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The queBtion of providing for the

selfgovernment not only of Manitoba
but also of the Provinces still to be

created in the NorthWest, is one which,

unfortunately for the future prosperity

of this country, does not appeaf to suf-

ficiently engage the attention of our
public men throughout the Docnioion.

The true position of affairs in ibis

respect is either not thoroughly under-

stood or else there must be an unwise
determination to put off the evil day ol

reckoning. That something will have
to b(5 dono ere long to place Manitoba
on a more independent footing than she is

at present must be apparent to every in-

telligent man who has ever given the

matter a thought. To delay the con-

sideration of this important question is

only to give an opportunity for fresh

ditid^culties to arise in the way of a satis-

factory solution. One of three courses

will have to be adopted, viz : either the

Province must obtain the means of

revenue from the resources within its

limits, such as Crown lands, timber limits,

minerals, &o., or the Dominion, out of

the public treasury, must supply the nec-

cessary funds to carry on the machinery
of local Government and improvements,
or lacking tliose two sources of reveinio,

the people of the Province will be
obliged to submit to direct taxation.

AheaWytnH formation and bustaining
of niunicipalitieH throughout the country
and a lar»:e proportion of the cost of
HU}»portin;i tho oonuuon Mihoolh ar«' stif-

ticient bnrdenri foi- the penpln to hear,

especially when if in considered that tli«^

oxpcnrtes aiul diffii'U tien of a jtioiif'^r

life are in theui-<elv»-M trying enough
without the addition of fiirlhei t.ixat on.

Were we not in a prOi;re!-^ive ita'e of
existence, were our rtqj r menth not in-

creasing rapi«Uy day by <lay, or were our
institutions fully eHtablihhed and in

thorough working onler, the question of
revenue might not be consi(lered of so

much importance, for it would be said

with some degree of reason that as w-e

were able to manage in the past so we
could manage in the future. It must
not be lost sight of however that in

developing our present institutions we
have been obliged to draw heavily from
our capital account, until now it is re-

duced to a mere shadow of its former
oelf. For instance on a population of
17,0()0 souls at ^32.438 the original

amount at our credit was $)5I,447.(K),

on which we drew interest annually (S>

5 per cent. From this wc withdrew in


