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As rejiards the iiKiuiiy in the resolution, what steps have heen taken to secure the
removal of the «liscriiniiiation again.st Amcricaa Dorta " in violation of th& spirit of
the Treaty of Washington," I have to state that the attention of Congress was in-

vited to the matter, both in the report of the Comniissinner of Navigation for 1887
and in the report to Congress from this Department embodied in Executive Docu-
ment No. 118, Fiftieth Congress, lirst session. House of Representatives. The sub-
ject has also been bronght to the notice of the Secretary of State.

In article 27 of the Treaty of Washington, the Government of Her Britannic Majesty
engaged to urge upon the Ooverumeiit of tlie Dominion of Canada to secnre to the
citizens of the United States the use of the Welland, St. Lawrence, and other canals
in the Dominion on terms of etiuality with the inhabitants of the Dominion, and the
Government of the United States engaged that the subjects of Great Britain should
enjoy the nse of the St. Clair Flats Canal oh terms of equality with the inhabitants of
the United States, and further engaged to urge upon the State governments to secure
to the subjects of Great Britain the nse of. the several State canals connected with the
navigation of the lakes traversed by or contiguous to the boundary line between the
possessions of the high contracting parties on terms of equality with the inhabitants
of the United States. Under the present system 4^ discriminating in favor of ship-
ments (town the St. Lawrence and against shipment through the United States, the
use of the canals are not secured to the citizens of the United States on terms of
equality with the inhabitants of the Dominion^ there being a discrimination virtually
in favor of said inbabitauts, and an infringement of the spirit, at least, of the treaty.
Citizens of the United States lining the canals and shipping over oar territory, are on
a less favorable footing than the inhabitants of Canada using the canals and shipping
by routes running through their territory.

I am not advised that the Secretary of the Treasury has authority to impose tolls

upon vessels passing through the Sadlt Ste. Murie or the St. Clair Flats Caual, and
bound for Caiiadian ports, and understand that legislation would be necessary for
the exercise of such authority. In view of the action of the Canadian government,
and the construction which it appears to attach to the section cited above, it would
seem proper for Congress to authorize the collection of tolls on vessels passing through
the Sanlt Ste. Marie Caiinl to ott'set the discrimiinitiou aforesaid. And after investi-

gation I have no doubt of the power of Congress to legislate accordingly. It is sug-
gested, however, that the collection of the tolls be placed under theSecretary of War
rather than of the Treasury, the former being already charged by law with certain
jurisdiction over the property.
The carrying of grain, etc., by water, from places in the United States west of the

Welland Caual to places in the United States east of said canal, is restricted to ves-
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