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iR, BROWN AGHN
CIVES EVIDENCE

HE PROVED HIMSELF
UNWILLING WITNESS |

Former Executive Agent Admits Hon.
Mr. Wells Prevented Company
Getting Crown Grants.

—

The Premier Evaded Him, the Attorney-
General Told Stories, and They
All Jollied Him.

—

The Chief Commissioner Questioned All !
Morning by Mr. Helmcken on [
the Matter.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)

Before the cemmission inquiring into
the Columbia & Western subsidy matter
yesterday afternoon Geo. McL. Brown
was examined, and the first part of this
cross questioning by Mr. McCaul was
proceeded with., Considerable diffidence
was shown by Mr. Brown. He appar-
ently was not anxious to reveal verny
much in connection with the matter. His
evidence carried with it the impression
that the C. P. R. was satisfied to let
Leatters rest and not expose the work-
ings of their land subsidy negotiations
to any greater extent, :

Being examined by Mr.
Brown said that he had expected to
have gone to Montreal. He had not
brought all the correspondence for 1901
and 1902 with Montreal on this matter.
He did not think that this was what the
committee had desired of him..

During the session of the year 1902
he had considerable business with the
government. He also had some ¢orre-
spondence with his principals’ in Mon-
treal. Most of his correspondence was
written by himself. It was mostly” with
his principals. Copies were not kept
usually. Those which he wrote himself
Le did not keep copies of. Any copies
which were made were manifold copies.
He never kept letter press copies of let-
ters written in Victoria. All copies in
‘etter, books and otherwise were sent to
Montreal. He had not sent for these as
he did not think they would be required.
He had sent for his report. It had not
yet arrived. He wired for this on the
3rd of May. He intended when he left
after his first examination to go to Mon-
treal perscnally.

Mr. Duff called attention to the fact
that it was twelve days after his exam-
ination before he sent for these.

Mr. Brown said such was the fact. He
had at the present time important busi-
ness on his hands.

He asked for his report of 1902. He
got the correspondence produced when he
returned to Vancouver on Sunday. Let-
ters dated 31st July, 1901, 2nd August,
1901, and 11th September, 1901, were

Duff, Mr.

! did not send that request.

received. The report of 1902 was not
yet received,

Mr. Duft pointed out that the message
he sent to Montreal on 3rd May did not
ask for these letters.

Mr. Brown said he had not in that
telegram. He must have asked for
them, however. He felt sure the report
would come,

Mr. Duff thought it peculiar they sent
letters which were not asked for, and
He called
attention to the fact that three weeks
ago he had expected the same,

Mr. Brown said he was negotiating
for an absolute certainty in the summer
of 1900 for a settlement of the land sub-
sidy of the British Columbia- Southern.
He probably made a proposal to some
members of the government the method
by which that subsidy was to be settled.

On 10th September, 1900, the govern-
ment allotted land without giving the
two blocks which it was proposed by
him should be given.

He remembered that 4,593 and 4,594
were proposed to be given for deficiency
block B as originally intended. As a
certainty he knew nothing about these
two blocks, 4,593 and 4,594 being more
valuable than block B. He knew re-
ports were going that these were more
valuable. He had appeared before the
government he believed with Mr. Me-
Phillips. After that he appeared before
the executive, and he supposed he may
have urged the substitution of blocks
4,593 and 4,594. After the order-in-
council of September 10th he continued
to urge that blocks 4,593 and 4,594
should be granted the company. On
19th December this was done. The
handwriting on the map accompanyipg
the order-in-council of that date was his.

In urging for that settlement he was
but doing what he regarded was in the
best interests of his company. He did
not remember getting a copy of the
order-in-council of 19th December. He
knew of the granting of this land. He
might in the regular order have been
soing to Montreal, and would therefore
take it with him. He had no recollec-
tion of the circumstances. He did not
know that he applied for crown grants
for blocks 4,593 and 4,594.

He did not, as far as he recollected,
hegin negotiations for the transfe .of
blocks 4,593 and 4,594 from the British
Columbia Southern to the Columbia &
Western. He did not know when the
negotiations began. They were conduct-
ed orally between himself and the Chief
Commissioner. He did not remember
conferring with the members of the
executive on this subject. He could not
remember when he began negotiations in
7901 for a settlement of the Columbia
& Western subsidy matter.

