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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

That Troublesome Shadow !

“The one shadow that troubled the
brotherhood was the sure indication
iven in the reports fr¢m our churches,
that in all that pertains to full fellow
ship with Christ in sacrifice and serv-
ice, the standard with our membership
is 20 low as to sadly embarrass the
body in all its enterpris-s, and in many
cases to put in doubt the genunineness
of the Caristian profession made.”” Bee
MissENC AND Visitor of Jaly 1lth,
near the close of its report of the N. B.
Central Baptist Asscciation. It is to be
feared that over the wnole Baptist de
nomination of North America that
ssme ‘tron>lesome shadow” is gloom-
ing harging. But why is it thus?
Young People’s Bocieties of Christian
Endeavor and Bptist Young People’s
Ugions have scrung up and multiplied
wonderfully in our denomination of
Iste, and are reported to be duing grand
and good work. And many revivals are
repcrted, large numbers have been
added to the churches recently. Bat all
this has not sofficed to remove the
tronblesome shadow, it still remains!
Now, & shadow indicstes a substance
somewhere ! Io thiscaese the substance
causfog the shadow is said to be “The
low standard of Chrisiiw sacrifice and
service.” Now, the question that needs
ard which must be, discursed is,
L s the oause of ghia *low stand-

Toe snswer 16w iloh is, & dis

regard for the teaching of the New
Testament on the part of the ministers
and members of toe churches' (There
are, of conrss, many « xcsptions), but
with the me) rity dlsregard of God's
Word is andly appsrent; ssd conse
jtently an unboly sillsace on the par
of professing Coristinos with the nognd
y ' Sach an allisnce always leads the
Christian away from Ohrist, sod chills
his cr her love snd seal for Christisn
sacrifice and service, and begets in them
» man-plessing spleit, and o fear of
offending their ungodly yoke-fellows
This is especially true of those church
members and ministers who have jolned
oath bound secret socleties, many of
whom will go further and give more to
please and support thelr lodge and it
masters than they will do o plesse
Chriet or to support the church' Ho
long as ministers and members of Bap-
tist churches are allowed. to fraternize
with the’ ungodly in any of the osth
bound secret orders, (in all of which
frivolity and selfishnesws is fostered. and
and in the higher arders, such sa Free
masonry and Uddlnnum lying, bypo-
crisy, tomfoolry and blasphemy, sre
umgh* and practised) “the standard of
Christian ssorifice and service will oon
tinue to be low, and its shadow will
continue to trouble the Christian
brotherhood; because -the aflections,
the sexvide and the money that belongs
to Christ is given to support the secret
lodges and the kingdom of anti-christ!
And consequently sin is winked at,
worldliness is fostered, discipline is
neglected, and the standard of Christian
sacrifice is thereby brought trouble-
somely low! Doubtless there are other
reasons that might be given for the
“low standard of Christian sacrifice
and service’’ now troubling the brother-
hood ; but, it is believed, the influence
of the secret lodge system, outweighs
all the others in fu evil effect npon our
churches. Dear brethren, remove the
cause of “the low standard” and its
shadow will then cease to be a trouble

In connection with the foregoing 1
wish to refer to the ‘“‘Baptist Boys
lln ade” which has sprung up recently
is becomin, Lo populu with

inthe

have been advised by writers ‘in the
MessENGER AXD VistToR to adopt it.
And seeing our churches are already
under “the tmublname shadow of &
low dard of Cl and
service, it is possible that some of them
may be induced to try this new novelty,
which, it is belfeved, is another inven-
tion of satan, intended by him to lower
still farther “the standard of Christian
sacrifice and service’”” by our Baptist
church members. Vital godliness is
well nigh driven from many of our
churches already through or by the
mesans of the many christless organiza-
tions that are patronized by said
churches. And, it seems to me, that to
teach our Baptist boys theuseof carnal
weapons and all the tactics of ungodly
warfare as being a necessary part of
Christian service, is the devil’s master-
plece of satanic trick“f And for our
churches generall opt it, in addi-
tion to all the anti-christian fraternities
already patronized by them, will be
about all that is needed to brlng our
Baptist standard to the lo west point, and
send it trailing helplessly in the mire,
“Ye thetefore, beloved, seeing ye know
these things before, beware lest ye also,
being led away with the error of the
wicked, fall from your own stesdfast-
ness ; but grow in Trm and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Baviour
Jesus Ohedst, To Him be glory both
now and forever. Amen.”
R: 8 Morvox,

