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THE, COMMERCOIAL,.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

{This department [s in charge of R. E. Gosuell, who i»
pormanenty engaged as a regular member of Tux Coxt
MRRCIAL stall, torepresent this journalin British Columbia.
Parties in British Columtia who wish to communicate in
auy way with this paper, may apply dlrectly to \Ir
@osnell at Vancouver.)

V'axcouver, Feb, 20.—Very littlo can be
said about the business situation just now.
\Wo aro botween scasons—too far from spring
to benefit by the prospects of trade and too
near it to eojoy thoadvautages of winter.
Trade, on the whole, is not so good as last
month, and collections are far from beiog as
ood.  Tho stoppage of building and public
work gencrally is making itself folt among
tho smuller traders, who depend upon wages
being earued for prompt payment,  There is
littlo being done in the bulding line except
the finishing of larga buildii g4 in the insido.

A good desl is being banked on the prospects
of the coming summer, which are dependent
larguly upon the tourist traved superinduced by
the holding of the World’s Fuir; the largs
amount of ralway construction in view, aund
tho rush to the imning country in the spring.
All of tbese are likely to have an important
effect.  In regard to the first, the C.1’ R. and
other carrying lines are making amplo prepar-
ations fur the travel to the coast, which will
come as a vonsequence. In vegard to the
second, ieferenco was made last week to the
inrge amount of money to be spent by the C.P.
R. in all parts of the province, both in new
Lines aud ia repaire.  The Nelson & Fort Ship-
ping & Railway Co. has let the contract for
the construction of tho bridge across the Pend
d'Oreille  river, in  British  Columbia,
to the San [Francisco Bridge company.
The bridge wiil be 510 feet in length of acan
tilever puttern, and will comprise three spans.
The tenders are already in for the res; of tho
line to the Nelson. Contractors  were
asked to figure upon 150,000 feet of solid
rock, 200,000 feet of 1 ose rock, 400,000 feet
of gravel, 750,000 yards of gravel, aud the
removal of 2,300,000 of timber, Al arrange-
ments have been made for the immediate
comaencement of the Burrsrd Inlet and Frazer
Valley tailway, and thenecessury deposit has
Leen made in the bank. It iseaid slso that
the contract has been let, subject to the legal-
ity of the Vancouver bonus by-law, which is
now being tested.  1here are somo half dozen
or 50 of railway charters being applied for iu
the Wess Iooteazy, but about which there is
no certainty as yet.

In regard to the mining devolopment a great
binom is expect~-d, more especially in the Slocan
and Lardean districts of west Kootenay. The
N¢) on Tribune estimates that there will fbo at
least 10,000 prospectors in there this season.
Considerable mining development is also ex.
pected in southern Okanagan.

The salmon canoing jindustry will be uousu
ully astive this season too and very extensive
preparations aro being made. It is said, how-
ever that the British Columbia and Alaska
cannerics will do as last year, enter into a com.
bine to limit produc-ion and thus hold the
market ateady.

Little is 10 be expected in the lumber trade,
unlesa it takes an unexpected turn for the
better.  The attempt to form a shingle truss,
referced to several weeks ago, has fallen
through owiog to the failure of one of the firms
to como in,

If the Crofter zcceme goes on_ there will bo
considerable activity on the Northern ccast
from Victoria north,as some subsidiary achemes
of development ave likely to be brought into
development.

A good deal has besn said in press and in
parliamient atout British Columbia’s sharoin
tho general osxpenditure and rovedue of the
Dominion aod tho fact that she geta vory little
cut of tho Federsl exchequerin return for her
contributions to i%.  The returns show thatin
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regard to tho two great sources of revenue.
customs and cxcise, the average per capita tax
throughout the Dominion is §3.92, while that

of British Columbia is $16.97 per head or three .

times what is paid by the balance of the Do-
minion. There is food for reflection in that
atatement.

B. C. Markot Quotations.

Eccs—Eggs are steady av 23¢.

Damy Propucrs—Butter of good quality is
scarce. Creamery issellwgaccording to quality
at, from 26 to 2U¢; dairy, of which there is very
littlo fit to eat, runs from 20 to 2{c; cheeseis
steady at 13 to 13%c.

Meats.—Remain firm.  Following are quo-
tations: Hamsy, 16 to 17¢; broakfast bacon, 17
to 18c; short rolls 134 to l4c; backs, 154 t0 16¢;
dry salt, long clenr, to J24 13%:; puro lard, 50
pound, 16 to 163¢; do, 20 pounds, 16} to 17¢;
lard, compouni, 15} to 16:.

