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this fubjeft in ancient aothori. Only thrjr agree i i placing

this difcovery in agei greatly poftcrior to thofe wt* are no*"

examining. They afcrioe thii inreotion to feveral diflferen

perfoni. I imagine, the anchor, like feveral other machir"s.

mighi be found out in many different countries, much abouit

the fame time. If is certain, that the firft anchors were liot

made of iron, but of done, or even of wood. Thefe lail were

loaded with lead. We are told this by feveral writers, and

amongeft others by Dindoros. This author relates, that the

Phoenicians, in their firft voyages into Spain, having amafled

more filver than their (hips coufd contain, took the lead from

their anchors, .ind put filver in its place. We may obferve

further, that the firtl anchors had only one flook. It was not

till many ages after, that Anacharfis invented one with two.

All thefe difTercnt kinds of anchors are ftill in ufe in fome
countries. The inhabitants of Iceland, and of Bander-Congo,
ufe a large (lone with a hole in the middle, and a (lick throft

through It. In China, Japan, Siam, and the Maailles, they

have only wooden anchors to which they tiegreat (tones. In

the kingdom of Calicut they are of (lone. The ignorance of

the firil ages, and of many nations to this day, of the art of

working iron, has been the occaiioB of all thefe rude and
clumfy contrivances.

Though the fir ft navigators coafted along the fliores, and
took all poiiible pains not to lofe fight of land, yet,in the very

iirft ages, they mud frequently have been driven ofi* to fea by
(torms. The confufion and uncertainty they found them-
felves in when thefe accidents happened, would pat them upon
iftudying fome method of finding where they were in thefe cir*

cumdanccs. They would foon be fenfible, that the infpeAion

of the heavenly bodies was the only thing that could afford

them any diredion. It was in this manner, probably, that

aftroBomy came to be applied to navigation.

From the firfl moment men began to obferve the motion of

the heavenly bodies, they would take notice, that in that part

ofthe heavens where the fun never paffes, there are certain

(lars which appears conftantly^ every night. It was eafy to

difcover the pofition of thefe (lars in refpeA of our earth.

They appear always on the left hand of the obfervator whofe
face is turned to the eaft. Navigators were foon fenfible that

I
this difcovery might be of great advantage to them, as thefe
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