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demonstrated. Eveiy barrel offish represents, and will exchange
for, 80 much gold. Every pound ot Gold taken out of the mine,

leaves a pound less in it, and the more gold comes into the market
the less valuable it becomes. Not so with fish—while one barrel is

being consumed another is produced, and as it is consumed it

makes room for another ; the value of it can never sink, for a bar-

rel of fish is intrinsically worth as much to day as it was a thou-

sand years ago. Gold changes in Such value, fish never dees ; so

that after a gold mine is exhausted, and no longer worth working,

the fish mine will continue as rich and productive as ever. There
is no property that we possess, which, if they were deteuded and
preserved, as they ought to be, is of more valuo tlian tie fisheries.

It can also be easily demonstrated, that if the hsheimen of the

United States were excluded from our fisheries, the duties, wliich

they impose, as a protection to their fishermen, would be taken off

—for, in that event, the duties would fall exclusively on their own
consumers, and not mostly on our fishermen as they now do. While
the duties are protective, they principally fall on the foreign pro-

ducer ; when they cease to be protective, as they would do ; when
their fishermen were expelled from our waters, they would raise the

price of fish on the consumer, without a compenssiting benefit to

iheir fishermen, and the consumer, not disposed to pay, without any
corresponding benefit, more for an article of food than was neces-

sary, would cause the duty to be taker, off'. We should then have
their markets free to our fishermen. The Yankees, instead of help-

ing themcelves to our fish, would have td pay for them, and
multitudes would find profitable employment in our fasheries. They
would create a cash market for pur farmers, who would supply them
with provisions and agricultural productions. Protection and pre-

servation ofour fisheries are the onl}' means by which the fishermen

can be encouraged, and our farmers can, to the extent of their

numbers, obtain this cash market spoken of in the first epistle to

the farmers.
'

^""'^' Now I will enquire how Confederation is to produce this

double encouragement to our fai-mers and fishermen, ^^ /,,.; ,„"

The Briiish and Canadian Governments pri^' tlielr lifeaclfe

together, and by a treaty with the United States, in 1854, for

certain advantages to Canada, in which we hn^d no kind of interest,

conferred on the citizens of the Republic the privilege of fishing,

and even of landing, on our coasts. Thus Canada, for her own
selfish purposes, caused our invaluable fisheries to be opened to the

republicans, who in a very few 3 ears, with their eharaCteristjc

cupidity, if the privilege hac} ooutinued, would have destroyed one
of our most valuable properties.

The Reciprocity Treaty has happily teiTninuted, and if we
escape Confederation, wo may^.by refusing again to ratify such a
treaty, and by enforcing the laws for the protection of the Fisheries,

caU into existence an industrial class of fishermen, which can

scarcely be said to exist. J'fosperity may then attend our fisher-
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