Mr. Duff pressed for a more accnrat_e
statement, recalling that in former evi-
dence it was dated July 3lst.

That was “official negotiations,” re-
plied Mr. Brown. The negotiations were
begun, he said, by the government. It
would be prior to the 31st July.

“Who- was the medium of communi-
cation from the government?” asked Mr.
Duff. “No one,” replied Mr. Brown. ;

Finally it was brought otit that it
came as a tentative suggestion among
others from the Chief Commissioner. The
letter of 31st July grew out of com-
munications on this matter. It was
doubtless the result of a verbal arrange-

‘ment with the Chief Commissioner,

He could not recall his suggesting to
Mr. Wells before the latter went up
country that the proposal should come
{o the compary from the government.

He certainly never made the proposal
that this transfer should come as a sug-
gestion from the government. He did
not make any such suggestion in order
that the railway company might get rid
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of any obligations which the British
Columbia Southern had to the Crow’s
Nest Coal Company. The obligations to

the coal company would not be lessened | :
{ made the statement to them, but did not

by this. It would be binding even if the
proposal came from the government.

It being brought to his attention that

Mr. Wells had stated that it had been
suggested that it should come as a pro-
posal from the government, Mr. Brown
said: “Does Mr. Wells really say that?
And would he consent to make it as a
proposal from the government knowing
that.”
: But at that juncture Mr. Duff broke
in explaining that Mr. Wells had not
said that it came to prevent the carrying
cut of the obligations with the Crow’s
Nest Coal Company. g

When he got a letter from Mr, Turner
on 2nd August in reply to actions of the
#lst July, Mr. Brown said he did not
regard that the matter had assumed a
new aspect.

Being shown the description of the
lands which were handed in to the Chief
Commissioner, Mr. Brown said that
these had been prepared by him in Van-
couver. Memoranda A and B accom-
panyinge the order-in-council of 10th
August were familiar to him. He fur-
nished the information upon which they
were prepared,

He spoke to members of the govern-
ment whenever he saw them on these
matters. Ii was well known that to get
anything it required pushing. He be-
lieved that he might have forgotten
about the order-in-council of 19th De-
cember, 1900, when he was urging in
August, 1901, for a settlement.

If he ever did try to get the transfer
from the British Columbia Southern to
the Columhia & Western in order to
avoid an obligation with the Crow’s Nest
Coal Co. it had ncw escaped his mind.

“Would Mr. Wells for my convenience
consent to make tie proposal on behalf
of the government?”’ asked Mr. Brown.
He could not regard any such statement
seriously.

Mr., Duff called attention to the fact
order-in-council of 10th August was not
prepared until 28th August.

Mr. Brown wanted to know who said
S0.
Mr. Duff stated that Mr. Gore said
€0, and that Mr. Gore had further ex-
plained that the council decided the mat-
ter from his (Mr. Brown’s) draft.
that the details in connection wifh the

“Not my draft,” said Mr. Brown.

On the 31st of July he was simply
pressing for 9 settlement which he
understood had been arrived at with the
government previously,

“Did Mr. Wells make any explan-
ation for his not delivering the crown
grants when he said he was taking them
to Montreal ?”” asked M. Duff. “He did
not,” replied Mr, Brown. -

He might have known that opinion had
been given as to the power of the gov-
ernment to give these crown grants at
the time. He thought that Mr. Wells
spoke to him about it. Mr, Eberts he
did not remember saying anything about
it. As far as he recollected: mo doubt
of the government’s power to deliver the
crown grants had been given him.

Mr, Wells told him that he was going
to bring to the attention of Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy something about the build-
ing of a line to Spence’s Bridge. He did
not regard it as necessary to the delivery
of the crown grants. §

Asked as to the delivery of crown
grants, Mr. Brown did not recollect ex-
actly where they were usually delivered.
It struck him as'peculiar that Mr, Wells
should take these grants to Montreal in
his pocket.

“You went with Mr. Wells?” asked
Mr. Duff. “Not with Mr. Wells,” re-
turned Mr. Brown,

“Well, Mr. Wells'and you went down
at the same time?”’ asked Mr. Duff. “I
didn’t leave this country with him,” re-
turned Mr. Brown.

