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supper lime; the second invitation just before
the feast, as is stili the custom in the East.
(Ses Light fram the East and From the
Library.) Came. Jesus and His disciples
always began with the Jews in giving the
gospel message. Indeed, but few Gentiles
heard the message until alter the death of
Jesus. AtU things..new ready. Jesus and
His disciples preached that the kingdom of
God was already among men, because Jesus
had crme. John the Baptiat had said that
it was near, Matt. 3 :2, 3.

IL. The Peait Despimed, 18-21a.
Vs. 18-21a. AU scilh one consent. As an

actual tact, veryfewof the Pharisees or of the
culera of the Jews were ailling t0 accept the
invitation which Jesus brought. Ta make
excuse; beg off. "It is not usual for invita-
tions t0 princely dinners to go a-begging, but
the improbability of the incident ls the very
point of it." (Maclacen.) Boughi a piece ai
graustd, etc.; a very poor excuse, for the
grotind might have lain as it was foc another
day. See il; that i8, look after its cultivaition.
Five yoke of oxen; a valuable property in
those days. Ta prove; to test or tcy them.
Married a toile; in the man's eyes, a very
good excuse (ses Deut. 24 :5). The thraa
excuses ara axamplesl of cessons given for
refusing ta acoept the Lord's invitation to
His feast. Men ara either too absorbed in
worldly affaire, or too much preoccupied
with their own private enjoyment, to give
head ta the spiritual cail. This is the secret,
in moat cases, of the rejection of Jesus Christ.

Ii. T'he Poaât Enjoyed, glb-24.
V. 21b. The master.. beng angry; toc he

had beea insultad, traated with coatempt
by the friands who should have honorad him.
Ga eutquickl,. It was the vecy day and hour
of the fest, and ne time wus to ha lost.
(Ses Light from the East.) Streets and lanes
ai the ci31; the open squares and narrow
aimaeis, whara the blind and tbssed basked
in the sun and tha beggara asked for chacity,
appealing witb their sigbtless ayes and inaimed,
limba to the paasera-by. Note that the in-
vitation is still ta those within the city walls.
Paar. maimed. halU.. biind. By thesa ara
raeant the publicans and sinners, who wera

xcuses

outeasta, social and religious, in the ayas
of the Pharisas, as wera the beggar tribe.
Tliey wara Jews, but their practices wera
abhorrent to these self-righteous Jews, who
put tham under the ban. Jasus, howavec,
always offered the gospel ta the publicans
and sinnera, Matt. 9 : 13. If the cigid and
self-rightaous Pharisea would not enter the
kingdam, thara wera othar guasta.

Vs. 22, 23. Il is donse as thou hast cammand-
ed. The command bad bean executed at
once. Jesus had, ducing His ministcy ia
Galilee, been pceaching to the publicans and
sinnara. Yel there is raom. How vast is
Godas gracs and tha kingdomn of God
Highays ande hedgeg; that is, outside the city.
This means the Gentiles who wera beyond
the bordera of Isael. Cernpet (Rev. Ver.,
"constrain"). The invitation is such a sur-
prise, that, at firat, they will not beliave it.
So, every effort muet ha made to persade
tbem. Paul sought, not the Jews only, but
was "made ail things to aIl men," that ha
"might by ail mas save somae," 1 Cor. 9:
20-22. My hanse. flkd. Vecy moon alter

Christs& daath, the gospel passed tram the
Jews to the great Gentils world (am Matt.
24 :14; 28 :19.) The whala world shaîl
ha invited ta the feast of Godas salvation.

V. 24. Noal e hee men.. shahl laste. The
Jewish nation periahed at the faîl of Jeru-
salea in A. D). 70. What a terrible answer
ta the complscency of thea Pharisaes as saan
in v. 15 1 It was a calamity which they had
brought upon tbemnselves by their obduracy.
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watches or dlocks in any bouse, it was not
easy to datermina the hour foc the asembling
of a pacty. Bo, when an oId tiras house-
holder of any social standing gave an invi-
tation, he apacifiad that, on the appointel
day, hia servant would call at the proper
time and conduct the guest ta the fast.
This custom, not only solved the question
of time snd remnovad aIl difficulty that a
stranger might have expecienced in tlnding
the bouse of the hoat, but it became a recog-
nised eourtesý' wbicb oould ot well ha
omitted.

SI


