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IlThat's a fac'," his mother admitted. IlBut
boys, an' mon folke ginerally, air scandalcus easy
ber break a promise whar whiskey i8 in it.>

"Il b1 ey ye ter kuow bimat whcn I gin ny word
I keeps it ! " cricd Dick pridef ully.

Hie liLte dreauiled how that promise was te be
assailcd before the suu wvent down.

lie was a Lait, sinewvy boy, dot t of foot ns ail
these inoitutaineers are, and a seven-rnile walk in
tihe snow to Birki's Millilie considered a mere trifie.
Ho trarnfied along cheerily euiough through the
siient solitudes of the dense forcsb.

Ail at once-ib wvas a terrible slsock of surprise
-hoe was sinking I Was there nothing beneatîs
hlm but the vague deptbs of air to the base of the
mousitain? H1e realized wibb a quiver of disinay
that lie had mîstaken a buge drift-filled fissure,
betweeu a juttin- crag and the wali of tho ridge,
for the solid suow.cov'ered ground. Ho tossed his
armes about wildly in bis effort te grasp soi-netlsing
firrn. Ti-e motion only disiodged the drift. lie
f&It that hoe was fallîng, and lie was geing down-
down-dewn witli i' . He saw the trocs ont the
summit of Old Windy disappear. Ho caugbt one
glimpso of the neighboring ridges. Thon hle was
blinded and enveloped ln thits cruel ;,vlsiteness.
WVhat would they say at hîome and at Birk's Mill?
Oneolast thougbt of the " poa.fowel, "and ie seemed
te olide swittly away from the world wibb the
snow.

Hie wvas unconsolous probably only for a few
minutes. W~hen ho came to biiiiself hoe found that
hoe was lying, half.subinerged iu the great drift, ou
the silpe of the inountain, and tise dark icicle-
bogirt eliff bowered bigli above. Hie stretched biis
liusibs-no boues broken! He could hardly believe
that lie lîad talion uuhurt frein t1hosc hieights. Ho
ivas still a littie dizzy and faint, but otherwise un-
iured.

Now a groat perploxity took lhoid on him. Hov
ivas lie te mîake his way back up tise incuntain, hoe
asked hiinself, as hoe looked at the inaccessible
clifs boming lîigh inte the air. Ail the ivorld
arouud hlmwas uufamiliar. lic would be haîf tle
day in findissg the valley road that led to Birk's
Mille. H1e rose te Iiis foot and gazed about him in
painful indecision. TIhe next moment a thrill shot
through hlm, to wbich hoe was tiuaccustomned.

For hie heard voîces 1 Not from the citi'fs above,
-but from below! Ife steod motioniesa, litening
intcntly, his eyes distended, and bis hearb beating
fast.

AIl silence! Not even the wînd stirred in tbe
pine Lhîcket. Dick rubbed his eyos. It ivas no
dream. There wvns the thicket-but wliose were
the veices that had rung out faintly from ho-.
neatb ib?

A crowvd of superstitions surged upon hlm. lc
Nvans reniemberissg fireside legessds, horrible onougli
te raise thc binir on a civilized, cducated boy's bead;
machol more horrible. thcnu,.to a young barba.iian
like Dicli. On this, the most heuign day of ail
that over dawns upon tise worlcl, was lio led into
those cudiess wastes of forcst to be terrificd by the
"barnts? "

Suddenly those volees froin the earth. again!
One wvas singing a drunken catch-it broke into
falBetto, and ended witb an unsuistakable hiccup.

Dick's biccd came back with a rush.
I liev nover hearn tell e' the heobies gittin'

boozy !" hoe said witb, a laugli. IlThat's wbar
they hev got tbe upper-hand o' hurnans."

As hoe gaved again at tbc thieket, hoe saw now
wbat lie lad beeu toc nîuch agitated to observe
before, a column cf dense smoke that rose from far
dowvn tbc declivîty, and seemod te make haste te
bide itself amcng the lowv.hanging bowvs cf a clump
cf flr.troes.

IlIt's soineblody's bouse dcwn thar," wvas Dick's
conclusion.

When ho ncarcd tise smoke hoe paused abruptiy,
8taring once more.

There wvas no lbeuse! The smoke rose frein
among low pino bushecs. Above wvere tise snow-
laden branches cf tho fir.

Il f thar war a lieuse byar I reekon I ccula sec
tb !" said Dick, dcubtfuliy, infinitely mystified.
ihere ivas a ceaVinai drip, drip, ail around. Yet

a bbaw had net set in. There was beat beow
certainiy, a strcng lieat, and scmebody wvas keep.
ing the fire up steadiiy.

