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ANNO VICESIMO PRIMO ET VICESIMO SECUNDO

Victoree Reginee.

CAP. XCOIX.

An Aect to provide for the Government
of British Columbia.

[2d August, 1858.}

IIEREAS, divers of Ier Majesty’s Subjects and others have, by
Wthc Licence and Consent of Her Majesty, resorted to and settled
on certain wild and unoccupied Territories on the North-West Coast
" of North America, commonly knowu by the Designation of New
Caledonia, and from and after the passing of this A ct to be named British
Columbia, and the Islands adjacent, for Mining and other purposes;
and it is desirable to make some temporary Provison for the Civil
Government of such Territories, until- permanent Settlements shall
be thereupon established, and the Number of Colonists increased;
Be it therefore cnacted by the Queen’s most excellent Majesty, by
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem-
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the Authority of the same as follows:
L British Columbia shall, for the purposes of this Act, be held
Boundaries of British 10 comprise all such Territories within the Dominions of Iler Majesty
Colunbia, as are bounded to the South by the Frontier of the United States of
America, to the East by the main Chain of the Rocky Mountains,
to the North by Simpson’s River, and the Finlay Branch of the
Peace River, and to the West by the Pacific Ocean, and shall include
Queen Charlotte’s Island, and all other Islands adjacent to the said
Territorics, except as hereinafter excepted.
II. It shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by any Order or Orders to
Her Majesty by Ocder in be by Her from Time to Time made, with the Advice of Her Pri
Gonneil may make or_pro- Council, to make, ordain, and establish, and (subject to such. Con-
t e e e maling of Laws ditions or Restrictions as to Her shall seem meet) to authorize and
Majesty’s Subjects and empowersuch Officer as She may from Time to Time appoint as -
others in British Columbia Governor of Dritish Columbia, to make Provison for the .Admin-
istration of Justice thercin, and generally to malke, ordain, and
establish all such Laws, Institutions, and Ordinances as may be
necessary for the Peace, Order, and good Government of Her Ma-~
jesty’s Subjeets and others therein; provided that all such Orders in
Council, and all Laws and Ordinances so to be made as aforesaid,
shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament agsoon as conveniently
may be after the making and Enactment thereof respectively. . -
IIIL. Provided always, That it shall be lawful for Iler Majesty, so
soon as She may deem it convenient, by any such Order in Council
erMajesty mayestablish as aforesaid, to constitute or to authorize and empower such Officer
a local Legislature in Brit- to constitute a Legislature to make Laws for the Peace, Order, and
ish G olumbia. good Government of British Columbia, such Legislature to consist
of the Governor and a Council, or Council and Assembly, to be ecom-
posed of such and so many Persons, and to be appointed or elected
in such Manner and for such Periods, and subject 4o such Reg-
ulations, as to Her Majesty may seem expedient, o



