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tics. Under these clauses an alien mayacquire,
hold, and dispose of real and personal property
of cvery description, and tîtie may be derived
throughý himi as effectually as, if he were a
natuiral-born British suhject. Tfhis provision is
not to affect any existing right, nor is to con-
fer political ri ghts or qualify for any franchise.
Next follows a section giving power to, natural-
ized aliens to divest theinselves of their natu-
ralization as British sulbjects, and to recover
their status as aliens, in ail cases where Iler
Majcsty bas mnade a convention with a foreign
state enabling its citizens on naturalization as
British stîbjeets to divest themselves of their
original allegiance. The fourth section, prob-
ablv eon8eîisu omnium, abolishes juries de
med1ietate lin guoe. Then follows a section
declaringo that British subjects who have be-
corne naturalized in a foreign state shall bc
deerned to have expatriated themselves, but a
right to return to the allegiance of the Crown
within two vears after the passing of the Act
is reserved to ail such persons. This section,
if carried, will annihilate the tirne honoured
maxim, Nemo potest exuere patriam, and des-
troy the allegfiance to the Crown of some six
or seven millions of persons;- and yet here
again we do not anticipate aven the whisper of
an objection. We have fought a costly war,
had mariv a bitter qu:irrel, and consunîed an
absurd amiotnt of valuable time and labour
cither in inflaming or quenching the disputes
which. have arisen froin the old law. Its re-
tention has, in fact, becoma impossible, and
we have only endured its existence of late
ycars by a studious disregard of aIl its practical

The bill then proceecls to deal with naturali-
zation ofaliensais Britisli subjects. At present,
under 7 & 8 Vict. c. 66, the Seeretary of 'Stata
grants certificates of naturalization upon com-
pliance withi certain regulations issued frorn
the 11ome Office On Augrust 1, 1847. On ob-
taining lis certificate and taking the oath of
allelgiance, the party ustually acquires ail the
righits of a natural-born Britishi subjeet, except
th-ioýc of becoming, a mnernber of the Privy
Cotuncil or of' Parliament. 'fhese certificates
were in 1851 so far limited that the rights of
the holîler wera suspended whila hie was with-
olnt the dlomin ions of the Crown. Thegrantin)g
of the certificate is ptircly a mattar of discre-
tion wvith the Secretary of State. Under thc
new tlI, an alien, to obtain -naturalization,
miust hiave resiîled for five years in thc Unitcd
Kingdom, or have servedl under the Crown for
five years, and must iriteid cither to rasida in
the United Kingdom, or to serve under the
Crown. Application, is to be made to the Sec-
retary' of State, whose decision is to be final,

S and(&,Iio is not bound to assign an 'y reason
for his decision. Thc position of an alien. so
natîîralized i thus defitied:

Ait ntien to %0soi a certificate of natilraliza-
tion is granted siiîîll hi ilhe United Kingdomn be
entitle<l ti) aM politic>l nnd other rights, powers,
and privi!eges, ani] be subject to a>l obligationis,

ami whieh a natural-born Briti-li subject is en-
titled or subject in the United Kingdom, witli tbis
qualification, that he shall not, when within the
limnits of the foreign State of which lie was a
suhject previousîy to obtaining bis certificate of
flaturalization, be deemed to lie a British subject
uliles lie lias ceq, ed to be a subject of that State
ini pursoance of the laws thereof, or in pursuance
of a treaty to that effect.

The said Secretary of State may ini ianner
aforesaid grant a special certificate of naturaliza-
tiou te a-DY Person with respect to whnse nation-
ality as a Britishj subject a doulit exists, and lie
May SPecify in sach certificate tliat the grant
tbereot'i8 made for the purpose of quieting doubts
as to tlie right of sucli person te ha a British
subjeet, and the grant or sucb special certificate
shaîl not be deenied to be any admission thîat the
person te wliom it was granted was not previeusly
a B3ritishi subjeet.

An allen wlio lias been naturalized previously
te the passing of this Act ina> apply to tlie eSec-
retary or State for a certificate of naturuthization
under this Act, and it shall ha lawful for tlie said
Secretar>' of State to grant sncb certificate to such
flaturalized alien upon the saine ternis, and 'suhject
te the rame conditionq, in and upon which sucli
certificate uniglt bave been granteti if such alien
lad not been previousîy naturalized in the United
Kingdom.

Thare are also provisions enahling an expa-
triated. British subjeet torecover his nationality
under a certificata froîn the Secretar>' of State,
and power is reserved for thc cancellation of
such certificates as well as certificates of natu-
ralization. Ali the propositions upon this por-
tion of the subject are in strict conforrnity with
thosa adIvanced in the Report of the *Royal
Commission,' and seemn to be equall>' consi:tent
with the liberal spirit of thn- age and the due
preservation of the safet>' and Cdignity of the
State.

The national status of women and children
is thus proposed to ha dcfined in ti-c bll, and
wo need only note that thc clauses coîîtaining
these definitions seem to be in harinony bot1
with the report and with the opinions advanced
b>' tha Lord Chief Justice.

1. A mûrried weman shah! be deemed to be a
subject of the State of whiclî lier liusband is for
the turne being a oubjeot.

2. A widow being a natural-born Britishi sub-
ject, who bas become an alien by or in conse-
quence of lier marriage, shall be daemed to be 0,
statutory alien, and rnay as sudh at arty tin3e
during widowheod ebtain a certificate of re-ad'
mission to British nationality in manner jîrovided1
by this Act.,

8. Wbere the father heing a British suhjPct,
or thie niother being a British subject and a widolW,
beconies an alien in pursuance of this Act, everJr
ebild of sucd father or mother wbo during infandy
lias becorne resident la tle country wher8 the
father or niolier is naturalized, and has,' accord'
ing to the laws of sucli country, become natur8St
ized tberein, shahi le dpemed to le a subject Of
the State of wliicl thie fathier or motlier lias be«
comte a subject, and flot a Britishi subject.

1 '46 -VOL. VI., N. S.i LAW JOURNAL. rJuly, 1870.