“Where did you meet him? Did you
not think it wise to leave together? It
would not have looked well,” added Mr.
Duff. :

Mr. Brown laughed, and finally admit-
ted that Mr. Wells and he went together
with the same destination in view, Mon-
treal.

Some time before he left for the Bast
he paid the fee for the crown grants.
In Montreal he talked with Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy. -

His recoliection was that Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy said that patents had been
delivered except for two grants, which
Mr. Wells had promised would be de-
livered to him wichin 30 days. He (Mr.
Brown) approached Mr. Wells several
“*mes, and Mr. Wells said they would
be delivered all right. He approached
every member of the government,
Messrs. Dunsmuir, Eberts, Wells and
Prentice. “I think that was all.”

Mr. Helmcken added: “I thought you
were in it.”

Mr. Brown said he did not get a satis-
factory explanation from Mr. Wells. He
finally heard in the lobby that the grants
had been cancelled. He did not expect
this, though he was prepared for nearly
anything. The clamor in the House
prompted his suspicion that something
might taka place. Questions were being
asked in the House about it. The poli-
tical clamor was the only reason which
he had from Mr. Wells that these should
not be given aver. No other reason was
given. My, Dunsmuir never told him
about the 8th March that the grants
were to be cancelled because of “crook-
ed” work. Mr. Taylor never told him
about the rumor that the members of the
government were expecting something
out of it. He (witness) told Mr. Taylor
about that. Mr. Dunsmuir did not tell
him that this was the reason for the can-
celling of the grants.

Mr. Duff aszed if prior to 18th March
Mr. Eberts and Mr. Brown being to-
gether, Mr. Dunsmuir stated to them

'-~(‘>

i in the grants, and that,

that the two of them were going to share
therefore, he
(Dunsmuir) would cancel the grants.
Mr. Brown said that Mr. Dunsmuir
for

give that as the ground his can-

celling of the grants.

Mr. Wells told him that he need not :
! advice in matters. He might incidentally
He would |

worry, that the company would get, the

land under the 4th sectien.

do his utmost.
The statement

in the letter written

! by him on 22nd April to Mr. Wells was

not a “trap.” It was intended to con-
vey the impression which Mr. Wells had
conveyed to him,

When he reported to Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy he (Mr. Brown) gave copies
cf these letters on account of the rumors
going, and the report of his appearing
before the council in the matter. Before
the council protested against the rescind-
ing order. He gave the rumor which
had been spread, and asked them indi-
vidually if they had been approached or
if any reflection had been cast upon him-
self or upon Sir Thomas. He was as-
sured that there was no such reflection
upon either himself or Sir Thomas. In
his protest for the cancellation he urgea
that the company had earned it.

Mr. Duff asked for Mr. Taylor's story
of what took place in.the conversation
between Mr. Taylor and Mr. Wells in
Montreal. Mr. MeCaul objected, and
Mr. Duff proceeded in another way to
get his information, .

He had not raised the story told by
Mr. Wells at the executive. He had
charged Mr, Taylor with secrecy in the
matter.

Asked if he had a promise from Mr.
Dunsmuir that a bill wounld be introduced
tc grant the subsidy for the 4th section,
Mr. Brown said that such a bill had been
prepared in 1901. Being shown the type-
written draft, Mr. Brown said he knew
nothing about it. Mr. Dansmuir pro-
mised a bill in the following session.

He did vot remember the preparation
of bill 87 of last session, e might have
prepared aspart of it. He remembered
going to Mr. Wells’s office and inquiring
about one bill. It may have been thls
one. He might have given the parti-
culgrs to the Chief Commissioner’s office,

Mr, Duff referred t6 the letter sent
to Mr. Wells asking if the bill was com-
ing in’'as drafted.

Mr. Brown had no explanation of
that. He presumed he was referring to
the proof of the bill.

He could not remember asking any
Jegal gentlemen to assist in this bill’s
preparation. He had not in view the
getting of these blocks for seetion 4. He
had no solicitor acting for him in this
matter‘in Victoria from  August, 1901,
and in 1902. Mr. Taylor had not acted
professionally for him. He was with
Mr. Taylor a great deal as personal
friends.

