ lït ofe byLe eatnn i bouir
1wfudtha:t pricee-, were hligher at thiat

ii( in th- Ilnit,d ýtat4ea tftan in Caniada.
Wrugfroin) his ba:sisý we find tlint ini

à1Iyv, P914, wie wure onfly paying $5,M3 for
itc fnood whichi cost tic, Amiric.ana on tho

arae$5.:~. Thius we s860 that even
thubourj price4 level has ritsin a littie

morerapily pncethe war than lias flint
ln thie Uiel tt the latter wae higher

aii the. outbreak of the war. 1[ow thie Coin-
parison stands to-dayj is shown later in the
submllittedý tableý. The. main thirugs to b.
nioted ber. aLre thiat while prie levels il, the
two couiitriee have rise4-n in very simiilar pro-
portion, the Canadian bas advanced a littho
mnore( rapidly than that of the United States
on the whole; that the. American level o!
prices achually f.11 during the. fîraI of the
war and olyv camge permanently above the.

starting point ini the second summner; and
that the Amnerican starting point was realIy
higher than that for Canada.

it would b.e difficult to compare the aCtUal
price levels of England and Canada. The.


