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ASQUITH DECLARES HE WAS
VICTIM OF A COMBINATION

Y

FORMALLYRUSSO-ROUMANIAM TROOPS «Q™ ™ * » OF
■ CABHI DRERFNuS; 

MIKES A PLOT AGAINST IUM
FA0IE8I5 AGAINST THE 

EN5LAYIN6 OF RELGIANS
STILL RETREATING BEFORE

CANADA MUST PREPARE 
TO COMPETE WITH HORS 

FOR MARKETS OF WORLD

Although He Acquits Lloyd George and Associ­
ates of Any Part in It—Will Continue to Lead 
Liberal Party. ________

Viscount Grey Announces that A. J. Balfour will Become 
Foreign Secretary with Lord Robert Cecil as the Under­
secretary.

“Contrary to all Precedent and Humane Principles of Inter, 
national Practice” is Tenor of the Note.Enemy Makes Desperate Atta ck on Moldavian Front But is 

Unable to Break Through.
»... ri United States Also Objects to Germany’s Submarine Activ­

ities—Likely that President Wilson Will Write Some 
More Notes.

Russians Take Offensive in Carpathians — Germains Gain 
Foothold in French Trenches but Soon Driven Out

Message Brought by H.^ Ker­
shaw in Charge of Enemy 

'Samples Exhibit.
tachmenta have token the offensive at 
the height of five versts south of Jav- 
omik.

"The battle is continuing with the 
result not yet known.

"Eight versts northeast of Torong 
Mountain our scoute attacked an ene­
my ambuscade and dispersed It" 

Germain Gain Offset.
Paris, Dec. 8.—The Germans, south­

east of St Mthlel, In the forest of 
Apremont, toy an attack today succeed­
ed in gaining a foothold in French 
trenches, tout later were forced to give 
up their gain, according to the official 
communication issued tonight. The 
communication says:

"On the front of the Somme artil­
lery activity of rather considerable 
proportions is reported in the sector 
of Bouchavesnes and in front of Bla­
ches.

“In the forest of Apremont In the 
course of an attack this morning, the 
enemy gained a foothold in some 
trencheA. Through a spirited counter­
attack our troops ejected the Ger­
mans Immediately.

“On the remainder of the front there 
is nothing to report."

Belgian communication:
“Nothing of especial Interest has 

occurred on the Belgian front.”

Petrograd, Dec. 8, via London, 4.B0 
p. m.—Roumanian and Russian troops 
In Wallachla are continuing the re­
tirement begun at the time of the oc­
cupation of Bucharest ,the war office 
announced today, 
have attacked pn the Moldavian front, 
In the Oituz Valley, but have been un­
able to break the line.

The official statement reads:
"Roumanian front: In the Oitus Val­

ley enemy attacks were beaten back.
"In Wallachla, following the occu­

pation of Bucharest, the Roumanians 
and our own troops continued W re­
tire. '

statement, making it public, follows :
"On Nov. 29 Mr. Grew, our charge 

at Berlin, was directed to obtain an 
interview with the German chancellor 
and read to Mm the following:

" ‘The government of the United 
States has learned), with the greatest 
concern and regret, of thé policy of 
the German government to deport 
from Belgium a portion of the civilian 
population for the purpose of forcing 
them to labor in Germany, and la con­
strained to protest, In a friendly spirit 
but most solemnly against this action, 
which is in contravention of all pre­
cedents and of those humane princi­
ples of international practice wtodch 
have long been accepted and follow­
ed by civilized nations In their treat-

Washlngton, Dec. 8—A note to Ger­
many protesting against the deporta­
tion of Belgians for forced labor, as

tlnued, why he did not accept a sub­
ordinate position. His colleagues 
were unanimous in advising against 
it. It was pointed: out that If he join­
ed the government, which he wished 
complete success the attacks wtwld 
continue.

He had advised his colleagues to 
exercise their own judgment In the 

M , . . . .. matter of polning the cabinet, and•n.0 ex-premier emphasized the ne- „ad brougbt no pmsUre to bear on 
ceseity and importance of giving 
strenuous adheslico to whatever gov-

London, Dec. 8.—Bx>-Premier As­
quith was the only speaker at the 
meeting of the Liberal party, at the 
Reform Dtub this afternoon. He said 
his colleagues had acted according 
to their own dictates. In no way were 
they persuaded by the action he had 
taken In resigning.

contrary to all precedents and hu­
mane principles of International prac­
tice, was made public tonight by the 
state department.

