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Girls of the Chorus in "Somewhere Else," a New Musical Comedy.

PLAYS, 0F THE NEW YEAR
Including a Bible Play, a Fairy Play and a Children's Theatre

By J. E. WEBBER

PLAYS based on te "inspred word" ave not
always been inspired works of art. Fre-
quently they bave failed to qualify eitber as
entertainmien't or drama and, at times lacking

in sincerity, tbey bave, mioreover, tended to sbock
the reverent in mood. "Joseph and His Bretbren"
ia bappy exception to aIl tbese experiences. Ou~t

af tbe rich, colourful material ta be found in the
sacred narrative of "the dreamner,", Mr. Louis N.
Parker, author of "Disraeli," "Pomander Walk," and
"Drake," bas written a beautifully impressive
pageant play, which tbe Liebler Co. have mounted
with a prodigality that by comparison at least dwarfs
either "The Garden oïf Allah" or "Tbe Daugbter
of Hleaven," which preceded it, at the Century
Theatre. The play follows for the most part the
Old Testament narrative, tbe action proceeding
f rom the tents of Scbehen, wbere we find Jacob
rejoicing ini the majority of bis last horn child,
joseph, son of Racbel, and wbere be presents hiîn
with the "coat of rnany coIours," wbile the brothers
stand by bitter and envious of tbe favours shown
hiun. The scenes whicb follow are "The Wells af
Dothan," "Jacob's Tent," "The flouse af Potipbar,"

"Pninbr'sGarden." "Zuleika's Room," "The

uinfortunate enterprise had in contemplation. Tbis
tiny playhouse is also said ta be the only institution
of its kind in tbe world-a distinction many will
conternplate with mixed emotions. Only~ in a
prodigously wealthy American city like New York
would such luxuriaus provision for the entertain-
ment of children be tbought of, perbaps. ,And onlv
under tbe conditions of en~nui, ta which'sucb sur-
roundings predisjiase youtb, could cbildren be f aund
sufficiently unimaginative enougb ta need it. Tbe
imagination ai children within the experience oi
mast ai us, at least, bas always been sufficient ta
create its awn ilusians, witbout any assistance froam
stage carpenters or wig-makers. And for that mat-
ter s0 was that ai grown-ups not longer ago than
I&lizahetbau days. But the cbildren's theatre is
bere, along witb a new generation ai children, and

however they stop. Fainies know thisý for, of course
faîies visit: dolls' houses-that is, wh4en doîls are-,
agreeable and nice, flot, however, when they areý
proud or had-tempered. Performances take place
every afternoan at four o'clock, and on Saturdays
at ten a.m., in addition.

i GOOD LITTLE DEVIL" is the narne of the"Afairy play ,ybicb Mr. Belasco bas provided
for grown-up folles. !t bas been adapted by'Austin
Strong f romn a fairy play wbicb Madame Rostand
and ber son Maurice played in Paris some years
ago. H-ere is tbe story: Once upon a time there
lived in the northern part of Scotland a littie boy
wbose aunt made bimi live in a garret: with tbe rats.
She starved bim and clad bim in rags, wbile ail
the time boarding up money, sent ber by 'a rich
uncle, for bis bringing up. But the f ainies inter-
vened, and one nigbht wben be was sent to bed, sup-
perless, tbey came to his garret bringing littie
Tboughts-from-afar wbo bad seen bis matber in
beaven, She brougbt three kisses for' hini, one for
memory, one for love, and one for" courage.
Equipped witb tbese and befriended by a wanderinig
poet, tbe boy, wbo proved always a "good little
devil," bas mnany experiences and adventures in tbe
real world. Finally, having ,been tested and tried,
hie cornes home to the garden of bis blind little sweet-
heart to find tbat tbe fairies bave restored ber'sigbt.
Tben everyone gets his deserts. Tbe wicked are
punished, the virtuous rewarded, the boy marries
bis sweetheart and bath live bappy ever after. Mr.
Belasco bas sbown bis customary skill in producing
a perfect illusion of fairy land.

T HEpplaiyo elcrof plays was agarn mii-
ini tbree acts by Harry James Smnitb, baving for its
f oundation a plan to steal a valuable prayer rug
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