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connnitnMDta of capital whicK cannot
be rcadiljr withilrawn, it cannot be lat-
iafactoriljr ngulatod by competition
and ioonwr or lattr boconiM a virtual
monopoly. Tlwn tho critiriam which
wai iharp but Matttred btcome*
concentrated and at tinwe elamoroua.
Common txpcritne* indicatci that
while nearly all of tht criticism of
.large corporations, whether private
or municipal, ia natural, human na-
ture being what it it, much of it ii

unreasonable, in the sense of being
directed against the inevitable, while
some of it, and occasionally a great
deal of it, is both reasonable and
ncK-cssary and urgently rv<|uirca

remedy. It is then the primary func-
tion ot a public utilities commisvion.
I>y a constant nccumulution and in-

ti'lligcnt study of the facts, to deter-
mine what is and what is not rcniton-

ablc and Justifluble criticism nf the
pu'jiic utility services rendered by
private corporations, luid on the
basis of this knowledge to require the
maintenance of a fair and equitable
standard of efltcieney, such ah it is

possible and reasonable to afford, and
to regulate the rates at which such
services can be maintained. In doing
so, such a commission will And it

necessary not only to protect the
public against the unjust and un-
necessary encroachments of the cor-
porations, hut. to tiic end that the
corporations may be able in the most
efficient manner to meet the require-
ments of the public, to protect them
against each other and against short-

sighted and irrnsponsibtc sectional
clamor which, if allowed to determine
public policy, would cripple or de-
stroy very essential enterprises in-

volving large investments of wealth,
the impairment of which would imme-
diately react to the detriment of the
community.

The formation of a public utilities

commiasion is therefore recommended
for tht Province of British Columbia.
On such a commission should be ap-
pointed certain departmental ufficials

who are most thoroughly acquainted
with the actual conditions relating,

for instance, to water powers and
other natural resources of the pro-
vinet, the utiliting of which is essen-
tial to the services rendered by the
public utilities. Apart from the de<
partmentat members there should be
at least one person of good judgment
and wide .experience who could devote
his whole time to acquiring and co-
ordinating the necessary information
as to the varied interests of the public
invotveil in the mora important utili-

ties. If properly constituteil, the
comuiiMitiun will be able to furnish
well matured and just regulation*
and decision!* alike for the general
administration of tlic various public
utilities as for the adjustment of spe-
cial grievances and claims as to rate:*

and conditions of service, in accord-
ance with whot may be most ex-
pedient in the public interest.

To such a commission could be
transferred the mass of statistical

and other information as to the post
and present condition of the public
utilities conducted by thr British
Columbia Electric Railway Company,
produced before the present special
Conmiission. This will furnish for
future reference a body of valuable
information on the ground covered,
and which can be adileil to in other
fields and kept up to date. Tliu* the
commission will be able to afford an
intelligent readjustment in the future
of the rates and conditions of service
which arc recommended in this re-

port, some of which will require fur-
ther modifications when conditions
change for the better, to the mutual
advantage of the Company and the
public.


