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undaubtedly facilitated giving effeet ta their wishes ini this re-
spect. Mvr. Egerton may be right in sanie sense in hiz Short

î ~History of British Colonial Poicy where hie gracefully observes
(r) thait the resuit of the war of the American Revolution
"knocked the bottoni out of " that great system of national regu-

Jation of industry and commerce which is generally spaken of
M Ï as the Mercantile Systeni. But certainIy prior ta the passing

of the Imperial Act of 1849 Great Britaiun maintained a very
large measure of contrai over Canadian trade which could hardly
have continued after the concession af responsible government.
Anybody can see what this measure af contrai was by Iookîng
at the numerous petîtions from various boards of trade and
ather public bodies in Canada which were submitted ta the
Imperial Government in 1846 and are printed in volume 15 of
the collection ai Imperial blue books relating ta Canada. There
existed in the first place under the Imperial Acta at that time a
system of Iznperial differential duties impased upon the comn-
merce af Canada with the view of givirig the manufacturera af
the Mother Country and the plantera of the West India Islands
a nionopoly, sa, far as lawa could effeot that object, in Canadian
markets lor the consumptiçii of the articles respectively pro-
duced by t1hem, an arringement which could flot reasonably be
objected to under the balanced systeni which theretofore pre-
vailed between the Mather Country and Canada in which the

uU products of Canada enjoyed a preferential duty in the markets
oi Great Britain.

Mareaver navigation laws were still in force sa framed as
virtually t(, give an abiolute nionopoiy of the carrying trade of
Canada b,. th internai and exterual ta the British shipowner.
Thus no goods could be exported froni the United Kingdom ta
any British possession in Ainerica except in British ships; nor
could any goads be carried froni any British possession ta any
other British possession or from one part af any such possession

* ta any other part of the 8ame except in British ships; nar could
any goada 'be imported into any British possession in foreign

EH (r) Short History of Britieh Colonial Polley, pp. 256, 258.
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