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REV. DIR. CATIILL.
Corrrspondence belaceen ftev. Dr. Caln"ll and twenly-one
Prolestant Clergymen from Biskenhead.

TO THE REV. DR. CAHILL,

5, Moray I'lace, Birkenhead, Oct. 19, 1853.

Rev. Sir—As secretary to the loeal committee
fnv special mission 1o }he Roman (Jatl_nolics of_lhis
phce, Thave,ata mecting held |ast' evening, recew,:d
\he direstions of the Clergy of Birkenhead and its
peighborbood to write to you and notify their inten-
rion of calling on you publicly for proofs of your
asserlions in reference to the recent numerous con-
cersions [rom the Xoman Churel in Treland. A re-
ireration of charges, proved to be utterly unfounded
aud destitie of truth, on several occasions, especially
in 1he correspondence between the Rer. Messrs.
Wilberforee and Dallas, in which Mr. Wilberforce
withdraws all charges against’ the west church mis-
wons in Treland, might well have caused amongst us
considcrable surprise, were it not that we have been
{orced to confess, however unwillingly, that popular
controversialists on your side have ever seemed more
faxious ta sustain their reputations by ad captandwin
aremments than by a sirict adherence to real facts.

1 bey to enclose a copy of the letter, which I have
this day ordered to be printed, in reply to your own,
and sincerely hope that as you have, unprovoked by
u~, brought charges agast our Church apd nission
pecessarily calling for controversy, yon will not now
rink from that public test of their truth which you
must consider as the .inevitable result of your own
acts of agaression.—I remain, Rev. Sir, your obedi-
ent servant, Hesry P. LINTOR, Secretary,

Curate of Ioly Trinity, and Dirinity
Lecturer at St. Aidan’s.
Copy of Public Letter to the Rev. Dr. Cauill
from the Clergy of Bivkenhead.

Rev. Sir—Having publicly announced by placards,
that you are to deliver lectures in this town on the
character of the Irish Church Dlission to Roman
Catliolics, and also on oints of controversy between
the Churches of England and Rome, we, the under-
sizned Clergymen of Birkenhead and its neighbor-
hiood, beg to make to you the following proposals :

1st—IT you furnish us with definite charges against
the Trish Church Missions, giving names, dates, and
otlier eircumstances connected with your charges, we
wndertake to bring forward credible witnesses to dis-
prave those charges, and to give you public opportu-
nity of proving your assertion in the presence of those
wilnesses.

9nd— We arcready on our part to appoint a Cler-
gymap to meet you before the same assembly to dis-
cuss the points of controversy betwecen our respec-
tive churches. ' _

Having come amongst ns with charges seriously
affecting the character of the united ()lxurcl:e§ of
Esgland and Ireland, and also assailing doctrines
which we hold sacred, we feel assured that the pro-
positions which we bereby make will beaccepted as
reasonable by all thinking men,and wealso hope that
they will mect with your concurrence.—We remain,
Rev. Bir, your faithful servants.

[Llere follows the names of 21 ministers.]

DR, CAHILL'S PRIFATE NOTE TO THE REV. M. P. LINTON.
Birkenhead, Octaober 20,

Rev. Sir-~Cin Tuesday evening I have heen fa-
vored with your courteous note, calling my attention
to the publiz Yetter of twenty-one Clergymen of your
Chureh, mid addrassed to me.

T assure you that I feel rather happy in the distin-
guished pesicina in which the united communieation
of so many caitcat persons has placed so humble an
individuat os 1 a5 and T trust L shall not, in my ve-
My, depart from dhie example which is set before me
i the palitvuses of their language.

I may bore steie that theie letter has been con-
eeived umiler s most unaccountable mistake, as I
a0 not ceaveiss at this moment of baving said or
wWitten anyibing to justify the position they have
taken. \¥ill you kindly grant me the favor of not
requiving the venuscript of my letter, but be content
with receisiaz ke printed answer in the Mercury of
nest Tuesday 7—1 have the bonor to be, Rev. Sir,
very respectiuily, D. W. Camry,

PR, CAMILL'S REPLY. :
3t Werburgl’s, Birkenhead, Satorday,
Oct. 22nd, 18563.

Rev. 8irs—~T1 kLuse acknowledged, through your
R’E‘" seeretary, ynur public lelter to me, of last
Wednesday’s Cats ; and I feel bound Lo say, that the
eourtesus fone of your communication, combined with
the numerous dislizguished names attached to that do-
cament, deinund from me the sincerest expression of
grave respect, I'sball at once cnter on the subject
of that letier, by assaring you of my emtire surprise
At what Tinust call your most upsarrautable assump-

tions. . :
Tirstly, then, I did not come to this town to de-

) ~ MONTREAL, Fl{Ii)AY,

NOVEMBER 25, 1853.