Miliville, July, 1694

| We do not know of any good resson
why & member 6f & Christisn church
should wish to belong 1o “an oath-bound
secret soclety.” Bat good men do be
long to such socletion as our covres
pondent names, and we cannot suppose
that they ‘would continue in thelr fol
lowsitdp i they belioved ihat thess so-
cletion taught and praotised the things
which Mr. Morton charges againet then,,
Not belng in the fellowship of any of
these secret societies, we ars unable, of
obume, to sy what they do or do not
teach and practice.—En
o
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8abbath 8chool.
BIBLE LESSONS.

Adapted from Peloubet’s Belect Notes.
SECOND QUARTER,

Lesson XIIT. Sept. 23 Dan. 1:8-20,
ABSTINENCE.

DANIEL

GOLDEN TEXT.

“Daniel proposed in his heart that
he wuuld not defile himself.” —Dan.

SUBJECT :

L Tue Carmives —We learn from the
versés previvus to the lesson that King
Nebuchadnezsar ordered that from
among the captives should be selected
a pumber from the highest families
and such as should give the best
promise of talent and ability, to be
trained in the language and literature
of the Chaldeans. The object of this
selection was that they should be held
as hostages.

Four were selroted from the Jewish
captives thechi-f of whom was Daniel.
Tne other were the Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who afterwards were
east ioto the fiery furnace and escaped
unhbarmed.

11, Tue

VICTORY OVER TEMPTATION,

Feyrrarion.—V. ‘ Pae-
on*d . . . thatbe would ;.nt-temal,n n-
self with the . king's meat " i.e.,
food. “ What was the wrong in mulvg
the king's food? (1) r'ne dietary
might compries articles of food, such as
the flesh of swive, hares, eto, which
the law latrrdicted to the Israelites
v. 11). (2) The tlesn may not have
besn perfectly cleansed from blood,
A 10 be allowed by the Je b law
Deut. 1 2 Jaws, oven at this
day, have thelr owa butchers, and re
mrd aa unclean the meat prepared in
the ordinary way 1) The universal
onstom smong the hesthen of conse
orating each meal by offering a portion
of it o their ldols, and pouriug out I
bations of wine in thelr honor. (4)
The luxarious diet provided by the king
would corrupt the body and diminish
the vigor of the mind, “ Nor with the

wine,” He had ;‘r-nluhl{ aven ite
offects on other; (2) the bad company
aod daoger into which it led. Proba
bly these were far worse st Hbylon
than in Palestine

Temrrep 10 Wuar, The four cap
tives were tempted (1) todo that which
wiha debasiog snd degradiog; (2) to

disobeying the law of thelr God i) o
deny their raligion and God, aud yield
to the popular idolstry of the day | and
(4) thus to be racreant to their country,
and their nation, and all the promises
and hopes which belonged to them,

TespraTion wy Waar. (1) By ap
petite. The love of the king’s luxuries
and wines, © (2) By theirambitions and
hopes of success. How could they ex-
pect to sucoeed with a heathen king,
when they were so set in a religion
which condemned him aud his conduct?
(3) By the king's command, Why
should they not yield as to an inevit-
able necessity—this very life might de-
pend upon it. (4) By the love of popa-
larity. Their course would make them
appear odd, and subject them to ridi-
cule, and bnn them into many
troubles. gey were tempted by
thelr chunga of names. (See v. 5)

eir own names were all compounded
with the name of God. Daniel—*“ God
is m{ judge ”’; Han: —“God is gucl

ous ”; " Michael—This is as (iod "’
Azarish—¥ God isa helper 7. The new
names were compounded wilh those of
royalty or of idols. Daniel was named
Helt&ﬁazm—v" favored by Bel ot Bel-
tis,” the great Blb) loajan god and god-
dets. These ch anges were doubtless
made as one means of transforming
them into Cbaldean heathen, and to
lead them to forget their country and
God.