He did not know how the company in-
tended to deal with blocks 4,593 and
4,594. Sir Thos. Shaughnessy never told
him that these lands were going to go to
a land company. He did not know of
Mr. Taylor interesting himself in a land
company. If Mr. Taylor was acting in
that way he was not doing so for him-
self (Mr. Brown) or the company,

He did not recollect that he handed
bill 87 of 1902 to the King’s printer. It
was quite possible. He did not remem-
ber it.

Mr. McCaul called attention to the
fact that when he appeared before the
ccmmittee on April that he had promised
{0 revive his mind in the matter and get
further documents.

Mr. Brown admitted that he had not
obtained these documents gs he had been
occupied with other duties.

He had no power of attorney for the
Columbia & Western. He was a direc-
tor. He believed that Sir Thos, Shaugh-
nessy had instructed him to act for.the
company.

He had as executive agent a con-
fidential position under Sir’ Thomas. He
had general charge of departments out-
side of those of operating the line. He
began working in' this capacity for the
Columbia & Western and British Colum-
bia Southern in 1897. He kept in touch
with what the government was doing in
these land matters. The president had
been out on several occasions and taken
part in the negotiations.

He was active in having blocks 4,593
and 4,594 granted to the British Colum-
bia Southern in 1900. He did not re-
collect getting a copy of the order-in-
council of 19th December, 1901. He no
Goubt received it.

He admitted that it was after a long
struggle that he got this matter settled.
It was a long struggle to get aniythipg
done. If he got a copy of the erder-in-
council it would be sent to Sir Thos.
Shaughnessy. He could not account for
the statement that Sir Thomas had'not
received it. He had no copies of letters
showing that this had gene forward.

He supposed at the time he knew of
two orders-in-council being passed on the
19th December by which the grant to
the British Columbia Seuthern was re-
scinded and the lands were given to the
Columbia & Western. The government
Lad mo object to serve in transferring
these lands. He might have suggested
to Mr. Wells that the transfer should
take place. Mr. Wells might be correct
in stating such. :

Asked if he was not to submit such
a propesal to the railway company for
refusal or acceptance of this transfe}',
Mr. Brown said he did not think so. .1115
conception was that he was authorized
to accept it. >

He did not draft the order-in-council
of 10th August, 1901. He did not re-
collect that he prepared the draft .Which
accompanied. the minutes of councxl: Be-
ing shewn the draft Mr. Brown said pe
must have helped in the preparation of it,

Mr., Wells did not say there was &ny
diffieulty in conmection with the delivery

of the grants for blocks 4,593 and 4,594.
He said he would take them to Montreal
as ‘he wished to ask something from Sir
Thes. Shaughnessy sabout building to
Spence’s Bridge. He (Mr. Brown) went
to Montreal partially on that business.
In Montreai he saw Mr. Taylor. He did
not know that he ever took Mr, Taylor’'s

have done so without Mr. Taylor being
nis paid counsel.

He remembered seeing Mr. Wells in
Hamilton after being in Montreal. Mur.
Wells certainly never referred to Mr.
Taylor describing Wells’s reasons for not
handing over these grants as ridiculous.

After his return he was pressing for
the delivery of these grants. He spoke
to different members of the government
about it.

There was no question but that Mr.
Wells was the one who stood in the way
of the delivery of the grants. Mr. Duns-
muir told him that Mr. Wells had told
hima what passed between Mr. Wells and
Mr. Taylor in Montreal. Mr. Dunsmuir
did not say that that was the reason for
the grants not being delivered. Witness
connected it with the non-delivery of the
grants, however, yet it was never given
as the official reason.

He did hear that the question of the !
legality of giving the land had been (}ls- !
He presumed that in granting !

cussed. ;
the blocks the government was acting on
the advice of the Attorney-General.

Reciting from Mr. Brown's former
evidence Mtr. McCaul bronght forth the
confirmation of the stand that the com-
pany considered that deiivery had taken
place to the company of the grants, and
that no reinstatement of the company
with respect to this had taken place. Re-
ferring further to the letter of August
22nd he pointed out that delivery was
stated not to have taken place.

Mr. Brown explained that in the letter
he doubtless referred to ‘“manual” de-
livery thus accounting for the dis-
crepancy.