}Iivvr lectures “on the character of 'the Trish church
{ missions;” and, secondly, T have never, either in
this town, or in any otler town or city in these coun-
tries. lectured ¢ on the paints of controversy betwecen:
the Churches of England and Rome.” It is my in-,
variable practice to explain and defend my own doc-
 trine against Protestant calumnies, but never to dis-
cuss or ridicule the creed of others. Such-a mode
of lecturing is at ance apposed to my own, feeling,
and strictly prohibited by my superiors; dnd I have:
never in iy numerous subjects departed from this;
rule, except oceasionally on one doctrine, namely;
whenerer I maintain  tle infallibility™ of the  Ca~
tholic Church, as distinguished frowm .%¢ the:Bible? as;
a rule of faith. You, gentlemen, have fallen:into-the.
cotnmon inistake of editors of anti-Catholic newspa-
pers, and ol some Protestant clergymen, who ave

continually calumuiating me, and who are really put-

ting forth statements befare the public which, in gene- |
ral and in detail, are one unbroken, unprincipled tis- |
sue of gross (and I am compelled to say), maliguaut |
falsehood,

I shall now place before the public the placards
which invited Catholics, not Protestants, to my lec-
tures, and the people of Liverpool and Birkenhead
will thus, no doubt, form a correct judgment whe-
ther you lhave been justified, without reasonable data,

i

and without waiting for a reply from me, in fixing on |

ter which appears at the head of this reply. Theve
were two placards, as follows;—
“On Sunday, the 16th instant, the Very Rev.

and it is not improbable that, in your jealous zeal,
‘you conceived my graphic exposition of the erils of
mortal sin as a mere allegorical subterfuge in order
“to cever a pointed delineation of the doctrines and
‘practices of the Reformation Church. Gentlemen,
you have ariginated this correspondence witheut any
provocation whatever on my part, either directly or
‘indirectly ; and T think it will be admitted by the
thousands who liave seen the placards of my lectures,
-and heard me during the past week, thal you made
w0 unbecoming mistakes, first in making charges, in
w clear ignorance of your case, and, secondly, in
‘printing these charges without waiting for my reply.
35T bave been particularly struck with the first sen-
“nce in Rev. Mr. Linton’s letter to me, where he
stiles limself © Secretary to the Local Committec
fof Special Mission to the Roman Catholics of Bir-
krenliead.”  This announcement has led me (o inquire,
if the Catholics of this place had any connection
with this society ; and, after a minute and an accu-
rate investination amongst those whose office and du-
ties enable them to form an unerring judgment, Tam
instructed 1o say that Mr. Linton’s secretaryship is
an oflice without & duly, a position without a place,
and that “ the mission to the Roman Catholies” is
something like the eclo ol an imaginary sound. [T
have never read anything like this pompous annaunce-

placed over his door inlarge capitals fhat he was
“ Rarber and hairdresser to ler present Majesty.”’—

Dr. Cabhill will

funds of the poor schools of this parish.”

My subjects were—

1. ¢ The parable of Dives and Lazarus.”

2. ¢ The casting out the dumb devil, and the re-
turn of seven other devils, worse than the first,”

The second placard was as follows:—'¢ And the
Rev. Doctor will lecture in the same church three
evenings of the next week—rviz., Tuesday, the 18th,
Wednesday, the 19th, and Friday, the 21st, on the
following subjects :—

1. ¢ On mortal sin. 2. On the triumphs of the
Catliolic Church over the world. 3. On Protestant
conversions, or the late attempt at reformation in
Ireland.”

Tt must be borne in mind that your letter was
delivered to me on Wednesday evening, the 19th
instant—that is, two whole days before I dis-
cussed my last subject. And now will you give me
leave, gentlemen, to ask, how ean you account, te-
fore the impartial decivion of lonorable, peaceful,
public opinion, for the clear, palpable misstatements
of your letter? "Where hare I, as you say, ¢un-
provoked,” committed an “ aggression” on your doc-
trines? where have I “attacked the character of the
Irish church mission 17 and, above all, how could you
accuse mé€ on Wednesday evening of charges which
were to be made on the following Friday? How
could you know on Wednesday what T shiould say on
the next Friday ! ? aud how could gentlemen of edu-
cation, character, station, eminence, and, I shall add,
punctilious delicate honor (which T willingly admit)
be guilty of deliberately writing and publishing state-
ments which you ought to know (by referring to the
placards) were an entire falseliood? 'With your own
liands, therefore, you bave written in large caritals
your own blushing condemnation ; and if you had
printed your names in red ink, it would be 2 more
suilable color to express the ridicule and scarn with
which every onc of you stands at this moment brand-
ed before the clear public decision. You would in-
volve me in difficulties if you could (a position in
which I would not certainly place you, or any one of
you); and in your intemperate precipitancy you have
overstepped common diseretion, and you charged
me with saying what I have never even intended to
utter.

