322 The Fire at Pera.—By an Eye Witness.

mer, and no one remained in the palaces ‘o rcmove apy of the
property, which was all destroyed.

The oniy bouse that effectually resisted the fire was the Brit-
ish Chancery. It has an arched cell, of brick and stone alternate-
ly, with iron windows, which the people in the office hastily plas-
tered up with mud, when the fire came on them, and then they
ran offt.  The next day it was standing, but as it was red hot, they
were afraid all the papers within were calcined like the MSS. of
Herculaneum. For several days they were afraid to open the
doors, lest the air rushing in, as had been the case inseveral in-
stances, should inflame the highly combustible waterials within ;
but at length they did so, and found all safe.

So complete kas been the obliteration of all that marked the
former streets of Pera, and so sudden has been the change, that
people cannot find their way through them. It is not like a fire
in England, where the roofs fall in and leave the walls standing,
to mark the direction of the street : here every thing is prostrate,
and the open space presents no more direction than a rugged
common.

You will ask, are there no firemen or engines in a place where
there issuch an awful loss of life and property almost every year ?
I answer, thatthere isa nomerous corps of Trombadgis, the most
active and efficient firemen ir the werld. They are nuked to the
waist, and wear on their heads inverted copper basins as their on-
ly protection ; you see them in the streets rushing to the fires
with their engines, and, in intrepidity, skill, and muscalar vigour,
they are unequalled. 1 one day saw a number of them on a burn-
ing wall, directing their pipes against a house they were determi-
ned to save ; and, while they plauyed on the fire, another set be-
low were wholly employed in playing on them, to keep them cool
and wet in the midst of the flames. [fthese fellows were under
proper regulations, they would be the most efficient body in the
world, but they bave no law but their own will and cupidity.
They sit idly on their engines before the burning houses, with
their naked arms folded on their breasts, and the tubes of their
implements decorated with flowers; and, if no one offers them
money, they will continue there inactively in the midst of the fire.
I one day saw a man who was exceedmgly anxious about his pro-
perty, earnestly entreat them to play upon his house, that was
just opposite. They continued insensible and inflexible, till one
of them whispered in the man’s ear ; his whisper was retnrned ;
they immediately started and with a fierce and frightful energy,
rushed into the Hire and soon subdued it. Yie man had promis-
ed them 10,000 piastres. It is supposed that, if similar offers had
been made by the respective missions, all the palaces would have
been saved ; but there was no one in Pera to make the offer, and
the Trombadgis did not, and would not, expend a spoonful of wa-
ter to put them oul. Indeed it is generally considered that the
Tarks were really well pleased at this conflagration of the Franks’