TurustrATION. ~HAVE YoU A Boy TO
B8PARE? The saloon must have boys or
it must shut up shop. Can’t you fur-
nish it one? It is a great factory, and
unless it can get about 2 000,000 from
each generation for raw material, some
of these factories must close out, and
its operations must be thrown on & cold
worldy and the public revenue will
dwindle. “ W sated—2,000,000 boys,”
is the notice. One family out of every
five must contribute a boy to keep up
the nupgly. Will you help? Which
of your boys will it be? The Minotaur
of Crete had to have s trireme full of
fair maldens each year; but the Mino-
taur of Amerioca demands a city full ot
boys each year. Are you a father?
hive you contributed & boy? If not,
some other family has had togive more
than its share. Are you not selfish,
voting to keep the saloon open to grind
up boys, and then doing nothing to
keep up the supply *

T, Tux Viorory Over TruMpraTion
Ve, 814, Fimt, By ax ‘Ah\-lr'
Punrose, “ He purposed in his heart.”

Second. By Usixa Wise Mzaxs
“"He re ululad of the prince of the
eunuchs.”’  “ That he might not defile
himwell,” as poted sbove. He must
have thus confessed his religiovs scru
ples and his adherence to the God of
is fathers, Dandel did not belleve in
the max! when atf Rome do as the
Homans do.” In ite applioation to moral
questions, 11 is -nﬂ when applied 10
mere matters of costom or etlquetie
But In morals he would do, not as the
Romans do, but as thay ought to do
And this is the only way to make the
world betier.

Thied. By tux "Huir or Goo. 0
“Now God bas brought Daniel ioto
favor and tender love.” The favor of
vtbiers toward the godlyds the dolng of
God. Here, as slsewhers in Soripture,
all good gifts of body, mind, and soul
are sacribed directly to the divine fa

yom.
Fourth. By His Owws Omanacrss
The * favor and tender love ” were Lhe
ift of God doubiless. 1f there is tender
ove, there must be something worthy
of lhu kvn 10 awaken I1

care would become thin and wasted and
ill-favored {from improper nourishment

His idea was that high living is essen-
tial to health and good looks—a very
common mistake. “Than the children.”
Youth, youog men. “ Of your sort.”
Your eircle or sge. Their companions
in traioing and study.

11 “Said Daniel to Melzar.” Not a
roper name, but the melzar, the chief
utler or ard, who actually furnish-

ed the food.

12, “Give us pulse to eat.”” Legumin-
ous plants, or their seed; as beans,
peas, €to. “Grain, vegetables, herbes,
opposed to flesh and more delicate
foxd.” What Daniel wanted was a
vegetable di-t, with water instead of
wine. “And water todrink.”” This, also,
was & moat interesting and important
experiment, to show that wine was not

d healthfulness of
or manly strength and

y to
appearance,
beanty.

FacTs are the convincing arguments.
Let young men look around and see the
results of strong drink.

Liprary JrLus STRATION The tract,
‘‘Parley, the Porter.” ‘I‘npn for the
Young,” by Anthony Comatock. “The
Beasts of Ephesus,” by Dr. Brand, of
Oberlin, The story of ‘‘Rapacini’s”
daughter, in “Hawthorne's M« sses from
an Old Manse,” is an excellent illustra-
tion of the power of unseen it fluences,
amid great outward attractions to poison
the soul.

