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right ; upon which I ordered a volunteer, by the

name of John Dugan, who had lived many years in

Canada, and understood the French language, to

detach about fifty of the Canadians, and post him-

self at an advantageous ditch, which was on my
right, to prevent my being surrounded: He ad-

vanced with the detachment, but instead of occu-

pying the post, made his escape, as did likewise

Mr. Young upon the left, with their detachments.

I soon perceived that the enemy was in possession

of the ground, which Dugan should have occupied.

At this time 1 had but about fortv i'lve men with

me ; some of whom were wounded ; the enemy

kept closing round me, nor was it in my power to

prevent it ; by which means, my situation, which

was advantageous in the first part of the attack,

ceased to be so in the last ; and being almost en-

tirely surrounded with such vast, unequal numbers,

I ordered a retreat, but found that those of the

enemy, who were of the country, and their In-

dians, could run as fast as my men, though the

regulars could not. Thus I retreated near a mile,

and some of the enemy, with the savages, kept

flanking me, and others crowded hard in the rear.

In fine, I expected, in a very short time , to try the

w^orld of spirits ; for I was apprehensive that no

quarter would be given to me, and therefore had

determined lo sell my hfe as dear as I could. One
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