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THE GERMAN TROOPS

Berlin Attempts to Justify New Submarine Policy Which Be
gins at Midnight Tonight by Alleged Breach of Faith on 
Part of Great Britain.IJBI DERATED THBESKN» French Sent Provisions and 

Arms to Rear Six Months
should the United States reply to the 
communication presented today It may 
take occasion to point out the erron
eous construction placed upon several 
of these expressions.

The oomimundcaition from Germany 
probably will Ibejoonigidered by 'Preafr 
dent Wilson and his cabinet tomorrow 
and official indication regarding it is 
expected soon thereafter.

Washington, Felb. 28.—Germany, In 
a formal note presented toy Count Von 
Bemstorff to Secretary of State Lan
sing today, reiterates assurances re
garding the future conduct of subma
rine* warfare given in the Lusitania 
cade, declares those assurances have 
not been modified toy the memorandum 
setting forth its Intention to treat 
armed menchantanian of the Entente 
Allies as auxiliary cruisers after mid
night tomorrow, and attempts to jus
tify the issuance of the memo toy pre
senting evidence and assertions de
signed to prove that the British gov
ernment has instructed merchantmen 
to use their armament for purposes of 
attack, In violation of assurances given 
to the United States.

Later it was said at the State De
partment that while the United States 
stood unalterably for the right of a 
merchant ship to carry guns for de
fense, it was not now and never had 
been contended that Americans could 
travel with Immunity on ships having 
orders to act offensively. It -was indi
cated that although Secretary Lansing 
wa» not prepared at this time to ao 
cept as conclusive the allegations of 
Germany in regard to the confidential 
Instructions claimed to have been giv
en to British 
claims were sustained the fact would 
have an important bearing upon the 
future attitude of this gov
ts felt to high official quarters here 
that the question of motive is the car
dinal consideration in determining 
difference between defensive and of
fensive armament.

Ago,
Operations by South African Troops in West Egypt Ended in 

Decisive Success — Brother of Turkish War Minister 
Who Led Enemy was Among 200 Dept

f‘Frightful Massacre”, German Soldiers Taken Prisoner De-
Moment’s Hesitation of'scribe Work of French Guns 

Part of French When Huns Set Foot on Fort Douaumont
NEITHER CANNON NOR 

GARRISON THERE NOW.
Would Have Spelled Defeat.

London, Feb. 28—Additions! advices 
regard! nu the ««Siting In Western 
Egypt, In which South African troops 
defeated trlbeemen commanded by 
Turkish offloere. were received by the 
xrar office todey fron) Mhjor General 
Sir John Maxwell, commander of the 
British forces. The report says:

“The fight on Saturday last ended 
in a decisive success for us. The ene
my were under the personal command 
of the Nnri Bey. brother of Enver 
Pasha, the Turkish war mtnieter. with 
Geafar as hit principal oabeedinste.

Reiterates Previous Pledges.
The note at the outset reiterates 

the previous pledges, which were giv
en on September 1, and October 5, 
last year for th» safety of unresisting 
liners and then goes on to say the Ger
man government does not believe these 
assurances have been modified by the 
new memorandum.

During the negotiations over the 
Lusitania, it says, no mention was 
made of armed merchantmen, and that 
the United States, in one of its notes 
on the Lusitania, mentioned unarmed 
merchantmen. Attention then Is cal
led to the assurances previously given 
in which it is stated that liners will 
not be sunk without warning, provid
ed they do not offer resistance. Atten
tion then is called to the assurances 
previously given in which it is stated 
that liners will not be sunk without 
wanting, provided they do not offer re
sistance. Attention also is called to 
the American government in its no
tice to port authorities that the pre
sence of armament on board a mer
chant vessel creates the presumption 
that the vessel is armed for offence.

It is stated that a submarine com
mander cannot be expected to warn 
au enemy merchantman which has a 
right to fire on the submarine which 
warns It, and the German government 
sets up the contention that equipment 
and intention to resist a warning given 
by a submarine does not come within 
the definition of defensive armament.

The note then sets forth that the Ger
man government did not issue its new 
instructions to submarine command
ers until after it had come into posses
sion of confidential instructions by the 
British government to the commanders 
of British merchantmen. It denied 
that armed British merchant ships of 
any description are peaceful traders, 
and It is declared that the armament 
on board all of them is to be used espe
cially for purpose of attack.

