
126 PARADreE LOST.

I? J

Whose home was In the morth of Scythla. The latter, raonnted on horse-
back, used to uteal the gold the grifflns guarded. The myth ia probably
based on the fabled dangKra connected with early gold seeking.

-
, '^tirluined. Q Fr. p%rloignier, from fur, pmu- (for) and loin (Lat.

li'^n'jc-- afar off) ; lit "to carry away.*"

UiZ-WO. Criticize these lines. What does ML wish to convey by th«
«tructure ?

951. Huhhuh. Probably onomatopoetic. Like whoop, hoop, hubbuboa,
and whoobuh.

967. In that noUe = " amidst that noise."

»68. Wav,nWi ' "frectlon.

«fl2. Ct. B. IL, 1. 8»4. Sable vetted. Cf. LoNaFBLLoWs Hyrm to Night :

-" I saw her sable skirts all fringed with light
From tJie celestial walls

"

Milton's Nighi, however (according to the Romans, the daughter of
Chaos), is allegorically represented as ono of the progenitors of Nature,
4.e., of the Created Worild.—For his reason, see Gen. i. 2.

964. Orevs and Ades, or Hades, names for Pluto, the King of the Lower
World. Orcus: Gr. opKOQ, another form of epKog, from tpyuv (to restrain)

;

«o that it meaat ia Greek both "an oath" and a personification of tlie

"confining power of HelL"" Hades: Gr. ^Aidrjc, and the older form 'AtStjc,

4 personification of the "unseen" (a "not," and ISiXv " to see").

965. Name of Demoforgon: for Demogorgon, a deity (taken elsewhere
by M. to be the same as Chaos) whose very name was supposed capable of
producing terrible effects. Hence M.'a 'Ietonymic Pkriphba is. Spenser
writes the word Dcemo§orgon, as if it were Gorgonian Deniou. The belief
in the power of names is a very old one. Many fairy tales (Folk Lob4
allustrate this, " Deniogorgon is mysteriously hinted at in the classical
poets, but first distinctly mentioned, it is said, by the Christian writer
Lactaatius in the fourth century."—Masson.

967. Addison disapproves of these personifications on the ground that
they are beneath the dignity of an Epic. In making them M, has imitated
Virgil, who personifies Want, Sleep, Death, &c Note that one of the
difilculties of M. s subject was the scarcity of characters.

968. Boldly: Construction louche—unless a comma be placed after
ioldly. Scan this line, comparing it with B. II. , 1. 880. Probably M. desired
to convey by " apt numbers" tlie quickness of the turning.

972. Secrets = (I) "secret places" (Lat, teereta) ; or (2) our "secrets."

973. Wandering—detert. Quote ther instances of this constr.

976. What readiest path. Cf. " Wliat readiest way."—ConM«. Giwe tb«
English idiom.

977. Confine with = "have a common (oon) boundary (finis) with,"
"border on."

979. Possesses lately. Give the force ot possesses here.

981. " It directed brings no mean recompense to your behoof ( = " advan-
tage "), if, all usurpation (being) thence expelled, I reduce that Umt ( r= " lost
to you") region to her original darkness and your sway—wAicA ( = "and
this") is my present Journey (^^^ " tha object of my present journey," cf.
quest, 1. 830). Note the coD^inuative use of which. (See Mason, par. 418)^

989. Why -does M. represent Chaos as of "

composed i= ' disturbed'') ?'

990. Thee. The Gr. aceusativtis de quo (see B. I., Is. 132 and 123), called in
English the Eedukdant object (c£ the R£i>unx>ant saBJEct, B. IL, I 670).
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