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mier, and nu one remaincd in the palaces tu remove apy of the
pruperty, which was ail destroyed.

T1he oniy bouse that effectually rectisted the fire was the Brit-
ish Chancery. It has an arched ce)), of brick and stone alternate-
!y, wiah iron wvinduws, which the peuple in the office hastily plas-
tered up with mud, when the fire came on them, and then they
ran off. The next day it was ý,tand1ng, but as it was red hot, they
were afraid ail the papers within were calcined like the MSS. of
I-erculaneum. For several days they were afraid (o, open the
doors, ]est thie air rushing in, as had been the case in several in-
stances, shud inflame the highly combustible tnaterials wvithin
but at length tbey did so, and found ail safe.

Su cornplete has been the obliteration of ail tlat marked (the
former streets of Pera, and so sudden has been thie change, (liai
people cannot flnd their way through them. It is nut like a fie
in England, where the roofs3 fa)) in and leave tlie walls standing,
to mark the direction of the street : here every thing is prustrate,
and the open space presents nu more direction (han a rugged
commun.

You ivill ask, are there nu firemren or engines in a place where
there is snch an awful loss of life and property almost every year ?
1 answer, (bat rhere is a numerous corps of Trornabadgis, (lie most
act;ve and efficient tiremen in the world. They are naked (o the
%vaist, and wear on their heads inverted copper basins as (heir on-
]y protection ; you see (hem in the streets rushing (o (lie tires
with their engines, and, in intrepidity, ski))1, and muscular vigour,
they are unequalled. 1 one day saw a nuniber of (hem on a hurn-
ing wali, directing their pipes against a house tbey wvere determi-
ned (o save ; and, while liey plîayed on the fire, another set be-
low ivere wholly cmployed in playing, i~n liem, (o keep (hem coo 1
and wvet in the mids( of (lie lames. If these fellows were under
pruper regulationg, (bey %vould be the must efficient body in the
wurld, but they have no law but their own wiil and cupidi(y.
They sit idly un their engines before tlie bumning bouses, with
their naked arms folded on their breasts, andth le tubes of their
implements decorated %vith flowers ; and, if no one offers (hemn
rnuney, ttaey vvuli continue liere inac(iveiy in (lie rnidst of the tire.
I one day sasv a man whu, was exceedingly anxious about lis pro-
perty, earnestiy entreat them to play upun bis house, (bat was
just opposite. They continued insensile and inflexible, tili one
of them %whispered in tlie mnan's eir ; bis whisper wvas returned;
they immediately started an(l iith a tierce and frigh(ful energy,
rushed int thie lire and soun sulidued it. T'.ae man liad promis-
ed (hem 10,000 piastres. It is supposeo (bat, if sinilar offers had
been made by the respective missions, ail thie palams would bave
been saved ; but there was nu one ira Pera to make (lie offer, and
(lie Trombadgis did not, and ivould not, expend a qpoonful of wa-
tee to put (hem ont. Indeed it is generally considered tbat the
Turks wcre really well pleased at this conflagan of(eFak'


