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man only has freed himself. They frequenUy fight
for the possession of the female, or measure their
powers against each other; and she goes with the
victor or the better man.' I don't know any case
where the advance has been made by the female.
Pairing may be for a season or for a period or for
life. I don't think there fa any rule; but in aH cases
of separation the children are invariably divided—
the males to the father, the females to the mother.
After initiation the chUdren owe no aUegiance to
their parents. Love with them fa a wild and won-
derful rapture in all its manifestations, and without
regard necessarily to sex. I never, in my life, saw
a more beautiful expression of it than in the two
females whom I saw greet and embrace on Parlia-
ment Hill. Their motions to each other, their looks
and their clinging were beyond expression tender and
swift Nor shaU I ever forget the pair of Oreads in
the snow, of whose meeting I have said as much as
fa possible in a previous chapter. It must be re-
membered that I am dealing with an order of Nature
which knows nothing of our shames and qualms,
which fa not only unconscious of itself but uncon-
scious of anything but its immediate desire; but I

'I law »n otnoidinaiy case of that, where a male came suddenlyMore amated pair, i^ted himself and took her to hinuelf inoonti-iient There was iw fightmg. He stood and looked. The period of
suspense was breathless but not long.


