
Y OF

1 the i8th

rords.

litjji the

:he French

;rica, fince

-Chapelle,

made by

lements of

in our pro-

orious, and

)ked upon,

lefign, and

riably fuch

>motc their

5 the moft

e have not

:>m tinne to

the French

ice, and to

'action for

to prevent

uture : but

griven, that

to the trea-

and parti-

)ur neutral

ited, (which

was

It'

THE LATE W A R.

was cxprelly promifed to our Ambaflador in

France) the execution of thefe aflurances, and of

the treaties, on which they were founded, has been

evaded under the moft frivolous pretences : and

the uniuftifiable pra(5tices of the French Gover-

nors, and of the officers adting under their au-

thority, were dill carried on, till, at length, in

the month of April 1754, they broke out into

open a(5ls of hoftility, when in time of profound

peace, without any declaration of war; and with-

out any previous notice given, or application made,

a body of French forces, under the command of

an officer bearing the French King's commiffion,

attacked in a hoftile manner, and poffefled them-

felves of the Enlifli fort on the Ohio in North

America.

But notwithftanding this aft of hoftility, which

could not but be looked upon as a commence-

ment of war , yet, from our earneft defire of

peace, and in hopes fhe court of France would

difavow this violence and injuftice, we contented

ourfelves with fending fuch a force to America as

was indifpenfably neceflary for the immediate de-

fence and protection of oqr fubjeds, agj»inft frelh

attacks and infglts.

In the mean time great naval armaments were

preparing in the ports of France, and a confider-

able body of French troops embarked for North

America j and though ^he French Ambaflador

was fent back to England with fpecious profeffions

of a defire to accommodate thefe differences, yet

it appeared, that their real defign was only to gain
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