But, on the other hand, as you have the peculiar
logical talent of drawing conclusioas without pre-
mises, who knows but you took it into your heads to
think that I was describing the genius of tle Pro-
testant church while I denounced the rich gluLton ;
perhaps you indiscreetly fancied, as I shuddered at
the eternal furnace where he was buried, that T was
depicting the future condition of your archiepisco-
pate ; and that, while I unfolded the rich drapery of
purple and fine linen worn by Dives, or, while T de-
scribed the sumptuous feast of the monster, as le
gazed the while on poor starving Lazarus, ten o ane
but you have uncharitably undersiood me as paint-
ing your fat angel of Canterbury, or (w‘hnt is more
ungenerous) perhaps our own Apostalic T'om of Dub-
lin? And, as you have the singular power of rea-
soning without any.imaginable data, I dare say you
believed my description of the unfortunate man re-
possessed by the seven devils as entirely applied to

Now, this announcement could only gull the mere

. I will preach two sermons (morning and ; simple ignorant, as it is evident that this man never
evening), in Saint Werburgh’s Churels, in aid of the | will or uever can shave the Queen, and therefore the |

Birkenhead pull is the only parallel that can be drawn
to the showhoard of the absurd barber 3 since every
man, woman, and child in this parish knows with a
sinile that no Catholic here ever receives one particle
of these frothy Missionary ministrations.

But-under other circumstanecs it is notorious that
Catholicity supplies an abundant theme for the pulpit
harangues of these Missionaries. The platform where
you speak, the columns of the Jnglish press where
you write, the festivals where you deelaim, might be

of your zeal and talent, against the tenets and disci-
pline of the Catholic Church; but it is only in your
pulpits that your oratory acquires the full bulk and
growih of DProtestant perfection, and where it is
poured forth on all oceasions in a devastating flood
against the profussion and the nawe of what you are
pleased to call « Popery.” The sober religious of
your congregalions, as J am credibly informed, look
in vain on the peaceful Sabbath for some wasrds of
charity irom your Reverend lips. They are deeeived :
there is only one subject at Birkenhead and Liver-
g0l viz., the errors of Popery; your race, being
still true to the original instinet of your progenitry,
sulll, still protesting against the existing forins of cur
worship, without adopting permanently any fixed symn-
bol of your own. Lhese inflammatory speeches from
your pulpits have produced the natural and expected
result.  Grace can never arise from calumny ror
faith from falseliood ; and hence your churches are
empty, your ranks are thinned, and your professional
character is weakened. Your statements are doubted,
your assertions disbelieved, and white T am prepared

to concede to your honor (asa matter of course)

the highest and the most spotless truth on all social,
commercial, and national subjects, I am reluctantly
compelled to say that from your knéwn and unceas-

ing deviations from sirict statement in matters con-
nected with the Catholic doetrine and practices, it is
now universally whispered, and (without wishing to

give the slightest offence) it is the familiar adage at
home and abroad, and throughout ¥urope and the

civilised world, to brand the statements of your !
church, in reference to Catholicity, as # unscrupu-
lous, unprincipled, Protestant lies.”  And while you
have forfeited the public confidence abroad, you Lnve
beyond dispute infidelised your own country athome. |
From uadeniable statistics it is demonstrated that
one-half the Protestants of Liverpoo! never altend
churel it is the same in Manchester and in all the
manufacturing towhs; the poor are never seen in the
churehes. The T%mes has lately stated that 50 per-
sons are the Jargest number known to attend worship
in any church within the city of London on Sunday,
Rev. Mr. Jones, in his examination before acom-
mittee of 1he Honse of Commons, has proved the
existence of forty-nine known conventicles of avowred
infidelity in England 5 ahd he bas demonstrated that
Protestant laborers, and tradesmen, &c., to the num-
ber of at least 300,000, in Louadon and suburbs, live
and die without dny practical religion, or any form of
worship. - In-fact the entire Ecclesiastical Protest-
ant records-of this country prove at ance the total
failure of your Cliarcli Establishment, and publish
the awful existence of = growing and wide-spread in-

the members of the Protestant Alliance of England ;

! ) ;ment, except the inseription on the signboard of a |
all the walls of your city and neighborhood the Yet-| Tondon tradesman who within the last few years

supposed to give a feld wide enough for the display |

NO. 13,

l will yet tell the sad trath that this most deplorvable na-
tianal condition is Leyond all doubt to e ascribed 1
! the teaching of the Protestant church, which, by
s breaking down  all autherity, removing the evidenzes
cof all antiquity, and taking away all checks fram the
cheart, has flang the public mind on a troubled arean
fof daoubt, has unbridled human passion, and precipi-
- tated the naticnal character inlo an inevitable detn-
“ralisation and a wild infidelity.