The note was cabled to Charge 
Grew, at Berlin, on Nov. 29, the day 
Ambassador Gerard discussed the 
subject with President Wilson, with 
instructions that he read it tb the 
German chancellor personally. In 
making it public the state department 
announced that the interview had 
taken place, but said nothing about

The decision to protest formally 
against the treatment of the Belgians ment of non-combatants, 
followed unsuccessful informal efforts “ ‘Furthermore, the government of 
by Charge Grew, under instructions the United States Is convinced that 
that he said informally to the Berlin the effect of this policy, If pursued, 
foreign office that the .deportations will, in all probability, be fatal to the 
were having a most unfavorable effect Belgian relief work, so humanely 

ntjcylarty the United 
rge was informed!. In

DINNER AT UNION
CLUB LAST NIGHT

Teutonic forces

Maritime Provinces Will 
Hive Great Opportunity 

For Trade After War.them. It was humiliating to think 
, that anybody should suggest that he

eminent was In power for the purpose wa> try|ng to Matraln hlB colleagues 
at brlngtqg about what all desired- (rom Bervlng the new government, 
the winning of the war. "Above all," Mr. Asquith continued,

Herbert H. Asquith declared that „hal, ^ whateVer I can to facilitate 
although he had resigned the pre- fte u,k whkh hM faUen lBto othcr 
miershlp he had not given up the handg..
leadership of the Mberat party. The vl^omt Qrey ^ nmAt the an. 
former premier, who looked remark- nolmcemenl that Mr. Balfour would 
•Mr wen said there had been a care- ,orelgn „e, retary, and that Lcrd 
fully engineered campaign against Rober, Cecil would remain parlia- 
him, but he acquitted Mr. Lloyd m9n^y
Qoorge and his «ber associate* in affalre q$er* was much applause 
the retiring government of complicity wh<m yincount Grey said that at the 
therein. ....... beginning of the war he was much

On Friday of last week. Mr. Asquith gtruck Wlth the resolute courage c< 
said, he received Mr. Lloyd Georges ttree m6n_Mr Asquith, Mr. Lloyd 
proposal for a similar war council Heorge and Kitchener. Mr.
The same day he replied that the Lloyd Qaorge, he continued, was a 
prime minister must preside over mmH an of ltcourage who never 
a body. Mr. Lloyd George did not fllnctoedi who had his burden,
agree to this, and on Sunday the wMch a heav on6| thpcugh 
Unionist members .ntlmated they had w,th great ,ortltude." 
a meeting at which they decided they Havlng ^ed the resolution ex- 
could not remain In the government preli, appreciation of Mr. Asquith’s 
If he did. and that If he did not re- 8ervlce6i recognizing him as leader, 
sign they would. He saw Mr. Lloyd and offerlng he,rty support to the 
George later and, being desirous of new government, the meeting took 
maintaining unity of the government, ap a fussion whether the Liberals 
appealed to Mr. Bonar Law to remain lhould ocCUpy Beats with the oppoet- 
In office. tton in the House of Commons. ' Mr.'

They had a conversation and at- ^uUh „ld he intended to sit In the 
tempted to accommodate their vlewe fto>t oppMltkm bench, hut that the 
as to the relationship between the oUler, c0„ld plaaae themselves, 
premier and the war council, and as 
to the pôrsonnel of the council On 
these two pointa they differed, end 
the difference of opinion was strong 
and sharp.

An arrangement was then suggest­
ed that the premier should control the 
war policy of the government, that 
the War council should submit its de­
cisions to him, and that the agenda 
of the war council should toe submit­
ted to him. No agreement was 
reached, and he undertook to write 
Mr. Lloyd George the next day, giv­
ing him his decision In the matter.

The next morning he found a state­
ment In the newspapers that the pre­
mier was to be excluded from the 
war council. He believed there had 
■been a breach of confidence, although 
he accepted Mr. Lloyd George's dis­
claimer. He wrote Mr. Lloyd George 
that he was not prepared to remain 
In the cabinet, as a spectator of the 
war, and that it was not possible to 
have a war council without the pre­
mier as chairman. After consulting 
with his friends he resigned.