Before adjournment Mr. Duff asked
that the proceeding with which the name
of Mr. McPhillips was connected might
be cleared up. Mr. Brown explained
that in the early part of September, be-
fore September 10th, 1900, when the first
order-in-council was passed, that Mr. Me¢-
Phillips had gone with him to _the execu-
tive. The lands were not given over.
The decision of the executive was against
the company’s application. Mr. Me-
Phillips was not in any way mixe_ed up In
any of the subsequent transactions.

The commission adjourned until this
morning, when Mr. McCaul will proceed
with the cross-examination of Mr.
Brown., :

Correspondence,

The correspondence produced
McL. Brown before the commission yes-
terday included the following:

MR. OLIFFORD TO MR. BROWN.
Victoria, April 21st, 1903.

Geo. McL. Brown, Esq., Victeria, B.C.:

Dear Sir,—I am directed by the commis-
sion appointed to inquire into the affairs
of the Columbia & Western Company ' to
request that you wlll appear before the
commission to give evidence on Wednes-
day, the 22nd inst., at 10 a.m.

(8d.) CHAS. W. D. CLIFFORD,
Chairman.
SIR T. SHAUGHNESSY TO MR. BROWN.
Montreal, April 24th, 1903.
Geo. McL. Brown, No. 2, North Bend.:

‘When Hon. Mr. Wells was here about
November 20th, 1901, he told me he had
with him a number of patents covering the
balance of the B. C. Southern grant and
portions of the Columbia & Western lands,
including patents for blocks 4,593 and
4,504. Thcse two patents covered lands in
the East Kootenay that we were to re-
celve in satisfaction of the land grant
earned by the construction of-certain sec-
tions of the Columbia & Western. The
acreage in these blocks was very much
less than the acreage to which the com-
pany was entitled under the act relating
to the construction of the railway, but s
the grant could not be satisfied from pch-
lic lands adjacent to the railway, it wrs
decided to accept the lesser acr:age in ce-
cupation desirable locality. Wells asked
me to allow him to retain the patents of
blocks 4,593 and 4,594 for a few days fer
special reasons, promising, however, that
he would@ surrender the patents within a
month in any event. As it appeared to he
a mere matter of his personal convenience,
and as the issue of the patents seemed to
have completed the transaction, I acceded
to his request.. It is my recollection that
he showed me the envelope containing the
patents, but I am quite sure that they
were not in my possession at any time.

(8d.) THOS. G. SHAUGHNESSY.
MR. BROWN TO SIR THOMAS.
Vamcouver, B. C., May 3rd, 1903.
Sir. Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:
(Personal.)

Dunsmuir before committee yesterday
states Wells had told him on return from
Montreal that when there Taylor had ap-
proached himi offering him one-twentieth
of 600,000 acres. Wells, recalled, confirm-
ed this. Under circumstances am inclined
to remain here for present and see things
through. Please send me‘a copy of my re-
port to you some time in March, 1902, of
my ' interview with government on this
point and coplies letters passing between
Wells and me protesting against reseinding
order. Wells returned to produce those let-
ters when asked, submitting only his let-
ters March 21st.

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN,
SIR THOMAS TO MR. BROWN.,
Montreal, May 4th, 1903,
Geo. McL. Brown, Victorla:

Am quite positive that Mr. Wells in his
conversation with me never uttered a word

{)y G._

| any intimation from any source that there

leading to the inference that there Was!
any project on foot to formmw a company !
for the exploitation of these lands or any
portion. of them. If he intended to con-
vey such a hint it must have been in
language so guarded as to escape my at-
tention. He asked permission to retain |
possession of these patents for a few days,
but not exceeding a month, for reasons
that I considered personal to myself, and
I replied that having no desire to cause |
himy inconvenience, I would accede to his
request.
(8d.) THOS. G. SHAUGHNESSY.
MR. BROWN TO SIR THOMAS.
Vancouver, May 4th, 1903.
Sir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:

In Colonist report Wells's evidence, Wells
reported to have stated that when last in
Montreal you and he had some conversa-
tion concerning a company to be formed
to take over these lands, that shares !
would be distributed. Think this incorrect
Treport, as no other paper contains it.

(8d) GEO. McL. BROWN.
Vancouver, May 4th, 1903.
Sir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:
(Personal.)

