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manifestation of the increasing catholicity of
the Presbyterian Church, and the essential
unity of all branches of the widely scattered
Presbyterian family. The spirit of union is
extending to other branches of the Church
of Christ, and within the present year our
Methodist brethren are to meet in General
Council in London. Our parent churches
have had their difficulties during tuc year;
but in the face of all these, their progress in
beneficent aggression upon a world lying in
sin has been manifest. They have alsoshewn,
in the most tangible form, their readi-
ness to co-operate with our own Church in
her evangelistic enterprises. The struggle
in the Church of England, between ritualism

dnd evangelism, has been as bitter as it has
been fiuitless. In France there has been,
during the year, a remarkabie movement in
the direction of an evangelical reformation,
whole villages in many instances giving up
their connection with the Church of Rome.
The Ancient Reformed Church, however, is
in sore trouble and perplexity through the
power of the rationalists in the ministry and
membership of the Church. There they are,
and they cannot apparenily be excinded.
The Government of France has busied itself
with the suppression of certain religious
orders; but the truth is that the spirit of
Jesuitism dominates the whole Roman (a-
tholic clergy in France, and a spirit cannot
be banished by the power of the civil mags-
trate. It is noteworthy thatin Belgium more
than half the population have been. during
the past year, excommunicated by the Ro
man ecclesiastics, on account of theirattend-
ance upon common schools. The year isnot
marked by any event of outstanding import
ance in Germany or any of the European
nations—unless, indeed, we note the edition
of the New Testami nt published in Rome,
with the Papal approval, by Father Curci,—
and the vehement re-assertion by the Pope
of his claim to & temporal sovereignty.

But the year is over with its opportunities
of well doing,—with all its harvestsof plenty,
and all its famine-cries,—its songs of gladness
and its wailings of distress. , What has it
borne to the throne of God relating to you,
reader? If you are dissatisfied with last
year, then ask for strength to live a nobler,
2 purer, a more beneficent life in 1881. Be
a better parent or chuld; a better brother or
sister; a better minister, elder, or ordinary
mewmber of the Church; a bhetter Sabbath-
school teacher or scholar; more faithful in
all things; more deeply impressed with the
unspeakable importance of time, end the
duty of spending it in the service of God.

Fiome Pisgion Sund, 1880-81.
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" HE following Circular has been sent to
all the mimsters in the Western Sec-
tion of the Church :—As the‘time ap-
proaches when contributions for the various
Schemes of the Church are appropriated,
and forwarded to the Treasurer, s brief state-
ment of the work under the care ot the Com-
miniee, and the present condition of the
Fund, may be of use in presenting its claims
10 your congregation. Irom the Report sub-
mitted to last General Assembly, we find
that there are under the care of, and aided
by the Committee. 404 Mission Stations, and
103 Supplemented Congregations. represent-
ing 8,858 famnlies, 11,128 comn.unicants, and
a Sabbath attendance of 2%,122. These sta-
tions and congregations raise for the support
ol ordmances $52,488 (independent of the
aid given by the Committee), and in almost
every case, contribute to the different
schemes of the Church. Asin many of the
newly opened statiens in tha North-west, it
is impossible to procure full statistics at
once, thete numbers may be regarded as
somewheat below, rather than above, the fac ts
of the case. The generous responsze on the
part of the Churck last year, gives the Com
mittee good grounds for hope that similar
liberality will characterize the present. It
is, however, to be borne in mind, that of the
$46,869 raised last year for Home bissions,
there were special contributions amoun ing
to $£6,396, and grants from British Chuiches,
amounting to $2,905. Deducting these sums
from the gross revenue, leaves $36,567 as
the contributions of the different Presby-
teries. Unless a similar amount is"aimed at
this year, the Commnttee will not be able to
dischaige their obligations.

After a very careful revision of the grants,
the Committee, at its 1ecent meeling in
October, adopted the fo.lowing 1esolution :

“The General Agsembly havieg enjoined the Heme
Miesiun ¢ cmmittee to cqiuslize the revenue aud expou-
ditura of the Fund each yenr, the Comwitiee, ufter
careful cone d» ration of the c'aim+ of the work, find
that <3 S (1 i. tho lerpest sum witn which the werk can
be effi icotly carried cn tor the cirrevt year ‘lhey
have m. de grants nud a:sumed responsi ilities to this
ortent. in the ¢ nfident hope tha- the required amount
will be obtainod, and they carnestly a1 peal to tue | res-
by terios sud Nessiong of 1he ¢ hurch to use atl diligenco to
secure liberal ¢ ntributious, tn enuble tho cmmittc to
mott their habilitis and end the year free frum debt.

The Committee feel assured that all that
is needed to secure liberal contributions to
this Fund, is a plain statement of the gpreat
work in which the Church is engaged, and
the increasing demands and extent of the
field. In proportion as we fail in the work
of Home Missions, all other schemes of
the Church must necessarily suffer, whereas