v And wot content with unclimstianising youwr own
Hollowers, your Church has of fate years, by a system

of the most unparalicled vituperation and mis-giate-
f;menl, attempted to undermine the faith of the Ca-
! thalies of these countries, and thus fnvolve our creed
;i one common ruin with your own. The very title
runder which your saciety bas been organised conains
inthe first line 2 palpable and notorious falsehood,
{1t exists on the assumption that the Catholic Clureh
fwithhalds the Sevipture from her 1aithful, :\{u! |' Ix
iset in mation under the pretest of dish;ih‘u'.m;
amongst our people the Word of Gad.  "This w-
sumption and this pretext are, without any cxvepitea
fat all, the most fagrant instance of unblushing impo-
I sitton which has ever been practised on the public
seredulity, at any period of Clristian history. It is
Lthe vilest calumny which Prolestant malignity bas
pever forged 5 it is beyond all comparison the mnsl
unprincipled lie which Ynglish apostacy has ever pro-
mulgated.  Now wark me, gentlemen, I disclaim
i ilering one syllable disrespeetful to you personally 3
I have no reason to enterfain lowards you wdividualty
and collectively any other sentiments than these of
lexalted estimation ; but T agam repeal my utter ab-
horrence of the flagitious system which lives on false-
hood, graws fat on calumny and claims the venerabin
spotless honors of sanelily from perjury to man and
blasphemy to God.  Beyond all doubt, there never
was invented so gross a fabrication as the nauseating
cant that the Catholic Church has never encouwrngud
the reading of the Bible. In lhe carly ages. she
could not of course circulate the Seriptures with such
efficiency as we can do at present, because the art of
printing was then unknown ; but she alone collecte:
Vhem 5 she alone deetded their integrity and (heir au-
thentichy, the Protestant Alliance pot being weld
known in those days; she alone stumped them with
her authority, without which they could not mure
{ vouch [or themselves than a dead man could (ell dis
‘ name and parentage ; she alone, like a witness befuie
{a jury, proved their inspiration before mankind 5 <be
ralone hy lier infallible reputation chained the univer-
sal belief in them; and she alone preserved them
amidst the wreek al the Roman empire, the convul-
sion of ages, and the changes of dynastics and races,
and creeds and tongues,  ‘L'he sickening eant ol ik
beardless stnpling Cleries of the modern reformaiion
canventicles asserting their claim to the Seriptures.
is the same kind of humbug and imposition on the
undiscerning mind of your dupes as if a green setof
young Lnglish architeets declared it was the Protes-
tant Sir Christopher Wren who built and preserve:
the Pantheon at Rome ; or that it was the present
London School of Design which planned and kept in
repair the Pyramils of Egypt! O all the iustances
tof audacious, barefaced, cool, imperturbable insolence
of Protestantism, their claiming the Seriptures, as
preserved by them and premulgated by them, is the
highest point of wicked, exaggeraled, extravagunt
misrepresentation to whicl the mgenuity of man could
build up a lie.  So unceasingly laborioks, on the con-
trary, was the Catholic Clurch in making copics of
the Bible, that she kept the Monks and the Religions
of all countries continually wriling them ; and who-
ever will attentively consider for a moment the ex-
traordinary Jabor of muking even one copy of the
Old and New Testament; whoever will visit auy
Tcelesiastical library and count over the folio volumys
of Saint Augustine, Sawmt Jerome, Saint Cheysastow,
and zll the Greek and Latin Fathers, and caleuvlate
then the dificulty of making unnumbered copies of
these Gireek ponderous vol mes; and whoever will,
like a candid man, reflect that all the profane and
Church kistories of these days, all the sermaons, all
the works onpiety were alf copicd, recopied, and one
thousand limes copied by the Monks of the Catholic
Chureh, the surprise of the generons man and the
seholar amounts to a [eeling of impossible expression
hosw the Church could have been able to furnish co-
pies of these vast accumulated biblical, and classical,
and listorical works to every part of the world, such
as we know them to have existed before the Chris-
tian librarics were destroyed, and belore the art of
printing was discovered.  And further, to prove this
statement, the moment printing was discovered and
made the velicle, afler many improvements, of com-
munication between men, the Catholic Clureh, so
eariy as the year 1412 (almost immediately after the
discovery of printing apd paper), published the Liatin
Vulgate, at once to circulute the Word of God, and

fidelity; and the impartial Icciesiastical historian

that toc in a language then most known to the ‘v'holq