Supplementing my cypher of yesterday's
Colonist report Wells’s evidence, as fol-
lows: “In reply to Mr. Green, Mr. Wells
said that when last in Montreal he and Mr.
Shaughnessy had some conversations and
Shaughnessy said arrangements were made |
to deliver these lands to the company and |
take shares in the mew company.”” This |
should be given emphatical denial for to- |
day’s Victoria papers if possible.

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.

SIR THOMAS TO MR. BROWN.
Montreal, May 4th, 1903.
Geo. McL. Brown, Vancouver:

No such proposition was ever made to
me by anybody. Wells may have had con- |
versation with Taylor, to which he refer-
red, but if so he never intimated as much
to me or I would have told him that mno
such thing was contemplated, or would be
possible, because we had our own plans
for the utilization of that land. Am send-
ing you letters and report to which you
refer.

(Sd) THOS. G. SHAUGHNESSY.

MR. BROWN TO SIR THOMAS.
Vancouver, May 5th, 1903.
Sir Thos. Shaughnessy, Montreal:

Your open telegram the other way on
Mr. Wells, in his evidence, said 'that you |
had spoken to him about some company !
for the exploitation of these lands.

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.

.- HON. OOL. PRIOR TO MR. BROWN,
Geo. McL. Brown, Vancouver:
Chairman of committee is answering |
your telegram re Wells’s evidence.
(8d.) E. G. PRIOR.

SIR THOMAS TO MR. BROWN.
Ottawa, Ont., May 6th, 1903.
Geo. McL. Brown, Victoria:

Have wired Wells as follows: “I think
it proper to ask you to state in your evi-
dence the correct grounds upon which you
asked permission to retain the patents for
a period not exceeding thirty days, when
I replied, having no desire to ewbarrass
you or your government, I would accede to
your request. Neither then nor at any
other time did I say a word that could
give you the impression that these lands
were to be conveyed to any person, per-
sons or company, for the purposes men-
tioned in your alleged conversation with |
Taylor, which I have now heard of for the |
first time. No-such scheme was ever con-
templated, nor did I or the company shave

was any transaction conmected with these
grants other than the performance in part
by the province of British Columbia, of a
statutory undertaking ‘to deliver the land
subsidy honestly earned for the Columbia
& Western Railway Company. At present
prefer not to state reasons why delivery
of patents was withheld. Think that bet-
ter left to be stated by him.
(Sd.) T. G. SHAUGHNESSY.

| in evidence as yet.

| you told him that a
| formed to take over these lands,
| way company furnishing these lands and

or retraction
not sent you

statement
therefore

verbatim Wells's
to-day. I have
copy.

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.
MR. BROWN TO SIR THOMAS.

Victoria, May T7Tth, 1903.

Sir Thos. G. Montreal:
I telegraphed to chairman your wire to

me of 5th instant, commencing *“‘Press dis-

Shaughnessy,

. patches all over continent contain garbled

accounts, ete.,, charman wired on
5th inst.: “Do not know what nevw aper
reports are,” etc., repeating Wells’s state-
ment to Green you had told him of some
company. I have told him that you denied
in toto any such conversation. I think he
expects this from you direct. Have asked
telegraph office to repeat chairman’s wire.
(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.

you

Vietoria, May T7th,

Sir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:

1903.

Your telegram to Mr. Wells not admitted@
In cross-examination
to-day ue repeated his former statement,
that when in Montreal in October, 1901,
was to be
the rail-

company

accepting shares. Asked by Mr. Duff who
was to furnish anything else, Wells replied
that nothing further was discussed.

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.

SIR THOMAS TO MR. BROWN.

Montreal, May T7th,

G. McL. Brown, Viectoria:

Yes, have wired the Hon. Mr. Wells "
this morning as follows: “The ground and
the only ground on which you based your
request to be permitted to retain the pa-
tents In your possession was that there
was some vacancies in your cabinet waich »
you expected would be filled in the course
of a few days, and for some reason which
I did not attempt to fathom, you appeared
to think it desirable that these patents
should be in your hands in the meantime.
You said, however, that whether were
filled or not, the patents would be deliy-
ered to me within a month.”

(8d.) T. G. SHAUGHNESSY.

1993.

Montreal, May 7th, 1903.
Geo. McL. Brown, Victoria:

Yes, I quite recollect that some such
matter - was mentioned to you by you or
Col. Prior or both, but evidently I con-
sidered it floating gossip of no interest to
us, and I did not charge my memory with
it. Wells’s testimony gave it a phase that
was eutirely new to. me.

