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undentandf the mood, and, while the says little to

him, is careful not to have the dinner delayed. In the

mean time, the children watch him cautiously, and do
not tease him with questions. When the soup is gulped,

and he leans back and wipes his mouth, there is an evi-

dent relaxation, and his wife ventures to ask for the

news. When the roast beef is disposed of, she pre-

sumes upon gossip, and possibly upon a jest ; and when,
at last, the dessert is spread upon the table, all hands
are merry, and the face of the husband and father, which

entered the house so pinched and savage and sharp, be-
comes soft and full and beaming as the face of the

round summer ^oon. Children are very sensitive to the

influence of hunger ; and often when we think that we
are witnessing some fearful proof of the total depravity

of human nature in a young child, we are only witness-

ing the natural expression of a des» c for bread and milk.

The politicians and all .hat class of men who have axes

to grind, understand this business very thoroughly. If

a measure is to be carried through, and any man wishes

to secure votes for it, he gives a dinner. If a man
wishes for a profitable contract, he gives a dinner. If

he is up for a fat office, he gi'-cs a dinner. If it is de-

sirable that a pair of estranged friends be brought to-

gather, and reconciled to each other, they are invited

to a dinner. If hostile interests are to be harmonized,

and clashing measures compromised, and divergent

forces brought into parallelism, all must be effected bv
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