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184 OF THE USE OF

allufion is decidedly in favour of pourln? and
fprinkling. And that this is the true ftatp of the
matter appears by this : Thar the Scriptures com-
monly join material and fpiritunl baptifni tocc-
ther as counterparts of each other, and cxprefs
them by the fame wor ], and defcribe them, as to
their modr in the fame way. The confequencc
then is, that as the baptifm of the Spirit is pour-
ing, fliedding, Sec, and as the baptifm of water
IS to reprefent that, and is defciibed, as to ita
mode, in the fame way, that mode mu/l of necef-
fity be pouring or fprinkUng.

OF THE USE OF INFANT BAPTISA..

AS T have often heard it ailied, What is the
ufe of infant baptifm ? I think it ncceifary, before
I conclude, to fay fomething in anfwer to that
queftion. With regard to the ufe of baptifm, I
confidcr it in the light of a mean of grace, and I
view it in the fime way when applied to infants.
1 do not fuppofe that infants, properly fpeaking,
receive any prefent benefit by being baptized'
but that this is defigned the more to 'engage the
attention of parents and others to the riling -cne-
ration. I view infants, when baptized, under the
notion of perfons entered into a fchool ; and,
therefore, I confidcr parents, pallors, deacons!
and church-meinbefs at large, as brou-ht under
an additional obligation to inflruft ihoic children
who are become fcholars, as they become able
to learn, in the peculiar truths of the religion of

Chriit.