1V. Tae Fruits of THE VicToRy.—
Va. 15-20. First. Paysicar E¥recrs, A
posi ive improvement in their physical
¢ondition. Temprrance issure to have
this etlect, both as to health and to
m-amy
nd. MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL RE-
8t I,T\ By the diet they to k they had
their minds in scrme messure more pure
and less burdened, and so fit for learn-
ing, and had their bodies in better con-
dition for hard labor. Such sslf-denial,
such couragecus adherence to principle
strengthened their charsctor

17. “God gave them knowledge.”
Bome of 1) wan direct from him, sa the
vislons . some was by blessing their
dally studies, by n;mn{ngdmn to wider
knowledge, by aidiog their thoughts
and judgments; also ﬁy keeping them
frcin those vices and
woaken the mind. “Skill in all learn-
fog In solence, in sstronomy, in
literatare, in philosophy the Chaldeans
at this time stood st the head of the
world. “And wisdom.” Power to ap-
ply snd use and jnoresse this learning.
All four bad the Jearning ; the special
revelations were to Dantel alone. “Un-
derstanding in all visioos and dreams. "’
Torough which God revealed the fature
to Daalel, and also showed him the
meaniog of the visfons which others

e judioes whioch

AW,

Third. EvvEcTAUrON 118 FUTURE LIFE
AD CAREER. 18, “Now at the end of
the day The three years of verse 5,
fixed by the king for their trsining.
“Cherefore they stood before the king.”
Were the personal advisers, and among
the leading officers of the kingdom
All cflizers and servants stood when in
the presence of the monarch.

20. “And in all matters of wisdom
and understanding. In everything
which required peculiar wisdom to un-
derstand and explain it. “He found
them ten times better.”” Better coun-
sellors, better informed. “Thanallthe
magichu- and astrologers,” The magi-

cians were the learned class, the scribes,
tbe priestly class. “The ul.rul(«;_'am,"
‘‘reagoner fromi the stars,” were the
scientific men, verged in magic and oc-
cult science.

LESSONS FROM DANIEL'S EARLY
EXAMPLE

VICTORY OVER TEMPTATION,

. If Daniel could overcome the
Lempuuom to which he was exposed,
we have no excuse for faltering before
ours.

2. Thank God for early Christian
training towards God, and duty, and re-
ligion.

8. Previous right conduct and good
character formed is one great means of
victory over any temptation.

4. God will always open & way of
escape to those who put their trust in
him.,

5. When away from bome, amon,
strangers, join yomself to some good
Christian companions. Daniel fwas
stronger for ha companionship with
the three other religious boys.

6. The source of strength is in God,
Looking unto Jesus who was tempted
Iike as we are, yot without sin.

c--
8o it is continuslly in life, The
thiogs we dread —the losses, the sor-

rows, the adversities —bribg to us new
oodness and blessings which weshould
glvo missed if the painful trial had not
come. Close beside the bitter fountain
of Marah grew the tree that sweetened
the waters. Hard by every sorrow
walta the comfort needed to alleviate
it. Every loss has wrapped up in it
some ocompensating gain, It is in
human weakness shat God’s strength is
made perfect.—J. R. Miller, D, D
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The Conveution Meetings,

The third annual meeting of the
Maritime B. Y. P U, held its first ses-
sion in the Baptist Church at Bear
River, Friday evening, Augusi 24, 1804,

In the ahsenoe of the President Vice-
President G. A. Lawson presided.

After the devotional exercises, the
reperts of the President and Becretary
were read and adopted. These will ap-
pear later in the B, Y P.U. column.
Also, the repcrt of the Transporta:ion
Leader f r N. 8, De. 8. L. Walker, was
read and adopted. The President then
called for the repcris from the Conven-
tion at Tororto, which, were gi
Rev. P. A. McEwan, Rey. W
house, and M. Juha Nalder.