" lAn' air lb foikes ez live underground likefoxes an' secb 1 " Dick exciaimed, astonislied, as bie
came upon a large, irregnlarly.shapcd rif t in the

rocks, and heard the samne reoling voice from. witbin
beginning te zing once sucre. But for buis bacclia-
ualian inelody thse noise cf ])ick's entrance mighb
bave given notice cf lis approach. As it was, the
inhabitunts of this strange place were even more
surprised than hoe, wlieu, af ter grcping threugh a
dnrk,1 low pasage, an abrupt turn brougbit himl
iuto alcfty, vauittcdapartnieut. There was agreat
tiare of ligbt, wlsicb revealed six or seven museular
mon grouped about a large copper vessel hult into
a rude stone furnace,- and ail the air was pcrvaded
by an iucomparably strcng alcelîclie oder. TIc
boy started back witb a look cf terrcr. That pale
terrer wvas refiected on eaeh man's face, as on a
mirrer. At the sight of the yeung stranger tboy
ait sprang up wîtls the saine gesture-ocli instine-
tively laid his liand upen tise pistol that lie were.

l>oor Diek undertood it ail at fast. Ho biait
àbusnbled upon a noat cf distillera, enly toc, cein-
mcn arnong these inountains. He realizod that in
discovoring their stronghold ho had learned a
secret that was by ne moans a safe one for hlm te
know. And lie was in their power, at thseir mercyl

11Don't sbot !" lie faltered. '1 - les' want ter
ax tbe foîbses ter bell nie bbc way ber Birk's Mill!1"

What would lie net have given te ho on the
blcak mountain cutside!1

One cf the mon caugbt birn as if anbioipabing an
atbenlpt te rau. Two or three, af ber a low-toned
clicquy, bcok tbeir rifles, and crept caubionsly
outside te reconnostre the situation. Dick coin-
prebended their suspicion withi new quakings.
Thtîy srnagiued tîsat hoe vas a spy, and hsad been
sent among thoni te discover thema plying their for-
bidden vocation. Thli penalty of their stili was
imnprisonnient for tbcm. His beart sank s lie
thouglit of lb; bhey would nover lot bim gc.

After a Lime the receîînoitering party came baek.
«"1Nothin' stîrrin'," said the leader, tersely.
I inisdoubts," niuttered ancther, casting a look

cf deep suspicion on Dick. I har air mon eut
thar, l'in a-tlîinkin', iîid semewiiar,"

IlTbey air f tinter 'n a mile off, eîsnyiiow," ro-
turned bbc lirst speaker. "We noves' bf'Boecli
ez tbbush 'bbout sarchin'f et ."

«'1The off'cers can't fiud this place no-ways 'thou t
that thar cliap fer a 'guide," said a third, witb a
surly sîcd of his bond at Diek.

" 1W e'ro safe ceugh, boys, sate enougb! cried
a stout-built, red-faced, red-beardod man, evidenbly
very drunk, and with a voice that broke labo
quaverisîg falsebto ns hoe spokre. "lThsis cîap can't
(Io uctii', We bey geV Iim heund hasîd an' foot.
Hyar air the Phbilistines, boys! Mý,ighty littie Plil-
istine, tiîough ! hi ! " Ho tried te point jeoringly
at Dîck, and forgot whab hoe hnd intended Vo do
before lie cculd fairly ex tond hie iîand. Thon his
rollickiug bond sank on bis breast, and lie began
te broll agaLin,-

"Old Adam ho kom loatin' round,
He spied the peelia's on the ground!"

One of tise more sober of tise mon hiad extin-
guishied tise ire in order tflt blîcy nsiglib not hoe
betrayed by thc smoke outside te the offi er3 wbom
tisey fancied were seekinig thons. The place, chiiy
enougli nt best, was growving bitter coid. Tise
strange subterranean beauby cf bhe surraundings,
the wall and arch~es, scintiliatirig wherevcr bbey
cauiglt tise liglit, were oddly incongrueus svitb tihe
hcastiy, bloated faces, and uncoutis figures cf bbe
distillera,

Hle observed that tlîoy were making proporo-
tiens for fliglit, and once more the fear cf wbab
tlîey wvould wb hlmn clutciîed at bis hîeurt.

l'Thbis baar eub-will go blab," was the first sug-
gestion.

"lHo willkeep miti," said the vecaist, gianoing
at bbc boy with a jovially tipsy con;bination ot
leer and wvink. "«Hyar is bbc persuader!" fie
rapped sliarpiy on bis pistol. "1Tsie 'Il scotch bis
wvheel. "

"b Hld yer own jaw-yo drunken 'possurn 1 " ro-
terbed another et thc group. Il f yo fire off that
pistai in byar we'll have ail these byar rocks "-hoe
pointed ot tise wcslls and tbe long colonnades-

*artswerin' back an' yewin' like a pack e' hounde
on a hot scout. Ef thar air foiks ouitside, tbe noise
wouid fotch 'ens down on us fur true! "

Dick hreothed more freoly. Tise rocks would
speak tmp for him ! Ho coula net hoe barmed witb
ail these tell-tale witness at band.