The charge Is made that Austrian 
submarines also have been attacked 
by armed British merchantmen, which 
the note declares are not conforming, 
and have no intention of conforming 
to the assurances given to the United 
States by the British government in 
a memorandum of August 25, 1914, by 
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, the British am
bassador. The German government 
says It cannot see how the American 
government, in consideration of these 
facts, can regard armed British mer
chantmen as peaceful trading ships.

The note makes it clear that the 
Berlin government believes its new in
structions to submarine commanders 
are in accord with the viewpoint ex
pressed by the United States in its 
memorandum proposing a modus viven
di to the Entente Allies for the disar
mament of merchant ships.

Losses in Great Struggle In 
Progress Have Gone Be
yond Power of Calculators,

Parle, Fib. 28 (6.06 p. m.)—"A frightful maaaacre,” I, how German 
eoldiars taken prisoner In the battle *f Verdun describe the effeet of 
the French artillery, machine gim and rlfie Art. But thr Impetus of 

(' the assaulting forcée wee not diminished thereby during the first four 
days, because fresh troops were thrown Into the battle unceasingly. 

“Advance, no matter what the lows may be," was the order given 
tke German troops before the attack. This la verified by docu

ments found on one of the captured officers.
Ths most erttleal moment In the si* days’ actlan was when the 

Germpna gained a footing In the entrenched camp by the capture of Fort 
Douaumont. the last hesitation^! the part of the defenders would 
have boon disastrous. The Germons redoubled their efforts to take 
advantage of any confusion, but the French Immediately began a count- 
enolfenalvo.

French Infantry advanced at doubleaulek pace te the trumpet 
charge, and leaped et the first ranks of the Germane with Irresistible 
fury. The dash was murderous to both oldeo. The thinned Frenoh 
ranks were not to be denied, but went to the second German wing, 
while reinforce manta ware hurried to their support. Thf German lines 

Tÿ*eared Jr* WM&Jlt W <*»»-«*•** «*• «lea-
, eil the fort. «[ftTILLEftY ADDS TO THE CARNAGE.

suit, mss or
‘ te IFE HEAVY Parts, Feb. 27—The fight for the 

possession of Verdun goes on with in
creasing violencé, multiplying the dead 
arid wounded to a point that the losses 
have got beyond calculators.

It la Impossible to verify how matoy 
reinforcements the Germans have 
brought up, but the military critics 
believe of the 300,000 men that began 
the attack few will be left at the end 
of the first fighting.

Verdun, the object of all this sacri
fice, is now nothing tout “an ancien* 
fortress," according to authoritative 
information, and if the Germans take 
it they will And, it but an empty shell. 
Fort Douaumont, before which such- a 
sacrifice in lives has been made by 
its assailants, holds neither cannon 
nor garrison. It is six months since 
the French, putting into practice «he 
lessons of the war, showing that fort
resses arp more vulnerable than field 
works, “unclassed” Verdun, and all Its 
provisions, arms and munitions, as 
well as those in the surrounding forts, 
were sent to the rear.

Eighty thousand men and several 
hundred cannon would have been the 
trophies of a conquest of the place In 
September, 1914.

Today Verdun Is not a fortress. It 
has neither cannon nor garrison, and 
has no provisions except for the cur
rent needs of the population. The 
value of the town itself is scarcely 
more than that of any one of the vil
lages to the north taken by the Ger
mans In the last six days, since it was 
never anything more than a military 
stronghold.

.1They were holding a strong position 
some fifteen miles southeast of Bara- mm —at.

"General Peyton report» that the 
attack by South African Infantry un- 
fier Gen. I.ukln 
ceeeful, and that toe charge Ot the 
Dorsetshire Yeomanry was brilliant 
and most effective. In this charge 

and mate prleon-

imer Strikes Aus- 
e off Albania—Be- 
;tims Numerous,

Italian
completely sue-

trian
li<

Gasfar captains, that if the1

in additionon the grou 
to Gasfar two other Turkish officers 
were made prisoner. One machine 
gun was captured.

