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WILLIAM FALCONER.

This ingeniaus paet was barn about 1730, and
was the son of & poosecbut industrious barher at
Edinburgh, all of whose clnldren, with the ex-

< geption of aur authnr, were either deaf or dumnb
William received such eommoan education as
mizht gualify hun fur some inferior employment
and appears to have contracted a taste for read
ing, and a demire for highes attainments than his
situating permitted,  In the character of Anian,|
brquestionably intended for bis own, he hints at
& (uither progress © study shan lns brographers
bave been able to trace:

v

¢ On him fair Science dawn’d in neppicr hour,
Awakening inte bloom ysung Fancy’s flower:
But sonn Adversity, with freezing blast

The bloston, “e1'd, and tlie dawn o’ercast,
Forlorn of he a.., and by severe dectes
Coudemn'd reluctant 1o ibe faithlesa sea.”

* It must indeed have been witl reluctance that
boy who lind hegun ta taste the sweets of lne.
ature, cansented to setve an apprenticeship an
onrd a merchant vessel at Lenh, nhich we are
old he did when very young. Hae was afier
_ards in the capacity of a servant to Campliell,

—eauthor of Lexiphanes, when purser of a ship
ampbell is said to have discovered in Falconer
_lents warthy of cultivation; and when the -

<t distinguished humarlf as & poet, vsed to
<8t with sume pride, that he had once Leen his
<kolar.

Falconer, probably by means of thia friend,
_as made second mate of A versel employed in
he Levunt trade, which was thipwrecked during
_-r pasasge from Alexandris to Yenice, and only
hree of the crew saved. ‘The date of this event
.—not now be ascertained; but what he saw
nd felt en the melencholy occasion made the
_sepest impteasion or his memary, and certain
v suggested thaplan and characters of his ce-
‘brated poem. $Whether bafore this time he
-d made any peetical altempts we are not in-
vimed. The favours ot a genuine muse are
—ually early, and it is at least probable_that the
-~isal allusions so frequent in ¢ The Ship-

wreck.” were furnished by much previous read
ng.

Qur authar issupposnd to have continued in
the merchant rervico vatil he zained the patron
age of his Rayul Highoess Edward Duke of
York, by dedicwimg ¢ Lim ¢ ‘The Shipwreck,”
n the spring of 1762, and it 18 much to the
hanour of hie lighuess’s taste that he jumned 1n
the praise bestowed an this porm, and became
desirous to place the author 10 2 suuntinp where
he could befriend hun.  Wuh this view, the
13ake advised hun to qust the merchant service
for the royal nuvy; and before the summer had
elapsed, Faleaner war rated a mudabipmon on
board Sir Edwurd Hawke’s ehyp, the Ruyal
Gearge, which ut the peace of 1353, wus pud
off.

As Falconer wanted much of that complemen
taty ttme o® sorvice, wlheh might enable him to
arnive at the commeasivn of heutenant us (etends
ndvined lim to exc hange the nulaary for the cavil
departient of the royul navy; and accordingly,
1n the course of 1763, he was appmnted purser
af the Glory frigate of thitty-two puns  Swon
after he marned a younyg lady of the name of
thicka, the dangiter of the surgeon of Sheernesa
Yurd. With thue ladv, who had canmderable

tuste, he apprarsto have lived happly, allhnugh‘

his circumstances were reduced b want of #m
ploymnent  That this wasthe casu apprars from
a whimrical incident related by hia tographer
« When the Glory was lad up 1 ordisary at
Chatham, commissioner [{anwav, brother to the
benevoient Joous Hanway, became dehghted
with the gemus of its purser  lhe captaw’s
cabin was ordered o be fitted up wuh a stove,
and with every addition of comtort that esuld
he procured, in order that Falconer might thus
be cuabled to enjoy his favouriio propensiy,
withuut enther molestation or expeuse.”

Here he employed himself, for some time, 10y

various htersry occupations.  Amung others he
compiled an ¢ Universal Macmns Dictiooury,” a
wotk ofgreat utity, and mghly approved by
professional men in the navy.

