vi PREFACE.

Passion, aspiring and unbridled, is always a
dangerous counsellor. Mr, Bourassa could have
had a useful political life, if he had realized that
public good cannot be well served by constant ap-
peals to race prejudices, and by persevering efforts
to achieve success by stirring up fanaticism.

The result of the unpatriotic course he has
followed, against the advice of his best friends, has
been to sow in our great and happy Dominion the
seed of discord, of hatred, of racial conflicts.

Unfortunately, for the country, for his French
Canadian compatriots, and for himself, he was de-
luded to the point of believing that the war would
be his grand opportunity,

Instead of using his influence to promote the
national unity so essential under the trying cir-
cumstances with which Canada and the whole
British Empire was suddenly confronted, he ex-
erted himself to the utmost to prevail on his
French Canadian countrymen to assume a decisive
hostile stand to the noble cause which Britain had
to fight for, in order to avenge the crime of the
violation of Belgium’s territory, to protect France
from German cruel invasion, and to prevent Auto-

cratic power from enslaving Humanity.