“The telegraph line between Tatxuh 
and Barani has not been complètely 
restored, so that full details of the 
affair are not yet a* hand."

w t. ItLondon, Feb. 28.—The sinking of the 
hospital ship Mare Chiaro near San 
Giovanni Di Medua, Albania, is report 
ed In a despatch from Rome to the 
Exchange Telegraph Company. The 
vessel Is said to have struck an Aus
trian mine. It is reported there were 
numerous victims.

The steamship Mare Chiaro. 412 
tons gross and 175 feet long, was built 
at Ancona In 1912, and was owned at 
Naples.

A cry of triumph went up all along the Frenoh line, and the ardor 
of the counter-attack was redoubled. In the meantime an artillery 
duel, surpassing In Intensity any previous action of the war, added te 
the carnage.

The battle seems new to have reached a critical point The as
saulting forces have recoiled slightly in the region of Douaumont, leav- 
Ing the regiments which occupied the fort cut off and surrounded by 
French troops. The attacks upon the French left, at Cote Du Poivre 
•eemed to have completely failed. However, attacks made repeatedly 
with such heavy masses as the Germane are constantly bringing up, it 
is admitted by military authorities, are always likely to make further 
gains, provided the officer* are willing to pay the price in human life.

There Is no exaggerated optimism to be found in military circles 
here, but the check of the Germane attacking In such formidable num
bers is regarded by them at one of the great achievements of the war, 
and It la generally held that events have taken a turn quite favorable 
to the French arms In the last twenty-four hours.

^French More Than Holding Their Own 
The tide of battle around Verdun 

f ^lias not apparently set in favor of eith
er side. White the Germane claim fur. 
jther advances, the French are equally 
^emphatic In their claim of having 
^checked the attacks of the masses of 
^German infantry sent against them.

Ftort Douaumont has fallen to the 
ÿGeHp'ans, but Is reported to be in 
(TuinV Around this position the most 
desperate fighting of the battle has 
vbeen going on since Friday. Here 
^French counter-attacks were deliver
ed with such crushing force that some 
of the Gerjnan detachments were driv
en back, and one regiment is almost 
encircled. To the west of this tort, lnJ 
a hand-to-hand encounter, the French 
have ejected the Germans from a 
email redoubt which they had captur- fire.
/ed.

Throughout the entire sector of Ver» 
dun, except on the western bank of the 
Meuse river, where the German bom
bardment has slackened somewhat, the 
artillery duels are still of vast pro
portions. To the southeast, the French 
at Frosnes, In the Woevre region, have 
put down two German attacks against 
that town, but the Germans have In. 
augura ted an important movement in 
the Champagne district, where by a 
surprise attack they succeeded in en
tering French advanced positions of 
a supporting trench over a front of 
nearly a mile, capturing more than a 
thousand men.

Notwithstanding the fresh re
serves the French have thrown Into 
the fray at Fort Douaumont, the Ger
man war office declares that their ef
forts have been fruitless, and that the 
(Bermans have advanced their lines to- 
Ward Bras and Vacherauvtlle. It Is also 
iAimed that the Germans have entire
ly expelled the French from the Meuse 
peninsula, southward from Samogneux, 
and west of Vacherauvtlle.

On the Russian front, around Fried- 
rlchstadt and Illoukst, there has been 
heavy artillery, machine gun and rifle 
firing, in Galicia the Russians repulsed 
jan attempt hy the Austtp-Hungarlans

Resistance and Offenae an Important 
Element.In Mesopotamia.

A copy of the so-called British in
structions, which were handed to Am
bassador Gerrard in Berlin, and which 
are considered by Secretary Lansing 
to be the all-important element to the 
situation as it stands at present have 
not arrived. Pending their receipt 
anjl a subsequent decision regarding 
the attitude of the United States, the 
State Department is prepared to con
sider any overt act committed by the 
commanders of German and Austrian 
submarines in the light of the facts. 
It was authoritatively stated that the 
department probably would not act 
upon the case of an American who sus
tained injuries aboard a vessel which 
ft could toe definitely established was 
to ‘be offensively used.

The State Department makes a 
broad distinction between resistance 
and offensive. It holds that a mer
chant ship has a right to resist cap
ture, but not to act offensively. Of 
course, It is admitted, a vessel loses 
all Immunity while to the act of reeist-

London, Feb. 28—The following of
ficial communication concerning the 
operations of the British in Mesopot
amia was made public this evening:

“On the morning of the 22nd Gem 
Aylmer bombarded the enemy camp 
on the left bank of ithe Tigris to make 
him disclose his dispositions, and at 
the same time to Inflict the maximum 
amount of damage. The enemy, taken 
by surprise, lost heavily and useful in
formation was obtained by our aero
planes.