Fruirs—Fruits in all lives, except oranges,
are scarce and dear, Coast apples are from
S1.50 to 1.7 a box, and Eastera Canadian
apples, in barrels, 8. Orcanges are plentiful
and cheap, navels at §3 75 and seedlings $2.75;
lemoane, (Cal ) §4 5010 5; Sieilhies, §6; peanunts,
Virginia, 12¢; California peaouts, 10c; cran-
bercies, $12 for Cape Cod and 40c for natives;
daves 7 to Sc; figs, 100. Y. N. Stew-
art has iotroduced the Japancse Pumelo, a
large orange like fruit, and is selling them at
50c a box of ndozen. Thoy aro said to be
valuable as appetizera,

Gang, PovLThY -Both aro scarce and high.

VEGLTARLAS—00 account of the cold severe
weathaer vegetubles of all kinds have gono

up. Fraser river potatoes are $35 a ton, .

and Ashcrofts $50 a ton; Californinn onions
aro 33c; B. C. onions, 2 to 2% c; turnips, beats !

and carrots, $15 a ton,

Fis11.—Thero is a {air supply of fish. Prices
are: Nalmon, 10 to 12¢: codfish, § to 7o .

flounders, 4 to Jci sturgeun, 4 to Sc; bass, 4
to 5c.
Coat.—J. . Harrison writes a follows with

reference to the present conditien of the Saa

Franciscn cosl narkot: ** During the week there

havo been arrivals from the const mivesagpre-

gating 8,519 tons,and fo-eign sources 11,313

tons. The market remaions ateady, as there |

has not been a largo influx of coal to disturd it,
in fact the amount beiug consumed is in oxcoss
of tho quastity coming to hand. Jobbers are
1oy liberal bidders for cargoes for future load.
ing, as thoy fear a largo flect of vessels heading
this way, to movo the present season's crop,
most of which will bo ocoal carders. Hooco
thoy beliove low prices will prevay, and in or

SMALL FRUITS.

Write foi catalogue of DPlants. I gaarantee
all Plaots o reach Destinativn in good condi.
tion, and will forward post paid.

W. W. HILBORN, Leamington, Ont.

dinary cuses this would be the result, but in.
ward rates of freight for coal must rule fairly
high when ruliog grain freights are so low.
The inward aud outward ficights combined
must pay ships a fraction over ruaning expenses
or they will avoid this port. ‘The list of coal
carriers from foreign sources to arrive here in
the ncxt 90 days is certsinly very amall, and
thers are certain grades which will show very
light stocks within that time. They may not
beabsolutenccessitics, but they must strengthen
tho prices of other coals. The severo wiater in
Butish Columbia is seriously interfering with
coal shipments, as it impedes deliveries at tide
water.

Dressenp MgraT, Live Stock, RTe —Fresh
meats have advanced all round. Butchers are
contracting for their supply up to June with
vorthwest ranchers. So far as can bo learned
the supply up country is quite insufficient,
largely ou account of the zevere winter. Prices
are: Live steers ave quoted 5ic; cows, dic;
dresseé beef, 9&; sheep, 6le; mutton, 13ic;
hogs, Tic; pork, 10%c; calves, 7c: veal, 1iic,

Frovr, Fsgen, Grary, Erc.—Flour has
remained  steady  since tho  advance.
Fecd has advanced about one dollar a

ton all around  Hay has goneup t StS.
Quotations aro: Flour Manitoba pateuts,
$3.50; strong bakers, $320; ladies chnice,
§ 50; praine lily, $§670; Oregon, §5.50;
Sprkano, 8§5.65; Euderby mills—Premi.
$5.65; three star, §5.25; two star, §5.00; oat.
meal ecastern S34; California canula.
ted in guooies, $1.35; National mills,
Victorin, £4.25; rolled oats castern $3 to §3.
235; Califoraia $4.10; National mills $3.65; corn
meal §3.10; aplit peas $3.5: pearl barley $4.50.
Rice—Tho Victoria rice aulls quote wholeaale
Japan rice per ton, §77.50 ; Chioa rice do §70;
rice flaur, do, §70; chit rice, do, $25 ; rice meal
do, $17.5; chopped feed, $32 per ton; bran, §24;
shorts $25: Mao. oate, $2351t032; B. C. oats
$26; wheat 827 1o 323 o1l cake, $10; hay, SIS
Wheat is quoted ia car lots for feed No. 2
regular at 322 10 25 per ton;  oats §25 in bulk
and in sacks §23: chop barley 825, California
maliing bailey, 8§26 to 27 i.0.b. in San Fean.
cisco. California chop, $320 33. Tho \Western
Milling Co quoto bran in car fots $20.50 per ton:
shorts, $21 0; barley chaop, §25; ryc, $38; patent
{Continued on page 7TI)




