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T IROUGH ail the centuries men have risked dan-rmperiodicaily sweep over Christendom. A period of re-
ger and death seeking treasure. Adventurers à lgous excitement begins ini Wales and before we know it
hav ialdsrnem5eiu esadple aadian cities feel the tide with .scores of c urrents
trated trackless continents since the days when nightly. It is an inteneyitrstn udfo th

Joshuaand lus compamions wen.t out to spy out theln k.ii< sel cholosn ist. orth
of Canaan for the lsraehites. p> ycogit g

b$ut we can't ail be adventurers. Circumstances permit Precisely analogous, though working amnong a dif-
oniy isolated indiviciuals to, roua into the suient places. ferent set of men and women, are the gambling fevers.
Lonisequently, only a comparatively lew can f ail unider Staid business men 'of the world, who would scoif at the
the speil of discovery wîth its untold dangers and m1anifestations of enthusiasmn at a revival meeting as
rare successes. TJhis arrangement would be unbearably simple liinacy and who would pity the emotional folk
inequitable for mankind as a whole had flot a great who take part in themi, wii go down on the stock ex-
pubic benefactor invented share comparues, anld J.ater, change and mnake themiselves look ridiculous iii coin-
anothier benefactor, stock exchanges. Since then the parison. Or another, scorning the weakling who i re-
humblest amnoug us and the bedriaden ivalid can share ligious eiithusiasmn planks $100 on the plate in thec hope
lu ahl the sensations a.nd thriils of the treasure-leverea of buying a share in celestial futures, will i a gablmg
expiorers. Uf one cannot go to the foot oflthe rainbow frenzy throw $io,ooo away -on the chance of getting
alid its pot of gold, the pot of gold is brought hither wealth for a few short years on earth. And the other
and dangled before one's eyes. Tlie perils of grasping it day a mistake of a figure ina telegrami making the New,
are not physical but they are noue the less reai. I1 iey York price of, a stock appear to be $î .00 a share'imore
Iliclude loss of honour, of position, of 'self'-respect, oi than it actuaily was, caused i Cobalt brief scenes
home and ail else that fIde hois dear. But tis prevents of emotional enthusiasmw that put the wildest camp
no class fromi taking part inthe gamne. 'lhe grecLofkquick meeting of. the old days to shame.
gold is by no means coulined to the gambler's table in The greateat gambling outbreaks occur aiter imipor-
the back roomn, i the red lighit district. It is perche(, tant mninerai discoveries. There is something about
over the respectable liresides everywhere. And we are diggig treasure out of the ground that fascinates men
nearly every one of us, ready to take the gambler's and unhinges thoir caution. The South Sea Scheme and
chance il we can do so circumspectly. the gamibling fever that followed i its wake were based

lu ordiary times men conceai tilis weakness and live upon the new discoveries of gold and silver i South
quite respectable lives, putting their savings i the bank Amierica. We smile fromn our point of vantage and
or handixig it over to their wives. But periociicaily the superior wisdomn at the foolhardiess opf the simple
gamibling lever breaks forth like an epidenic. N o quar- English folk who went wild over absurd projecta in
alitie can stop it and. thiere i.s no cure. Like a lever those benighted eighteenth century .days. We mnarvel
it must run its course. Smailpox or the plague neyer that a £i,ooo,ooo stock company promnoted for the pur-
travelled with the same speed, nor were they ever s0 pose of manufacturig a wheel for perpetual motion,
um11versal i their attack. The symptoms include the fouind ready takers and we are frankly incredulous of the
wildest excitement and recklessness, and it would alniost statement that a man sellig shares for a company "for
appear at times that the reason was affected. We are carrying on an undertaking of great advantage but no-
iot uiiaccustomed to such outbreaks i single idividuals, body to know what it is" shouid be besieged by clamor-
but when whole nations sufler in the saine way it somne- ig crowds, and sell 1,oo0 shares in five hours.
What shakes our faith i the stability of humnan nature. Our tears for our benighted forefathers keep us fromn
And it is flot au unusual thing for whole cominunities to distinguishig the beami in our own eye. We are not
fix their mmid on one object and go miad in the pursuit of improved : rather the reverse.


