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take themselves to ail lawfully accessible sources of information, as to the way
in which persons dealing upon credit, in the largest and most open form,
actually acquit themselves of t beir obligations. Without some such information
their business could not be carried on And it will ahvays be more or less pros-
perous and creditable. i-recisely in proportion to the extent of that informa-
tion ; and the opinioi. publicly entertained of their care and diligence in
collecting it. But thev have thus not only a fair interest in obtaining the
information contained in these lis: In many cases it is their first and
highest duty to seek to obtain it. Sucii of thein as are Managers or
Directors of joint-stock banks. or other trading associations. and are daily
called upon as such to discount or receive bills to an enornous extent,
would evidently be wanting in the first duty to their constituents, and indeed
to the public at large, if they wen: about those inst responsible operations,
without using ail possible means to inform thenselves of the condition of
those with whomi they are at ail hikely to be engaged in thîem. But, on the
other hand it is equally obviouý, that it can never be their interest, but
very much the contrary, to annoy or offend any solvent persons who might
otherwise be disposed to deal with theni ; and, consequently, ail idea of
malice, or even indifference to the feelings of persons in the alleged situation
of the complainers i- palpably excluded.

" But, if eaclh of tiiese ersois mighit lawfully and laudably seek this inform-
atoon for himself, vihy should they not combine to obtain it more cheaply,
completely, and expeditiously, for the whole ? And it is not seriously
questi.,ned that this is the sole object of their publication.

" Upon this general ground, therefore, I should have held that the Re-
spondents would have been enrntled to print and circulate a list of registered
protests, even if they lad obýained the naterials for it by their own private
researches ; as by each banker or extensive dealer contributing for inutual
information, a notice of such as had occurred in his own transactions. But
the case becoines greatly maore favorable for theni, when it is considered
that they have merely publihelid the contents of a Public Ilegister."

LORD MlURRAY.-" I have coine to the conclusi in that the Complainer
has entirely failed in making ont a case for the interference of the Court. lie
admits that ail these reco d: are public to a certain extent. The onus probandi,
therefore, rests vith liiim to shiew that they are private in any respect; and
unless he does so, lie lias no ground to apply for an interdict to puevent any As-
sociation of persons from printing tlen,to be ciiculated among those wio think
the information they contain useful to themselves. I think it unoughi tlhat the
Complainer has shewn no ?r-xuid for the interference of the Court which
he calls for ; but I also agr'i wivth Lord Jeflrey, in tie further conclusion,
that all these Records are truly of a public nature, and thvt any restraitît of
the publication would be in opposition to the principles of law uîpon whiich
tbey have been establisbed "

LORD CoCKnURN.-"I am of opinion, that the Interdiet ought to be refused.
"l The Respondents are not uninterested intruders, who are neddlinig vith

matters with vhich they have no concern. Tihey are ail traders ; and thouigli
noue of them nmay at present, so far as they knlow, be involved with the Coin-
plainer, they are all exposed to bc so, as ivith other meichants, and often
without their knïovledge, every day. In this situation, they can neither con-


