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THIE COMMERCIAL.

cruntry,” excopt of courso articles passing
botween the two countries in the compaot,
whan no duties whatever would be charged.
This is plain enough, and morcover it is tho
only possible way of carrying out thu policy.
In Canada as littlo as possiblo is said about a
unification of the duties, by the advorates of
commercial union, Here the great advantages
of frce trade with tho United Siatoes are pro-
sented, and a groat deal that is said in this
dircction is perfeotly true.  Froedom of trade
with our noighbors to the south is certatuiy
desirable, but not on the basis of the adoption
by ousselves of an extremely high tariff against
all other countries with whom we desire to
teade. The latter sspect of the case is care-
fully left {n tho backgrouud by the Cavadian
advocates of commerclal unior. It isono of
tho peculiarities of tho situation in Canala, that
whilo the advocates of commeroial union dwell
upon the beautics of freo trado with the repub-
lic, they do not give any practical suggostions
a8 to how this can be accomplished through
their commercial union programme. The
statoment that it can be sccured by mutual
tariff concessions is too absurd to bs entortain.
ed. Mutual tariff concessious would mean, we
suppose, that Canada would advan:e her duties
ou some commodities to correspond with the
United States tariff, while the latter country
would reduce its duties on other articles to cor-
respond with our tariff.  There is no probabil-
ity whatever that the Uuited States would do
anything of the kiad, but evea if it would, the
spirit of a high tarifl combinatian must remain
objcctionable to those who believe that our
trade should be free from artificial restrictions
in any direction, Canadian electors must
thercfore accept the definition as understood in
the United States, or otherwisethey will simply
declare for a pig iz a poke by sapporting the
Liberal policy. 1 commercial union it nota
tariff compact with the republic, then what is
ittobe? To this no answer hasnor can be
given. Mr. Blaine has declared that the United
States will have nothing short of complete com-
mercial union. Commercisl union ia the United
States means a uaification of the tariff of the
two couutries, whatever it may mean in Canada.
‘Therefore the Liberal party is either working
for a tariff compact with the republic, or it is
workiog for somothing short of that which will
not be accepted by the present Washiagton
administration. \Wo must thsrefore believe,
until the principle is distinotly repudiated by
the party, that the movement in Canada is for
a tariff compact,

After struggling against protection through
three differont fedecal eloction contasts, this is
a peculiar position we find the Liberal party in
to-day. Haviag shakeu off its old allegiance
to free trade principles, it now outbids the
Conservative party it a policy of high tariff aad
trade exclusiveness. Whether Liberals succeed
in this policy will depsnd as much upon the
gullibility of the people as was the case ia the
past elections when free trade versus protoction
was the issue.

BAISE POULTRY.

Now that Manitoba has a poultry association
it is to be hoped this body will bave sufficieat

influcace to induce the farnmors to go more ex.
tensively into poultry. Manitoba should pro-
duce a aurplus of poultry, instead of being
obliged to import to make up the defivieucy io
the wcal supply. Several car loads of pouttry,
cousisting of turkeys, geese, ducks and chickens,
have been brought in from the cast this winter,
In fact the bulk of the poultry offered in this
market, with perhaps the exception of chickens,
was brought in from the oast, Towas weat of
\Winoipeg have also boen obliged to deaw from
tlto cast to make up their requiroments, and
thus car lots of poultry from the cast have been
distributed all along tho railway as far as
Pacific coast points, This shiows that thero is
a largo market in the west to be supplied in
advance of the present production of the coun.
try. Nothing about tho farm should pay better
than poultry. The birds will rustle their living
in the summer, feeding upin grasshoppors and
other insccts, and in tho full they will fatten
ready for market on the stubble fields. They
are little or no expense, uud they turn to ac-
count the grain that otherwise would go to
whste on the ground. A littlo damaged grain
or cleanings will keep the brecding birds over
the wiater. The cash realizad from tho sale of
poultry is therefore just yo much cloar gaio,
aad when such prices can bo obtained as have
ruled in tho Winnipeg market this wioter,
there should be & guick fortune in raising
poultsy. With turkeys at 12 to 14 cents per
pound, geese und ducks 10 to 12 cents, and
chickens at 9 to 12 cents wholesale, raising
poultry should prave a hoaunza. In the
Winnipeg market during tho stunmer seavon
much higher prices than thnse montioned are
realized, from 15 to 20 cents per pound cover-
ing the usun! range of values.