He has since been asked, he con-

The Board of Trade gave a dinner 
last night at the Union Club to H. 
Kershaw and A. W. Kennedy, who 
are in the city with the exhibit of 
enemy samples, to which representa­
tives of the business houses and man­
ufacturing Interests had been invited. 
Mr. Kershaw explained very fully the 
reasons why this exhibit had been 

eign gathered up toy the. Bttish. Board- ot 
Trade, and why at the suggestion of 
Sir George Foster it lhad been sent 
to Canada.

The president of the Board of Trade 
A. H. Wet more, occupied the chair, 
and had on fate right Mr. Kershaw, 
and on his left Mr. Kennedy. Those 
present were : A. H. Wetmore, Mayor 
llayes, Capt. E .C. Elkin, A. M. field­
ing, G. W. Campbell, John Keeffe, F. 
L. Peters, H. C. Schofield, F. B. Bills, 
II. B. Emerson, W. F. Burditt, W. K. 
Ganong, J. Hunter White, W. F. Berna- 
by, J. B. Oudltp, R. D. Paterson, F. E. 
Marvin, J. F. Gregory, Jtdhn McAvity, 
Alex. Wilson, V. W. Simms, George 
H. Waring, H. R. Elturdee, Josiah 
Fowler and R. E. Armstrong.

After the good things had been dis­
posed of the chairman introduced the 
speaker of the evening, Mr. Kershaw. 

On rising to speak Mr. Kershaw 
greeted with cheers. He sa d

"In Dobrudja and on the Danube 
calm prevails.**

Russians Take Offensive.
The Russians have taken the of­

fensive in the wooded (Carpathians dis­
trict, and a battle Is In progress 
there, the war office announced to­
day.

planned and so successfullyThe text reads:
S' "V^estem front: On the Golunltza- 
' Peniattl front the enemy bombarded

out, a result which would be greatly 
deplored and which, It is assumed, 
would seriously embarrass the Ger­
man government.’

“The interview has taken place."

mm___
reply that the policy was adopted as 
a military necessity, andi that Ger­
many regarded It as legal.

The note, with the department’s

our positions with mines of powerful 
destructive effect

"In the region of Potutort and 
Bslnkelany rifle and artillery fir» of 
great Intensity Is proceeding.

••In the wooded Carpathians our de- raiïüro THE CHEIUIURE
KH SMIVESSEL 01M1STH 

CROSSED IT* SOUK Dismissal of George N. Clark 
Discussed Yesterday Af­
ternoon — Minor Appoint­
ments Made. FLAG FLYINGAnchor Liner Caledonia Believed to Have Been Sunk, Says 

Announcement Made at Lloyds. The provincial government met here 
yesterday.

George N. Clark, who was formerly 
liquor license inspector for the Coun­
ty of Kent and was dismissed from 
office some time ago, was heard with 
reference to his removal, which was 
stated In the "Royal Gazette” to be 
"for cause." 
investigation into the matter as he 
considered the expression to toe a re­
flection upon his Integrity. It was ex­
plained that this was not intended, as 
his removal was not in consequence 
of any reasons which reflected upon 
his handling of any moneys under the 
Liquor Act /or upon his integrity In 
any way, tout solely because there was 
at the time considerable public pro­
test in the county against the manner 
in which the act was being enforced 
in certain cases where public opinion 
believed the persons prosecuted to be 
innocent. Tills caused the local repres­
entatives to recommend that the ad­
ministration of the law be placed in 
other hands.

George M. McDade and Leo Dolan 
appointed official reporters of

Stars and Stripes at the Mast­
head
neath the Waves —Captain 
Tells His Story.

was
he was very glad-to h^ve the privilege 
of speaking to the merchants and 
manufacturers bf St. John In connec­
tion with the exhibit of enemy samples 
which Sir George Foster had been 
instrumental in bringing to Canada.

This exhibit had been gathered from 
all over the globe and had been ex­
hibited in the United Kingdom before 
being brought to Canada. The ob­
ject was to stimulate the manufacture 
and exportation of goods which Ger­
many had been sending to various 
countries before the war. A largo 
number of the exhibits were such as 
he would not advise any self-respect­
ing country to manufacture, but in­
cluded In the lot were eeveral lines 
which it would pay our people to 
undertake.