Mr. McEwan gave a brief description
of the trip, Torooto City, the meetings,
the spirit of consecration that pervaded,
and the work of missions emphasized
in the convention. Mr. Biackhouse
spoka on the Christian fraternity and
entbusiaem of the convention, Mrs.
Nalder gave a beautiful and touching
deecciption of the muaic and its eflect
in the spiritual life of the delegates

The Sacred Literature Banner was
then presented to the Amberst Union,
in behalf of the Maritime Union, by
Rev. O, B. Freeman, who emphasized
the thought that this banner meant the
Biudy of tiod's Word, and increased
knowledge and deeper plety in the in-
dividual aud in the cb
of the study of God's Word.
ricslved the Bauner, and d in
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& lew pointed words in behalf of the
Amberst Unlons, Rev, P, 8, MoGregor
and Rev. D.G. MeDooald, ip s fow
words emphasized the importance of
each Usnlon takiog up the study of the
C. C. Conrmes this year. An oflering
waa taken up st this mesting in aid
of the Maritime wotrk, amounting to
#15 98

The second sesslon was held on Sat-
orday morning, Aog. 25, st which the
report of the Nominating Committee
was adopted as follows : Officers for the
ensulng year

President —Geo, A, MoDonald, Hali
fax ; lat Viee I'ceslden N. Bobhur
man, Bummerside, P. E. L.; Zad Vice
In aident—A. H, Chipman, Bt John,

Becratary-Trensurer—Rev. W,
T Biackhouse, New Glasgow, N. =
FEditorial Secretary—Rev. G, O. Gates,
8t. Jobn, N. B, Addisional members
of the Board of Managers—H. 5. Ross,
of Bridgewater, John Burgoyne of HA!
ifax, W. Nobles of Bt. John, Mis E. F
Olark of Charlottetown.

An exoellent paper on Lha » Wurk u{
Associstional B. Y. P. U, B.
Cummings, Truro, was rﬂd y L B
Fulton, in the absence of the wrimr
This paper called forth mln{ practieal
and profitable obser:ations from those
who discussed the subject

Oa Bunday eveniog an Evangelistic
service wrs held after thesermon b,
Dr. Goodspeed, Two. ten minute u{
dresses were given on the subject of
“Boul Winning,” by W. T. Stackhouse
and W. C. Vincent, after which Bro. J.
A. Marple took oharge of the meeting.
This was one of the most inapiring sea-
socs of the whole convention. Many
volces were heard in prayer and praise.
Many tears of gratitude to (iod and Si-
viour for sin were shed, Many requests
were made for prayer, that God's power
might be made known in the conver-
sion of sinners, and some stood up to
indicate that they wanted to take Jeaus
for their Saviour now.

Toe devotional mu\inp during the
whole convention were in charge of the
Young I'ecople, and as ome good old
Brother nnr “ Our Young People are
doing & great deal to increase the spirit-
ual lifs of our convention.”

Oa Mondsy morafdg, Aug. 20, we
met to hear xi)m praocti aver of Bro,
G, A. Lawson, on * TM L, Yo By Uin
our Country Churches,” and t&adopt

plaps for a more 'i(oml ear's work
than we have done yet. @ sugges-
tions and recommendations that were

made at this meeting will ap) later
inthe B. Y. P. U, umn. It is well,
however, to reportone mulnuon in this
issue. It is this:

*“ That in the future
each member of the local socl be
mlumrl Qu conuibut? ml.hl;o ‘ocnh

early for the purposes of the Maritime
{Ynlm}:" and thpu the President of each
society be considered the sgent of this
body to collect and forwara said contri-
butions to the secretary-treasurer.’”

Of course it is undersiood that all the
Unione whlch did not send the dollar
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of last year
will send u. u early as possible, so that
all unpaid bills may be patd.
It will be of interest to our young
people to koow that the following tele-
m was sent to our esteemed Presi-
ent of last year, Rov. C. W. Williams :
“The Maritime Union, in session,
sends hearty greetings. Read 3 John, 2.
All things considered we feel that
our convention was s apiritual
ug.‘lm to all who attended it, and we
1 hope for greater things in the fo-
ture. W. T. Srackuosr, Beo.
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