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_Putting Trees in a Treeless Land
110w the Men and Women of the prairies are being helped to better

homes and higher profits

By Angus Graham Cooch
Assistant-Lecturer, Western Campaigns of the Canadian Forestry Association

"In that school of eighteen pupils, only three had ever seen a tree and
there are thousa'nds living on the prairie to-day who have never seen

one big enough to climb."

IT 15 NOT my intention to outlineherewith the history of the Cana-
dian Forestry Association's Tree

Pl anting Campaîgn but to give the
readers an> idea of the problems and
experiences encountered while carry-
ing on with the Tree Planting Car
during the past few months.

We have been travelling over what
one could caîl old ground, that is to
say country visited on previous oc-
casions, and consequently we have had
an excellent opportunity to observe
at first hand whether or not our
information is reaching the right
people and what they
are doing with it. The
g.ratifying thing about
it is that we are finding
traces at every place
Visited for the second
tirne, that the informa-r
tion we have been able
to give is being used.
'We get proof of this in
the form of new Plant-
i ng s around h o me,
school and church
grounds, boulevarding
Of streets, planting of
s1nall town parks and
ceineteries and in num- Te ln
erous other ways. In- re ln
terest in tree plaliting has neyer
been greater and we are kept busy
from morning tiil night attending
tO visitors at the car, going with
OWDers in town and country to inspeet
their places, laying out school and
church grounds, cemeteries, parks
and boulevards with groups of busi-
ness men from the towns, and carry-
Ing on with our usual lectures, We
have the school children through
.the day and at night give our regular
lecture to. the aduits. The sehoel
Inleet1ngs are so arranged that the
Jowver grades will be kept separate
froin the older and more advanced
Students. The tots are.given a movie
ýh'ow and a few simple words on
tees, while the senior pupils are

giyen the regular illustrated lecture.
Th little ones are most enthusiastie

and receive the movies with loud
cries and shouts. In many cases it is
the first time they have ever seen
such a thing and the remarks of the
youngsters are consequently amusing
and sometimes pathetic. One little
girl was frightened of the dark. She
liked the pictures but the dark was
too much for her and she gave way
to tears. She was taken to the back
of the car, comforted as well as
possible and finally quieted. By this
time she was well acquainted with
the writer and the following conver-
sation passed between them:

lng Lecture Car of the Canadian Forestry A

"God's in every house, is'nt Hie
mister ?"

"Yes, IIe's in every house."
"He's up the chimney with Santa

Claus, is'nt Hie?"
"Yes, He's up there too."
She was quiet for three or four

minutes but the little mind was
working ail the time. "Weil then,
where is he in this house; there's no
chimney ?" This followed by another
outburst of tears and a hard job to
convince the little lady that the
ventilator over the ,gas light was
chimney enough.

Rad neyer seen a Tree

On another occasion while showing
a film entitled «"Capturing Live
Bears" in which a guide is seen

climbing a tree after a cub, one of the
littie fellows cried out in sheer
amazement, "Oh look at the man
climbing the telephone pole". The
poor littie chap had neyer seen' a
tree big enougli to climb and had
taken this fine specimen of a spruce
for one of the native prairie tele-
phone poles. In that school of
eighteen pupils, only three had ever
seen a tree and there are thousands
living on the prairie to-day who have
neyer seen one big enough to climb.

The older pupils, both Public and
High Sehool, are the finest lecturing

materjal we can find
anywhere. Used to,
being spoken to at
sehool, stili at the stage
where they can take in
information without any
difficulty and because
we have something dif-
ferent to offei them,
they are always atten-
tive and we get good
hearings. Now that
the Departments of Edu-
cation at Regina and
Edmonton have indlu-
ded the subjeet of Tree

esoclation Planting amongst those
on which essays must

be written during the term, our
lecture offered the pupils a splendid
opportunity to get this information
and they invariably attended with
note books and pencils. A good
thorough talk was given them, fol-
lowed with-an illustrated address on
the laying out of the home grounds
ând results already obtained by
farmers throughout the country.
Later, when possible, came an outside
demonstration at some nearby shelter
belt where actual planting, pruning,
preparing of cuttings, etc., was shown.

Why the Prairies are Treeless

The evening lectures are always well
attended and on numerous occasions
we have found it extremely difficuit
to, accommodate everybody seeking


