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And the conclusion Ioeame to was, that if there was a single, modest,
gentie, unassumning individual in ail t.he crowded scenes, that individual
was the heir to the throne aif Great Britain and Ireland, wîith ail the
colonies and dominions - himsel.f.

The -Northern Railway

On the l5th October, 1851, the friends of' railway progress had the
pleasure of' witnessing the turning of' the ±'irst sod of the Ontario,
Simcoe and Huron - now the Northern Railway - by the Countess of' Elgin,
assisted by His Excellency the Governor General, ini the presence, it ray
be said, of' ail Toronto - miriieters of' state, professors of' the Univer-
sity an~d Upper Canada College, and a crowd of' other dignitaries and
cîtizens, The zysterious nature of' the cerenony to the untutored masses,
the brilliant prospects of' commerce ta the mercantile class, the perfect
no'elty of the occasion ta ail, mnade it perhaps the liveliest event which,
Toronto has experienced.

The r'eal hera of~ the day was Fr'ederic Chase Capreal - a man with a
teuperamt su enhsastic as ta excpose him tu the charge of' eccentri-
city, but who has lived ta see his brightest visions respecting this
vaad more theau realized, althoiugh the rew-ards aof his energy ha8, as is

ntuuua3l, gone tu other mn.

The population of Toronto was then 27,000 but has since (1884) grown
tu over 10., 00, including the suburbs. The r'ailroad was opened for
trafic on tle6th May, 18$53. The seon locomotive engine was buil.t