The Marine Dictionary was punlished in 1769,
hefore which perind he appeirs 1o hiave lelt his
nzvul retreat at Chatheam for an sbude sn the
metropolis of a less coinfortable bind  Here,
depressed by poverty, but nccasionally soothed
hy friendship, and by the affectionate attestions
of his wife, he subsisted for some time on varous
resources. [n 1768 he received proposals from
the lzte Mr. Murray, ths baokseller, to be ad
mutted a partner in the husiness which that gen-
tleman aftesrwarda established,

No resson can be assigned with more proba
bility for his refusing this Jiberal offer, than his
appuintment, immedrately after, to the pursership
of the Aurora frigate, which was otdered to car-
ry out to Indis, Messts. Vansittart, Scrofton,
and Forde, as supervisors of the affairs of the
compsny. FKe was also promised the affice of
private secretary to those gentiemen, a situation

from which his friend_u»-m.g:d the kopea that

>

he myzht eventually abtan lasting advantaged
The Aurara sailed from Eugland on the 30h
Septemper, 1769, and after touchwng at the
Cape, was lost duning the 1emuinder of the pas-
suge in n maaner which left no trace by which
the cause of the calunuty could be dwcovered,
The most probahle conjecture s, that she found-
sred in the Cosaminque chunuel.

COMMUN.CATION.

—.o{cu——
for the Juvenilc Entertainer.

Mn Miine,

Sir,—No one was more rejoiced than mysel{ when {
heard of the establishment of your tittle paper. T well
remcubes how didighted 1 was when 1 lisst sow the
Bosten ** Youth’s Compsanion,” which you know was
u weekly paper for cluldren; wnd [ thenceforward ear-
nestly desired 10 see onc of a sumlar kind here. At
last, 1hanks to your emerprize, 1t appcared; and I folt
assured that all who took any aterest n the insiruction
and hoppiness of tha young, and w the well being of

2 world when they themselves depart, would eagesly
come forward to suppart, by their pen or thewr tecom-
mnendation, or buth, su adnurable an nstrument of good.

To argue upon the utility of a youth's paper cannot
be neversary . the bare menison «f the achemne must
cursy conviction. Bui to mako 2 atttactive a certamn
quantity of original matter 13 necessasy. Not thatat
can be better, not puthapshalf s good, as that whick
you selact but still,such 18 ous haukering afier novelty,
hat wa like someth.ng ucw, though far inferior to the
old And besides, the real intention of a psncdical s
loss mght of without at least a sprinkling of originahity.

1 have oftimes, nhen reating, determined 10 select,
and when thinking, to write, for you; but as ofien bap-
pens with wise rexalving, 1 nover got fasther. To-day
{ clianced on the following mece uf poetry io the Juva-
nile Forget-Me Not for 1832, which I think very besw-
tiful. both in sentinent and style; and without allowing
mnysell ume sgaim 10 resolve 1o delay, 1 huve copud xt,
and now append 1t hereto. So you have both a com-
murnication and a selection.  1f you accept of this com-
menc t, I shallendeavour to filt a column pratty of-
ten whetber it shall be grave or gay.trifling or severs,
prose or poatry, osiginal or selecied, ths reauli ean
alone show, for purpose or plan § have none. De al}
Clergvmen, and s!l others pretending an interest 1n the
instruction of the fising gensration, patronize your pa-
per? If not, it is time they did. or abandch thels
pretcnsions. Yours, &c.

CONTRIBUTOR.

A MOTHER'S LOVE.
By Mrs. Abdey.

Oh! do you ask me why I weep?

Who used 0 secm g0 glad?
There cre out few a waich 1o keep,

1f 1 am pleased or sad :
My father s L.fe’e busy toils

Throughouvt the day must rove;
And much I miss 2 Mother'’s amiles,

Axd mourn a Motber's Love!

My garden is o’errun with weeds,
1t gives me lintle joy,

For no fund mother standes and heedi
The pasumes of her boy;

And when my lessons [ repeat,
Though many may spprove,

1 sigh the warm caress to meat,
That apoke a Mother’s Love!

Wien, lately, fover's grasp I felt,
My wants wete sil supplied,

But she, that dear one, would kave kR
My alespless conch beside,