“A small column» from N&slrtyeh 
moved’ out against a hostile concen
tration force four miles north of that 
place. The enemy fled after suffering 
severely. Our casualties were nil.

“General Aylmer continued his op
erations the next day with the object 
of securing a forward position on tlhe 
right bank, and to bring a reverse fire 
on the enemy's position at Hannah.
On the 25th two of our aeroplanes flew 
from Basra to General Aylmer's force.

“The river is rising, and a flood 
may be expected in a few daye.

“A second disturbance between 
Turkish troops and the populace at 
Najf Is reported. A telegram, dated L ..
the 26th, says an effective bombard- New Y<”*- according to Reuters' cor- 
ment of the enemy’s camp at Hannah respondent et The Hague. The Rot 
is being carried out." terdam cleared from Falmouth Feb.

26 for her westward voyage.

British Steamer Sunk.
London, Feb. 28, 9.05 p. m.—Accord

ing to Lloyds, the British steamer 
Southford, formerly the Sindbad, has 
been sunk. Eleven of the vessel’s 
crew were saved. Two were killed. 
The Southford was a vessel of 897

Three Hundred Saved.
London, Feb. 28, 11.37 p. m.—The 

owners of the Peninsular and Oriental 
line steamer Maloja, which struck q 
mine and sank off Dover Sunday, an
nounced tonight that the total number 
of persons saved in the disaster was 
801. Of these 72 were passengers, 92 
members of the European crew, and 
137 of the Lascar crew. The missing 
comprise 49 passengers, 20 members 
of the European crew, and 86 Lascar». 
Seize Helland-Amerlcan Liner's Mall.

Ivondon, Feb. 28, 11.16 p. m.—The 
British authorities at Falmouth took 
off there the mail of the Holland-Am- 
erican line steamer Rotterdam, which 
sailed from Rotterdam Feb. 23, for

to capture trenches on the Middle 
Stripa river.

Berlin, Feb. 28, by wireless to Say- 
ville—The official Austrian statement 
Issued yesterday says that by the cap
ture of the Albanian port of Durazzo 
the Austrians took 23 cannon, includ
ing six coast defence guns, ten thou
sand rifles, and a large amount of ar
tillery, ammunition and provisions.

The flight of the Italians from Duraz- 
eo, the report says, was carried out 
hastily in great disorder.

MME LOSSES 
SEOT OF RITES

!ng.
Authoritative information obtained 

here tonight indicated that the Brit
ish government probably would com
bat the allegations of Germany that 
British ships ostensibly armed for de
fense are to reality armed for offen
sive purposes. It was aadd that Brit
ish masters had not been Instructed 
to hunt for submarines, that on the 
contrary they had been told to do 
everything possible to avoid the craft 
and that only in the event of a hostile 
submarine approaching without warn
ing near enough to use bombs or tor
pedoes were the skippers authorized 
to use their guns.

All things considered, the State 
Department 1s understood to feel that 
the possibility is more or less remote 
of difficulties arising In the near fu
ture ae a result of the new G 
Austrian policy, 
strengthened by the declaration In the 
German note received today, which 
was acquiesced to toy Austria, through 
Baron Zwiedinek, charge of the em
bassy here, that the orders issued to 
the naval commanders were so formu
lated as to prevent the destruction of 
enemy liners, “on account of their 
armament, unless such armament is

, With Russian Army.
Petrograd, Feb. 28, via I,ondon, 10.30 

p. m.—The official communication Is
sued toy the war office today says:

“On the western front there has 
been heavy artillery, machine gun and 
rifle firing south of Friedrlchstadt 
near the mouth of the Lautze and to
wards Illoukst. In Galicia an enemy 
attempt to approach our trenches in 
the Middle Stripa was repulsed by our

I

Yesterday's Figures Show In
crease of Ten to Twenty 
Shillings Per Cent. Over Last 
Week,

MAY SECURE PHOTO 
OF GRAVE OF THOSE 

WHO DIE IN BATTLE
CHEMICAL PLANT 

BLOWN UP IN
Says Caution Will be Observed.