(8d.) T. G. SHAUGHNESSY.

MR. DAVIS TO MR. BROWN.
Vancouver, B, C., May 8th, 1903.
G. McL. Brown, Vietoria:
Rossland case settled; can come to Vie-
toria. If you want me please wire.
. (8d.) E. P. DAVIS.

MR. BROWN TO MR. DAVIS.
Viectoria, May 8th, 1903.
E. P. Davis, Vancouver:
Am coming Vancouver Saturday. Would
like you to be here Monday. The copy of
evidence Marshall asked for, was it to be

| sent to your firm or to me?

(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN.

MR. DAVIS TO \R. BROWN.
Vancouver, May Oth, 1503.
Geo. MecL. Browny, Victoria:

Telegram received. Will arrange return
with you Sunday. Get evidence trom
Stenographer Gilbert, so may discuss it on
boat.

’ (8d) E. P. DAVIS.

MR. CLIFFORD TO MR. BROWN.
Victoria, May 9th, 1903.
Geo. McL. Brown, Vancouver:

Committee request production by you on
Mogday, 11th inst., at 2:30 p.m., of all cor-
respondence between yourseif and other C.
P.R. officials or officers, or letter press cop-
ies of same in your or their custody, pPoOw-

i 3 o
. er of control in British Columbia relating
| to it, subject now under

investigation by

| the committee.

Victoria, May 6th, 1903.
Sir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:

I showed your telegram May 6th, to Col.
Prior, and he said: “Oh, hold on; he has |
heard of this company, because I men- |
tioned the rumor to him myself.”” You will !
recollect that I also mentioned in my re-
port of March, 1902, in connection with |
which I went before the cabinet.

; (8d.) GRO. McL. BROWN.

Vietoria, May 6th, 1903.
Sir Thomas G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:
Mr. Wells, through his counsel, referred |
to the receipt of your telegram 6th, of '
which: you sent me copy from Ottawa, but
stated that he would not refer to it in any
way to the committee until he received |
reply from you as to certain matters which '
he could not understand in your telegram.,
(84.) GEO. McL. BROWN.
Victoria, May 6th, 1903.
Sir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:
Although- Mr. Wells did not withdraw
statements made in reply to questions by
Mr. Green about whichh I wired you and
of which the chairman of the committee |
wired you last night, he made statement |
completely exonerating the C.P.R. and
yourself. Copy of this statement I am
sending you by wire. The chairman of the
committees expects an answer from you
to his telegram.
(8d.) GEO. McL. BROWN,

MR. BROWN TO SIR THOMAS.
Victoria, May 6th, 1903.
8ir Thos. G. Shaughnessy, Montreal:
Chairman advised me he had wired youn

| man:
| should telegraph you direct
| your message of the 5th,

| swer to Mr.
| Vérsrtion with me about the surrender of

(8d.) C. W. D. CLIFFORD,
Chajrman,

SIR THOMAS TO MR. BROWN.
Montreal, May 10th, 1903.

i Geo. MecL. Brown, Victoria:

Following is my telegram of
“Probably you

7th to chair-
intended that I
in reply to
giving me a ver-
batim report of the Hon, Mr. Wells’s an-
Green as to an alieged con-
the Coiambia & Western lands to some
land company in which we were to take
shares. 1 wish to Say most positively and

| emphatically-that I never said to Mr. Wells
i or to amybody else a word about the lands

ini question that would be liable to
such comstruction. No such scheme was
proposed or suggested to me. From the
time that patents were issued up to the
present mon.ent, there was never a promise
direct or inplied on behalf of myse!f, xné
Ceolumbia & Western Railway Company, or
the Canrdian Pacific Railway Coml;:mv,
that thesx lunas or any portion of thon}
should be transferred to any person, pcr:
SOn§ or covipany, nor was I ever approach-
ed by anjobudy with a view to making such
4 promise or giving any other considera-
tion of any unature or description in con-
Dection with the transaction. I viewed it
28 an ordinary business affair, by which
toe province of British Columbia was re-
deeming its statutory obligation to gz've
to the Columbia & Western Railway Com-
Pany of their land grant i.at had been
earne® by the construction of the Iine,
the company accepting a somewhat lesser

any




