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manife8tation of the incrEasing catholicity af
the PreBbyterian Churcli, and the essential
unity of ail branches of the widely scatte red
Presbyterian family. The spirit of union is
extending to other branches of the Churcli
of Christ, and within the present year our
Methodist brethren are ta meet in General
Council in London. Our parent churches
have had their difficulties during ti.. year ;
but in the face of ail these, their progress in
beneficent aggressian upon a wvorid lying in
sin has been manifest. They have also sliewn,
in the moat tangible form, their readi-
ness ta ca-operate with our own Chur-clinl
her evangelistic enterprises. The struggle
in the Church of England, between ritualisni
a'End evangelism, has been as bitter as it has
been fi uittess. In France there bias been,
during the year, a remarkable movenient in
the direct ion af an evangelical relorniation,
whale villages iii many instanices giving up
their connection with the Church of' Rameý.
The Ancient Reformed Churcli, however, ia
in sare trouble aud perpiexiiy through the
power af the rationalisîs iii the ministry and
mernhership of the Churcli. There they are,
and they cannot apparentiy be excinded.
The Goverument af France has busied itself*
with the suppression of certain religious
orders; but the truth is that the spirit of
Jesuitism dominates the whole Roman Ca-
tholie clergy in France, and a spirit caunot
be banished by the power of the civil miagis-
trate. It is noteworthy thatin Belgium more
than haîf the population have been. during
the past year, excaznmunicatcd by the Roa
man ecclesiastics, an account of their attend-
ance upan commzon achools. The year isnot
marked by auy event of autstandinL, import
ance in Gernxany or any of the European
natians-unless, indeed, we note the edition
of the New Testanît ut poubiished in Rome,
with the Papa] approval, by Father Cura,-
and the vehement re assertion by the Pope
af lis dlaim ta a temporal sovereignty.

But the yï-ar is over with its opportunities
ai well daing,-with. ail its harvests of plenty,
and ail it8 famine-cries,-it sangs of gladuess
and its wailîngs ai distr-ess. , What lias it
borne ta, the throae- of God relating ta yau,
reader? If you are dissatibfied with la8t
year, then ask for stiength ta live a nabler,
* parer, a mare beneficent lufe in 1881. Be
a better parent or chîld; a bettev brother or
sister; a better minister, eider, or ordinary
meLisber ai the Churcli; a hetter Sabbatb-
school teacher or scholar; more faithtul in
ail things; more deeply ini;ressed with the
unspe-ikabie importanre af tirne, and the
duty of spending it in the service ai God.

CONVUNER'S CIRCULARL

H lE follawing Cireular bas been sent toi
ail the niinist-rs in the Western Sec-
tion ai the (.huirch :-As tiiettimae ap-

proaches Mvien contributions for the variaus
Sclzenes of the Chiurcli are appropriated,
and Ivtkiw:îrda ta til- Treaseurer, a briecisiate-
meant ai* the- %ork under the care af the Cani-
miiee, aud the present condition ai the
Fund, uuty be of use in presenting its claims
sa )yaur congregation. From the Repart a-ub-
nitted ta haist General Assembly, we find
that there are under the caire af, and aided
lày the Comnuittee. 404 IN1 ission Stations, and
10(5 Suppiemen ted Congregations. reyîresent-
ing 8,8ô8 families, 11,e128 comn. unicau ts, and
a Sabbath attendance af' 28, 122. Thesp. sta-
tions and congregatians raipe for the support
oi ordinances $52,488 (iudepeudent of the
aid given by the Cauimittee), and in ainiost
every case, caniribute ta the diflerent
schemes ai the Churcli. As in manv af the
newiy aj.ened stations in the North-wt-st, it
is impossible ta procure fll statistica at
once, slieie numbers may be rejËarded as
somewhat below, rather than above, the fa. ts
ai the case. The generous res.ponse on the
part af the- fhurch last year, gives the Cn-
mittee goad grounds for hope that simiiar
liberality will characterize the present. It
iq, however, ta be borne in mmnd, that oi the
$46,869 raised iast year for Home Missions,
there were special contributions aninun ing
to $6,396; and grants fromn British Chuiches,
amounting ta $2,905. I)ediacting these suma
tram the gross revenue, leaves ' M6,567 as
the contributions ai the different Presby-
teries. Unleas a siniilar ainount is'aimed at
this year, the Cammittee will not be able toi
dischaige their obligations.

After a very careful revision of the granits,
the Committee, at its iecent meeling in
Octoher, adopted the fa.lowing i esolution :

'< The Genprol Assembly bavipg erjoined the flrme
iviFsi-an <c.rnoeitte.- toe- eiilizt, the revenue an.d oNpoti-
diturA- of the Fund eacg ye>.r, the conitiee. tifter
careful coup d, natitin of tho citim. ot the mork, finit
thaï <îît i- ti. tc it.wcit Aam witia which the vw.rk esau
bo effi ientiy carriod en lar the ec.rres.t ye.îr 1h07Y
hatve m. d" tzrants anad -sumpd rerib,.nsi iles ta this
a% tent, in the c nfident hope t ha- the required amont
wil bu obtainod, and thoy carnee:ly ai Pe.al ta tr.o 1 r-s-
b% toriegasnd SZrmions tif i ho % hurch in useê ail dilirenro to
n-cure liboral e ntributiotiis, t.' onzible theo mittu e toi
mott thoir liabilitt.s and end the year freo frum dtbt."

The Cammittee feel assured that ail that
is needed ta secure liberal contributions te
this Fund, is a plain statement ai the great
wark in which the Church is engaged, and
the increasiug demands and extent of the
field. In proportion as we l'ail in the wai-k
ai Home Missions, ail ather sehenies ai
the Churcli must necessarily suifer, whereas


