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his Confideration and Influence amongft the

Princes of the Empire. <
'
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Voltaire has ftated the Nature ofthofe ClaitnSy

which the King of Pruffia iirft made upon 5/-

lefia, with an elegant Brevity. ** II y pr^tcn-

doit quatre Duches, dont fa Maifon avoit

^te, autrefois en PofleiTion, par dcs Achats

& par des Adles de Confraternity. Ses Ayeux
avoient renonce a toutes leurs Pretcnfions

par des Tranfadlions reiter^es parce qu* ils

etoient foibles ; II fe trouva puifTant, & il les

reclama." Silijia is, at preient, in no Dan-
ger of changing its Mafter : Aujhia left to her-

felf alone will manage with Difficulty an un-

equal War. It is to be wifhed, rather than ex-

pelled, that the Emprefs Queen of Hungary^

and the King of Pruffia^ would at lail drop the

Memory of their old Provocations, and permit

the true Intereft of their refpedive Countries

to prevail overth mutual Injuries which they

have done and fuJTered. A firm and cordial

Friendfliip between two fuch powerful Sove-

reigns would loon heal the Wounds of Ger-

many : Political Diftra6tions, intermixed with

religious Dil^erences, have long weakened the

Empire ; and the Weaknefs of the Empire has

been the Strength of France.—The following

extraordinary Anecdote fs too remarkable to be

omitted in this Place, efpecially as it refts upon
fufficient Authority; but whether it moft di-

ftinguiflies the Spirit or the Jlrt of the Em-
prefs Queen, I will not t$ke upon me to deter-

mine.
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