He im-pressed upon those present 
that if the British Empire was to pre­
vent the German empire from Impos­
ing Its yoke of frightfulness ton law- 
abiding nations It was necessary to 
prepare for the industrial war to come 
just as soon as peace was declared. 
Germany was already preparing for 
that day, and if the British Empire 
was not to be beaten it also must 
be prepared. When the war stopped 
machinery now used in making mu­
nitions would lie Idle unless It was 
put to other use, and now was the 
time to get ready to use it for other 
purposes. He advocated sending to 
Ottawa and obtaining Information in 
regard to countries too which each In­
dividual could send his particular re­
quirements of the proposed market. 
He referred to the very vast possibili­
ties the Maritime Provinces and 
in this connection said:

"And what vast possibilities there 
are for conducting a world trade from 
the great Maritime Provinces? Look 
at the map and observe that St. John 
to Europe alone lies almost 400 miles 
nearer than New Yortt, almost 200 
miles nearer than Boston and about 
150 miles nearer than Portland. New 
Brunswick Itself Is neariy as large as 
Scotland. There are mineral depos­
its here, and coal lies conveniently 
near. Believe me, Canada Is destined 
to become a great manufacturing

London, Dec. 8<—The Anchor line ctoamohlp Caledonia, of 9,223 
tone gross, la believed to have been aunk, eaya an announcement made 
today at Lleyd'a «hipping agency.

The Caledonia hae for acme time been In the eerviee of the British 
government The vessel was 500 feet long, 68 feet beam and 33 
feat deep. She was built at Glasgow In 1904.

The Caledonia wae formerly In the passenger service between 
New York and Glasgow, one of the erack ships of the Anchor Line fleet 
The local offices of the line said today that they had heard nothing of 

oommertdeered for government service In

GREY STATES 
BRITISH CASE 

AS TO GREECE

she Plunged Bé­as

Mr. Clark wished an

Paris, Dec. 8.—"The Chemung Went 
dtcrwn with the American flag flying, 
all right," said Captain John J. Duffy, 
master of the 
which was sunk by a submarine off 
the coast of Spain Nov. 28, to the As­
sociated Press today. “But I had no 
argument over the flag with the Aus­
trian submarine commander.”

Captain Duffy was in Parts for a 
few hours today on his way to Eng­
land, whence he will sail for the Unit­
ed States.

"We were fired on after I had hoist­
ed a signal that I was stopping.” said 
the Chemung’s master. "We had been 
on the lookout for submarines, and 
had determined to stop as soon as we 
were signalled. Therefore, when the 
first gun was fired our signal that we 
were stopping went up. Nevertheless 
a shell fired afterwards struck our 
bows.

“When the ship was struck by the 
torpedo our boats were not out of 
range of the debris, which shot up In­
to the air for a thousand feet and 
fell all around us. It wae a lucky 
chance no one was hurt.

"Third Officer Jacobson, who went 
to the submarine with the ship’s pa- - 
pers, says the Austrians first intended 
to make me a prisoner. But he said 
-to them: ‘Don’t. The captain Is a very 
good soldier.* I was not taken aboard 
the submarine .but Jacobson said she 
was of a very targe type, being 170 
feet long, he guessed. He said she had 
a high bow like a yacht not like the 
bow of an ordinary submarine."

steamer Chemung,the vassal alnoa she wae 
August, 1914.

They had no word of her destination, other than contained In 
proto despatches. The ship It registered as commanded by Captain 
Blalkle. 8.—The

statement on the Greek 
which le authorized toy Viscount Grey 
cf Fallodon, British secretary for for­
eign affairs, has been handed to the 
Associated Press:

"It sometimes has been said, not by 
our enemies but by critics in neutral 
countries who are not too well dispos­
ed towards us, that our presence in 
Greece does not differ appreciably from 
the presence cf the Germans in Bel­
gium. By this lit is not meant to sug­
gest that our troops have been guilty 
of the excesses ana atrocities which 
are now reaching their climax in the 
Belgian deportations, 
landing of our troops at Saloniitl can 
no more be defended from a Juristic 
point of view than the German Inva­
sion by way of Liege in August, 1914.

"At this period of the war the posi­
tion of Belgium before the German 
invasion needs no further explanation. 
The ablest historians have made it 
perfectly clear that the neutrality of 
Belgium was guaranteed by certain 
powers ,cne of whom was Germany; 
that Germany, on the derisory pretext 
that she mlgt have to meet a French 
Invasion through Belgium, first deliv­
ered to that country an ultimatum re­
quiring her to allow the unhindered 
passage of Germ Bn troops, and that 
then, on the demand being met with 
an unqualified refusal, (Belgium's only 
possible reply consonant with loyalty 
to her other guarantors) she proceed­
ed to occupy the country, with the re­
sults which are only too weU known 
to us all

following
situation,

London. Dec.
(Newe-Edltor'a Note,—The Caledonia was the steamship which 

carried the 26th Battalion which left 64. John on June 13th, 1916. for
Liverpool.)