Tise max who.had put eut the fire, who liad led
bbe rcconnoit ering pnrty, whe bad made all the
active preparations for deparburo, wbe scemned, in

short, to be an executivo committee of one-a long,
lank, la7y.lookîng mountaineer, with a docision of
action in startling contrast to his whole aspect,
now took this Inatter in hand.

1 «Nothin' casier," hie 8aid, tes sely. IlFi hlm
up. Make hirn ez drunk ex a frai8h b'iled owcl.
ÎJhen lead hiin to the t'other end o' the cave, an'
blind-fold him, an' lug in off fivo mile in the
woods, an leave him thar. He'1l neyer know what
ho hoev seen nor dono. "

[n the preparations for departure ail the liglits
hacl been extinguished, except a single lantern, and
a multitude of ahadows had corne thronging frein
the deeper recesses of the cave. In the faint glim-
mer thc figures of the mon loomed up, indistinct,
gigantic, di8torted. They hardly seemed men at
ail to Dick ; rather some evil under-ground crea-
ture, neither beast nor human.

And hoe was to be made as besotted, as loatheome,
even more hlploss, than they, in ordor that hie
eenses might be sapped away, and hoe should re-
member no story to tell. There was bis promise
te bis mother ! As the long, lank, lazy-iooking
mountaineor pressed the whiF;key upon hlm, lie
threw it off with a gesture so unexpected and
vehement that the cracked jug foUl to the flour, and
was shivored to frogments.

Dick lifted an appealing face to the man who
seized lm with aistroug grip. "I cati't-I won't,"
the boy cried wîldly. "«I -I -promised my
mother ! "

Ho looked around the circle deprecatingly. He
expocted firet a guffaw and then a blow, and hoe
droadcd the ridiculo more than the pain.

But thero were neither blows nor ridicule. They
ail gazed at him, astoundod, Thon a change,
which Dick hardly comprehoended, flitted acoms
the face of tise mans who had grasped hlm. He
turned away abrnptly, with a bitter Iaugh that
startled alI the ochoes.

I -I proinised rny itiother, too!" hie crîed. Il I
air good that she's wlxar sho can't know how I hev
kop' it."

And thon thoe was a sudden silence. It seemed
to l)ïck, strangely enough, lîke the sudden silence
that cornes af ter a prayer.

The "1executive committee " prornptly recovered
himself. But ho made no further atternpt to force
the whi8key upon thp boy. Under some whispered
instructions which hoe gave the others, Dick was
haîf led, hiaf dragged through irnmensely long
black halls of tho cave, while one of the mon went
bofore carrying the feeblo lantern. When the first
glimmer of daylighit appeared in the distance, lie
understood that the cave had an outleb other than
the 0ue by which hoe had entered, and evidently
miles distant from ib. Tîsus it was that the di8til-
lors woro ivoîl onabled to baffle the law that souglit
thcrn.

Tbey stopped bore and bliudfolded the boy.
How far and whero thiey dragged him througb the
snowy mountain wîlderness outsidc, Dick< nover
knew. Ho was exhausted when at length they
allowed hlmn to pause. As hoe board their stops
dying away in tbe distance. hoe bore the bandage
frorn hie oyos, and found that bhey bad left him in
the mid8t of the wagon road te make hie way te
Birk's Mill as best ho miglit. Whon ho reached it
the winbry Sun was low in the western sky, and
the very bones of the Ilpea-fowcl " wore picked.

On tbe ivhole, it seemed a sorry Christmas Day,
as Dick .could flot know then-indeed, ie' neyer
knew-what, good resuits it brought forth. For
among those who took the benefit of the clemency
extcnded by thc gcverniment, to the "moonsbiners"
of this regien, on condition that they diseontinued
illicit diatilling for the future, was a certain long,
lank, lazy.looking mountaineer who suddeniy bc-
came sober and steady and a lawv.abiding citizen.
He had boen rerninded, this Christmas Day, of a
broken promise to a étend mother. - Yotlh's9 Con? -
Poenion.

To dlean a ebovo zinc or zinc-iined batbtub, tais
ammonia and whiting to a srnooth paste, apply it
to the zinc and lot it lry. Thon rub it off untîl ne
dust romains.

BRtowN BprEAD.-TakO one pint sweet miik, one
beacup of molasses, put on tho steve and lot it coule
to the bciling point. Take frein the fire and a(d
at once, one quart of brown foeur, a bablespoonful
of sait, ana a beaspeenful of soda. Balte innio
diately.


