
12

:*l

i 1

trtim a share in the Legisia'.ivtf {^rttut fur

'.thuie suhools, can he based, in coiisidttr-

lirrg thiri point we shall have an oppurtuni-

ly, whiuh we have anxiuusKy denued, of

itwititig your ;attt»iit ion to the whole Mub-
jeet of the education iii>teiidei4 by ine Legi**-

liUure tobe Ki'Ven in theiin-immar Schueio,

as centrasied wrth that wiiich actually is

:4;iv«n in the*n. ifiit shall appear that the

iirteirtirns of the 'Legi:4lat-ure hawe bnen
fraatrated, and the (ochools diverted fronn

their proper object, -wa fee*! eonfiiient th^rt

'the acknowtledmed ability and energvy which
have produced t>uch beneficial results in

iha organtKation and improvement of (xur

•Common Kchoois will 'be exerted by yon in

.bringing bacic the Grammar School** to

thwir true office, and elevating them to the

•high purpose lor which they >wero design-

«d. We corvoeive that ".hette institutions,

instead of beit»g mef«ly petty classicul

school*, andfeed'^rs of trie lUniversities, Were
intended to be -themselves local cslle^t^es,

in which pupils whose circumstances pre-

vented them tfr->m attending (if boys) the

Universitiies, or (if girlh) the exp«>nsive

fCity boarding schools, might be instructed

in the highS'r <branchee ot useful learning,

.and qualified .for any of the ordinanv pur-
suits in which such learning is required.

The wording of -the iStatute appears to us

to leave no doubt on this point. Though
ithe section is sowell kn»wn lo^u, we are

(obliged to quote it verbatim, for t'he put'
pose o! remarking; upon its purport :—''' ''.

"8«CT. 13.—In each County iGrammar.School prtv
Tttinn ihall be made for ^iviiif^. by a teadher or traclw
•r* nf competent ability and groud rnorali, 'iii.<truction in

all ti<c hishcr l>rauoties of a practical Kiigliah and coni-
mcrcial education, including the «;lementi of naluriil

philixnphy and machanics.

—

and alto in the Liatin and
(ircck language*. anJ iiiathenu>;icA. bu far aA.t<i|preparH

•tadenti! for Univertitv Collrge or awy Cullcgeafilmlud
X* the Unirersity of Toronto,—according to a pro-
gramme of studies and genoral rule*«iid regulation.* to

be prescribed by the Caui.cil of Public IiisUuction U<r
I'pprr Panada, and approved by the Qovernqr in

Otraneil." i

Here are two distinct objects or ofRces

presciibed for the Grammar Schools,'— the

tiirsi and principal, to ^ive intrtnnction in

AiU the higher branches of a practical

English &nd commercial education ; the

other and «vidently secondary «bject, 40

teach so mnoh Latin, Greek, and fuathe-

joalios as m»y be necessary to prepare

students for college. We are aware that

some, reading the lieolion perhaps hastily,

4<ur perhaps with a determiination to find in it

what they desired) have appareniiy euppos-
•ed that the clause '* so far as to .prepare stu-

<d«n(M for University C</lles;e,*' &c., applies

lUi-llieM^holejprcuedjii^ puttion of'theuuction.

if tihe entire construction of the sentence,

especially in the introduction of the words
*' and aliso," bu not decisive again.st this

opinion (as we think rt is), wa may u«k
what College or (University ia £!atiada or

any other countiy requires tha-t pwsons
applying; for admis:iion ari students shall

have rtcoivnd-'' iHstruotion in all the higher
branches of* practical English and vom-
merciial edi>e»ti'in, incluiling natural phil-

osophy and mechanics ?"

We think it is impossible for any persok
wKii an lUnhiaBsed mind lo read this sec-

tion attentiveKy without being satisfied thai

the purpose of the 'Legislature was whait

we have stated it -to be, and that if carried

into eirect the results would have been
tuust beneficial. 'But on e.vamining the

programme of fihidies and the regnlations

presitribed by the Council of Public In-

strnction, we find that if the purport of the

Statute was what Wd have supposed., it

has been in a large measure disregarded,

and the whole office and pdan of these

8i:hooh have been perverted, or perhaps
we should rather say reversed. It has ap-
parently been asbumed that the chief duty
of the schoeiis is to teach Laiin, Grebk and
mathematics, and toprepaie pupils for the

Universities. !n the first place we find

the rule laid down that no Grammar School
shall be allowed to receive a share ot tht>

Legislative Grant unless it has an average
atlendance of at least ten pupils studying

Latin,— a rule -which, as we ^hall here-

after take occasion -to show, is directly op--

posed 10 anutlier pro<vi6ion of the Grammar
School Act, and -is consequently illegal.

N/Nrt, turning to the Programme, we find

the first column occupied by Latin^ and no
less thah .five classes prescribed, whose
studies, ccmmencing with the Grammar,
are to go on through Arnokl's First and
S<»f ond Books, Casat-, Virsr?', Livy, Cicero,

OVid and Horace, -wrth •' pr-ie composi-
tion," and •prosody" ihtei-spersed.

TKe «rhp!e course i^ laid down with

spiecial and careful minnteness. In

Greek and Algebra, to each of which four

classes are assigned, it is much the snme.
Bat when we come to -the studies 'wl ich'

the -Legislature placed first in orrter .(artil

which are placed last in the Prograrrme)
the aspect of things undergoes a coi^plntts

change. The study of Mechanics, w'hioh

is specially enjoined in the Statut**, is hot '

found at all in the Programme. It is per-

haps supposed to be includeil in •' Natural

Philosopl. V,". which is to be h-arneJ by
only uutf cJas^and that the fourth or oldetiil