Headquarters, was tflxe only St John 
officer to arrive.

Captain O’Hagan of Calgary was 
also a passenger. Nursing Sister Miss 
M. E. Smith of. Parrsboro was a pas­
senger, but as she was In charge of 
the men who required medical care, 
she went with the party as far as Que­
bec. She will return to her home in 
Parrsboro on furlough.

The party was met by the returned 
soldiers’ reception committee, as well 
as several ladies, representing the 
different associations In the city.

The men who are to be discharged 
from the depot In St. John and who 
live In the Maritime Provinces are L. 
L. McArthur, Canterbury, and W. H. 
Haggard1, Norton, both of the 116th 
Battalion; R. Dunsworth, 40th Bat­
talion, Halifax, N. 8.; A. Call, Monc­
ton, N. B., 146th Battalion, J. C. 
Cralne, 46th Battalion, Fredericton, 
and W. O. Brisson of the 145th Battal­
ion, Moncton.

Captain O’Hagan, who enlisted in 
Ontario In the 2nd Battalion, said that 
he wae sure that the Germans wanted 
peace now, but that this fl*«t would 
have to be fought aU over again If 
peace was declared. He has been in 
France for nearly two years. He stat­
ed that the Canadians had' made an 
enviable name, and that there were 
no soldiers at the front who were

HE WOUNDED HEROES 
HERE OH CORINTHIAN

were
the house for the approaching ses­
sion.

Miss B. Whitehead was appointed a 
clerk In the Crown Land office.

The proposed Apportionment of the 
assessment for the Patriotic Fund was 
considered on the recommendation of 
the provincial committee. It was de­
cided to send a copy to each city, town 
and municipality affected and to have 
the matter finally disposed cf at a 
meeting of the government to be "held 
at Fredericton on January 2ndi

more cheerful. He Is home on fur­
lough, and left last night for Calgary 
to rejoin fils family.

Home From Staples.
Nursing Sister M. E. Smith, who 

has been engaged In looking after the 
suffering .and wounded In No. 1 Cana­
dian General Hospital, Staples, 
France, told The Standard that de­
spite the wounds that some of the pa­
tients who have come under her no­
tice In the (hospital have reqêived, they 
were not at all pessimistic. She will 
return from Quebec the first of the 
week. ,

G. A. Farmer was the most afflicted 
man to return. He had to be carried 
from the steamer on a stretcher. He 
has lost the use of his limbs from par­
alysis.

Another unfortunate man to return 
was Private Sydney A. Howell of the 
28th Battalion of Regina. Hie left 
arm Is partially disabled-, and he Is 
compelled to walk with crutches on 
account of a wound he received In the 
thigh.

One Casualty During the 
Voyage — Several Soldiers 
Sorely Wounded,* but are 
Hopeful.

but that the

Shortly before five o’clock last even- 
, In g the 8. 8. Corinthian on which was 
\a party of returned men docked at 
Ver berth on tfoe West Side. The only 
casualty to mar a pleasant voyage was 
flbe death of one of the returning sol­
diers, Private H. Caswell of Edmon­
ton. The steamer had been out four 
days when the young man, who was 
subject to epileptic fits, died in one of 
them.

Besides the officers, she bad on hér 
passenger list sixty-three men for 
western points, and six for the Mari­
time Provinces. Major Osborne was 
the officer commanding. He enlisted 
In the 6th Regiment of the C. M. R. 
Major T. B. Powers of 3rd Division

country. It is this that will attract 
immigrants, and the right type of 
brainy man too. It Is this which will 
help so much to swell the revenue 
of the country alter the war."

At the Conclusion of his address 
the mayor thanked Mr. Kennedy on 
behalf of the city and otf the manu­
facturers and merchants present for 
the splendid talk he had given and 
voiced the hope that all would benefit 
by the exhibit.

The chairman proposed a toast to 
the “King" and the gathering dis­
persed after the singing 'of the Na­
tional Anthem.

London, Dec. 8.—The admiralty an­
nounced tonight that a report had 
been received that a disguised armed 
German vessel of mercantile type 
was sighted in the North Atlantic on 
December 4. No further Information 
has been received concerning the ves­
sel’s whereabouts, the admiralty adds.
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