It declares that German submarine 
commanders have been so instructed 
that they will not destroy a merchant 
ship on a question of armament, unless 
It is known positively that such arma
ment exists. The declaration that pre
vious pledges will not be revoked also 
is formally given.

The efforts of the United States to 
have the belligerents agree to a modus 
vivendi which will cause all merchant 
ships to be disarmed, it is declared, 
are welcomed by Germany. Then fol
lows a declaration that the German 
government will no longer allow its 
submarines to be made the object of 
attacks In violation of the principles 
of international law and, therefore, the 
new instructions will not be postponed 
or modified.

Appended to the communication, 
which was signed by Count Von Bern- 
storff, was a list of about twenty Inci
dents where it is charged German and 
Austrian submarines have been attack
ed by merchantmen armed ostensibly 
for defensive purposes. At no place 
in the communication is It suggested 
that American citizens be warned to 
remain off armed merchant ships, and 
the question of what constitutes de
fensive armament te not brought up, 
though It is admitted in various quar
ters that such a question probably will •

“In the Caucasus we continued our 
pursuit of the enemy.”

Continued on page two.
London, Feb. 28.—The recent heavy 

losses In shipping, especially during 
fhc week-end, from floating mines 
or other causes have resulted in a 
stiffening of insurance rates. Un
derwriters last week quoted rate» on 
shipping to the continent which were 
almost prohibitive. Today's figures 
for east coast traffic show an increase 
from ten shillings to twenty shillings 
per cent.

Insurance for Mediterranean and 
other voyages have not changed great
ly, although there is more hesitation 
than henetofore in accepting risks. 
This probably due to the fear of fresh 
submarine activity beginning March 
1, when the German and Austrian de
crees concerning treatment of armed 
merchantmen as warships take effect.

BRITISH BEAT 
BACK GERMANS 

NEAR ALBERT

By Applying to Chaplain of Unit 
to Which Deceased is At
tached,

and
This belief is

Ottawa, Feb. 28, via leased wire.— 
A description of the system • under 
which record Is kept of the graves of 
those gallant Canadians who have 
fallen in battle, Is given in an issue of 
the “Listening Post,” published by 
the Seventh Battalion, C. B. F., and 
received here. The paper refers to 
the work of the Graves Registration 
Commission, and says that the com
mission receives from each chaplain 
a report of each burial and of the lo
cation of each grave. “They will 
furnish," It adds, "to the wife, mother 
or other near relative of a deceased 
man, a photograph of his grave. The 
relatives must make application to 
the chaplain of the unit to which tha 
deceased was attached, giving his 
name, rank, number and the date of 
his death."

Bulletin—Woburn, Mass., Feb. 29— 
The trinitrotoluol building of the New 
England Chemical Company blew up 
with a terrific explosion early today. 
The trinitrotoluol stored In that section 
of the great chemical plant is said to 
be one of the most powerful explosives 
ini the use and mnaufacture of war 
munitions. The plant was located in 
a remote section of North Woburn, 
away from the residential quarter, but 
nineteen other buildings where heavy 
war orders were being filled were 
located nearby. Among these struc
tures were those of the Merrimack 
Chemical Company. Bo great was the 
confusion immediately following the 
explosion» that it was not known 
whether there was any loss of Ufa

in the note presented by Count Von 
Bemstorff several reference» are made 
to declarations of the United States In 
previous correspondence to the Lusi
tania case. There were strong intima
tions today that administration officials 
are Inclined to resent the repetition 
of certain expressions and references 
without the text to which they appear
ed, holding that in doing so the Ger
man government has given a false im
pression of the attitude of this gov. 
eminent. It was even suggested that be raised.

London'. Feb. 28, 10.65 p. m.—The 
British official communication issued 
tonight says:

“Last night we repulsed a email Ger
man attack southeast of Albert During 
the night the enemy sprang a mine 
south ot La Bassee Canal, causing 
some damàge to our trenches.

"Today there has been some artil
lery activity about. Aubers and the 
Y pres-Coniines Canal."

OTTAWAS WIN.

Ottawa, Feb. 28.—The Ottawa» came 
back to form tonight and defeated the 
Montreal Wanderers by six goals to 
two, after a great N. H. A. game at the 
Arena, ft took place on a fast sheet 
of ice, and drew a crowd of about 
6,000 people.
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