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St. Agnes

whTtV '^ "a-jeorrupt," to whom th^Whole R,man empire was less importantthan the honor of the little girl whoTThl
protection. Symphroniusat first tried, by gen-tle means, to induce Agnes to sacrifice to thegods and marry his son. Twice,three timesdid he summon her before him, after Sn'her time for reflection, and use every Slanf

tLrrr; ''•'^^-si-s flatted ^hthreats, the mtercession of friends with tJiemena.es of the law. But in vain . ThT „dgeat length lost patience. He could be tod no

to the gods himself
. He ordered her to saeri^

fice to Vesta, the patroness of the so-eXd
vestal virgins. She refused to worahh, what

:'ore*' Tt" ^If^^'-^--^^
idol, av^n w'ostone This defiance roused the bigotry andthe false patriotism of the Roman judg? Hi^pagamsm made him both cruel ^d brut7

nCe Zto
"" ''" ^*"*^"''^* "^«t ""^-tname it to you, you ch£.ste stars. " Han^down your heads in shame for human denravity ye Christians ! andye men of the worldblush for one of the most horrible crimeltve;

committed by one of your sex. WhatTi the


