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A WRITER in M. A. P. cheerfully
LAdescribes life in the British

House of Commons in language
which might aptly be applied to the
ways and byways of Parliament Hill
in Ottawa. He says:

"Iln my wrath I have described life
in the Huse of Commons as boire-
dom tempered by divisions. To the
outside public and in the columns of
descriptive chronicies, the House of
Commons often appears to be one
great thrilling drama,-with every mo-
ment filled with some mighty speech,
soute vivid scene, some outburst of
enthusiasm, a personal encounter of
Titans. But it is with the bouse of
Commons in the newspaper descrip-
tion as with life in ail literature; that
isý to say, it is flot life as a whole, but
life taken at certain brief moments
of exciement, of passion, of the
dramatic, not life in îts general grey
dead level of the ordinary, the duli,
the wearisome.

The real life of the Member of
Parliament is spent in loafing in the
lobby, in empty gossip over the. most
trivial and passing incidents, in see-
ing constituents, in reading over and
over agali one newspaper after an-
other-in ail the laborious processes,
in fact, to which men resort in the
drearyý occupation of killing time.

Ministers in charge of some great
department or of some important bill,
who have their rooms -for work in the
bouse of Commons or whose minds
are absorbed in doing thingsý-men in
that position have plenty to occupy
them; but the ordinary member who
<lees not take an active p art in the
House of Conmmons and who bas been
accustomed to make the most of his
time, finds the House of Commons
one of the bitterest of disillusions.

The Explorer in the House.
I have rarely seen a member of the

House of Commons reveal so, palpably

CHATS
Rostand's Receipt.

1WHEN Edmond Rostand is in
Paris, one of the things lie
loves to do is to spend an

hour or. two in the old print shaps
on and near the left bank of the
Seine.

The other morning he was turning
over a portfolio of pictures, when a
very pretty Anwrican girl burst inta
the shop. She chose her picture,
paid for it, and asked the sbopkeeper
to give ber a receipt as she was buy-
ing tbe picture for a friend. The man
was rather embarrassed.

"I-I arn afraid I can't," he said.
"You sec, I arn not the owner of the
sbop. Hie has gone out ta luricheon;
1 arn only lookn after it for him,
and-and 1 don't lcrow how to write."

Then the man had a sudden in-
spiration. "But this gentleman is an
old customer," he said, "he'hl give you
a receipt for me, I arn sure."

And it was flot until ber return
bomne that the American knew what
a prize sht hlad secured for ber auto..
grapli album.

In Gay Berlin.
D~ ERLIN is ran)idlv becominoe the

this etat d'ame as Stanley. He wan-
dered about the lobbiies with a curious
lost air. He spoke to very few and
seemed then, as perhaps he always
was, a very lonely and a very detacli-
ed -individual. From the House lie
would wonder into the reading room,
that favourite resort of the member
of Parliament who finds, time hanging
heavy on bis hands. For it is the
room in which the newspapers from

>ail parts of the country are kept, and
newspaper reading is the modemn
metbod of killing time-the modern
and one of the most deadly.

He also appeared to 'spend a great
deal of bis time in writing letters, an
onerous. duty, especially in the case
of a man who, like Stanley, repre-
sented a huge'constituency. His. own
feelings with regard to the bouse of
Commons are best expressed in the
foilowing extract from bis book:

"Long ago the bouse of Commons
had lost its charmi for me. It does
flot approacb my conception of it. Its
business is conducted in a shilly-shally
manner which makes one groan at
the waste of lufe. It is said to begin
at 3 p.m. Prayers are over at 3.10,
but for the following twenty minutes
we twiddle our fingers; and then com-
mence the questions.

These questions are mainly from
the Irish party, and of no earthly in-
terest to anyone except themselves,
but even if tbey were, the answers
miglit be printed just as the questions
are, and that would save an hour for
the business of debate. A memiber
soon learns how wearying is debate.
Out of 62o members some twenty of
-thrn -have taken it upon tbemselves,
with the encouragement and permis-
sion of the Speaker, to debate on
every matter connected witb the Em-
pire, and after we have heard their
voices some fifty times, howeverin-
teresting their subjects may be, they
naturally become very monotonous."

ABOUT CITIES
pia, into African scenery. The desert,
the pyramids, and the sphinx, 'tbe
streets and bazaars of Cairo, the
harems of wealtby Egyptian Moslems
and many other characteristic fea-
tures of Egyptian lufe were sbown
with remarkable realism.

The crawd was so great that
dancing becanie impossible, and the
guests had ta content themselves with
promenading tbroughout the building
and drinking champagne at small
tables, served by dark-eyed, Oriental-
costumned beauties drawn mostly f rom
the east end of Berlin.

English as She i. agt
]ENGLISHI methods of education

are much talked about in France
and entbusiasts are constantly urging
the authorities to introduce them, or
some of tbem, into Paris.

Tbe other afternoon one of these
enthusiasts sougbt for and obtained
an interview with Monsieur Briand,
France's Socialist Premier.

",Have you ever thought, Monsieur,
how useful it would be to send some-
one ta Engiand to study Englisb pub-
lic school lufe?"

"Yes,"~ Monsieur Briand answered,
"curiously enougli, the same idea has

been in niy mind for some time past.
I amn thinking of sending M~adame

Pa lady wbo speaks perfect Eng-
lisb, over ta Cambridge, wbere she
will study English public scbool if e
on the spot."'

Not the least funny part of the
story is the fact that tbe enthusiast
was delighted. He had no notion
that one could flot study the lfe of
the public school at Caius or Trinity
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