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cloar ; it is the I^rioii Island ol'ouv charts. Alozay, I hopi>, has boon shown i'-> be Doad-

iniins Tshmd. AVliat (an be tho lar^v, nnuamed island, other than the large island of the

Miig'dalene y-roup, to which, in his luirrativo, strangely enongh, Cartior gives no name {

Its position and shape are both excecdinuly accurati' for (he lime, nnd lor the hasty

survey (.'artier was able to give it. On two or three maps sul)seq\iently to be considered,

the same islund is niiirked " ille de sabl^es," and "I. dareas,'' both Portuguese I'orms I'or

"Isle of Sands," ' and so ('artier described it. In his own words, "semble de loing que se

soiuct Initterolles de sables, pour ce que se sont terros-basses et araineusses,"' i.e. " it seemed

from afar to be little hills of sand, lor it is a very low and sandy land." ITow well this

describes the great island of the Magdalenes, composed as il is of four or live distinct rocky

islands, joined by louii' lines of sand dunes, everybody knows. Does it not seem stranu'e in

the face of these facts, that this island has l)i'en considered up to the present, to represent

Prince Edward Island ' llarrisse, for instance, so considers it, for in his description of

another and very similar map by the same author, made in lofjO. he says that what is

clearly the island we are considevini;', rejiresents Prince Edward Island of to-day. I call

particular attention to this point, for it is connected with one of the most important parts

of our present study.

i'asfhig to the mainland, W(> meet witli our familiar ''
li. des barques," and "('. dan-

ii(mlesme " Avhich stands, of course, in place of Cape Orleans. Cape of the Savages is not

named, but running out to the north-east we see represented the reef, spoken of by

Cartier, which ran lialf a leagixe into the sea. Tliese places of course appear to be on the

maiidand. It is hardly necessary to repeat that this is because Prince Edward Island

was not known to be an Islaiul. and is therefore.' shown as apart of the mainland. All of

the topography of the (iulf in this region was givi'U to the cartographers exclusively by

Cartier, and no writer whatcA'er has ever pretended that Cartier explored or passed

throuuh the Strait of Northumberlaiul. The Bay of St. Lunario, really the northern end

of the Strait, is clearly shown, but Ave have a lu^w name for it. It seems to read " Baye

dc Si', inaue, ' which I believe is a misj)rint. and meant to read "Se. Marie." It will be

remembered- that Cartier found he was in his supposed bay on July lind, but as he had

actually eutend it on the 1st, he named it after the saint of that day, St. Leonarius. Now,
July :2nd, is the day of the visitation of the A'irgin Mary, and it seems as if this name
had been strbstituted either by Cartier or the maker of this map, as an alternatixc for

St. Lunario.'

The name '" G. Soma// "'
I cannot explain.' Just north of it is a triangular iiulentation

whi( h is probably meant for Miramichi 15ay, though it is separated from St. Lunario by
a distance quite unusual in these old maps. " C. despoir " is perfectly clear,—Cartier's

' And Harris.'se ilMcribes, (op. cit. ji. 231,) anotlier map by the same autlior, iiiailo in irj.'iO, in wiiirh what is

clearly the same islanil, !.< called " 11. di^s arenos."
'' See tlu'so Tnuisuctions, v. llll-li'iL'.

' An inten-.stinsj; inLssiliilily is .sei^'ticsted te ii.s Ikto. Cartior .saw Jliraniiclii Hay on tlui 2u<l, and deKfriluid it

as a trian^inlar bay, lyinj.' north-east, "nit gives it im name, in hi.s narrative. Ih; had naniod so many plnciw after

saints, that wo arc tenipti'd to wonder whether ho did not call Miramichi Day, liay <if St. Mary, and the luuuo has
trot displaced on fho niap. I ninst say I have as yet seen no facts to snhslantiat(( this very hazy tlieory.

' 1 have no doulM th.it anyone familiar with the old French, Spanish an<l t'orln^'nose, familiar with Cartier's

iKirraiives, and who "ill allow for the ahominahly hud spel'ing and carelessness of early cartographers, could solvo

all the puzzling iiue.stions about those names, left un.solvod in the.se pages.