Editorial Notes.

Tue Chilian revolution has been progressing
encrgetically, A number of conflicts have oc-
curred between the goveramont forces and the
rebels, and the latter have been generally un.
successful. Late reports indicato that the revo-
lutionists have the country well ip hand. A
vast amount of property has lcen destroyed,
and the commerce of the country is badly de-
moralized. Chiti, heretofore the most pro-
gressive and stable of the Soith American
republics, will be left a totsl wreck unless peace
is speedily sccured between the opposing fac-
tions. At best the country has been put back
many years.

The act passed by the Manitoba legislature
to provide for the early closing of stores, has
turned out to be as useful as many other
measures which have been adopted as a result
of & popular agitativn. At the time this act
was originated, there was quite an agitation iu
Winnipeg and some other places for it, but in-
terest in the matter seemed to have ceased with
the passage of the measure. Little has since
been done to bring it ioto operation. It is re-
ported that & movement is being made at
Portage la Prairie, by the Early Closing Asso-
ciation, to have the act, which 18 local option in
its nature, brought into forcoin that town,

Qae of tho industries for which there is ample
room for devclopment in our prairie country is
raising sheep. THE CoxMErCIAL has published

i'oms from timo to time showing how profitabl.
this industry is. Ia Manitoba, as well asin
onr western torritorios, sheep thrive, and prov.
very profitable. Tho 7imes, >f Viotoria, B.C'.
recontly noted thy arrival ot five cars of sheep
in that city, via steamer from the stato of
Washington. These impurtations of sheep, andt
also of hogs, are continually beiog made. There
is no rcason why the prairio couutry should not
supply British Columbia with ¢il the mntton
and pork required there ovor bumeo production
Thereis great profit in both shecop and hogs,
eapecially the former, and the home market
calls fov & larger supply.

Abvices from Chicago regarding the attenp
toblowup thewhickoy distilleries, read like plots
of the dark ages. Religious and political feuds
gavo birth in former times to such dastardly
outrages, but it is a new thing to have such
villainous undertakings connectad with com.
mercial onterprises. The whiskey mea wanted
to form a trust which would coatrol all the
distilleries, but some wanufacturers objected
to eoter the combination, This led to the
forming Jof one of the most abowninable plota
in the modern history of the world, by which
apparently the distilleries out of the combine
weore to be blown up, regardless of the des
truction of life and property. This i~ certainly
a terrible state of things to exist in the ‘‘most
advanced and highly civilized country in the
world.”

It is certainly a sign of confidence in the
future of the country to observe the action of
the chartered banks in opening branches at
country towns. For a uumber of years the
banks did little or nothing in the direction of
extending their business throughout Manitoba,
On the contrary there was a disposition to
withdraw their agencies and contract their
business as much as possible. During the last
year or two there has been a marked change iu
¢his policy, with several of the leading financial
jnstitutions. The Commercial Bank, asa home
institution, has perhaps taken the lead in opeo-
ing branches through the country, but some of
the castern bauks, especially the Uaion aud the
Imperial, have not been far behind. The
Merchants, the bank of Montreal, and the
Bank of British North America are also well
represeated, having branches at outside points,
as well as their Winnipegagencics. The Union
Bank now has five branches in Manitoba and
the territories, and the Imperial has four,

Wix~ireG business men have felt the need
of a cold storage warehouso very seriously in
past years, where they could store perishable
goods for a consideration. Kvery spring espe
cially, the need of such an irpstitution is ap
parent. On account of our cold, steady wiaters,
congiderable quantities of various commodities
arc allowed to become frozen, as they can be
kept more conveniently in this shape during
the winter. In the spring, especially if warmn
weather sets in carlier than usual, thereare
usuelly large quantities of frozen commodities
which are in danger of becoming spoiled. In
the hurry to get them inte consumption, prices
are depressed and serious loss to holders fre-
quently results. Daring a wmild spell in the
wiater thore is always more or less anxiety
among holders of frozen commodities, and this



