
Now, tlu! Illcsst'd Vir<^iii was the Springtime of that season of

Ki'iice and uicrcy. and spiritual beauty, and perfection, with

which onr Divine Hedeenier Messed and enriched the earth. At

her approiich th(^ s[)iritu!il winter of the world disa])i»eared, th(!

s[)rin^'tinu? of hope and prouiiso for numkind had come, soon to

be followed hy the Sunnner of Christ's richest blessings and

}j;raees. She was the day-star that appeared .ibove the darkened

horizon of a fallen world, to herald t!ie risin<^ of the Sun of

eternal justice. Mnry was the fairest Hower in the garden of

God. She was the Hower of the field and the lily of the valley.

She was the fairest, the most beautiful, and the most perfect of

God's creatures. She was never stained by the sin of origin or

of action, no thought allied to sin ever darkened her pure soul,

no shadow of evil ever dimmed the brightness of luir virginal

purity. She was indeed " our tainted nature's solitary boast."

Hence the ins})ired writer, uazing on the vision of her peerless

beauty and perfection, as it appeared to iiis fai-reaching gaze,

exclaimed :
" Who is she that coineth tV.rtli like the morning

rising, fair as f ' Moon, beautiful as the Sun." (Canticles vi.,

V. !).)

It was, then, a happy thought of the church, who, like her

Divine Master, doeth all things well, to associate the beautiful

month of ^lay with devotion to the lilessed ^'irgin, and to make
its natural beauty and loveliness—its hopes and its promises

—

svmbolize the moral beautv and loveliness of Marv, and the

blessed hopes and promises which she brought to the wearied

hearts and despairing souls of mankind.

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin consists chiefly in honorhig, ven-

erating and loving her, and in earnestly and fervently invoking

her powerful and most salutary intercession. All christians

should honor, venerate and love our Blessed Lady, because (a)

of the prominent place she has occupied in the economy of

human redemption and reparation, because //) of her trans-

cendent sanctity and dignity, and because (c) God himself

honored h(^r above all other creatures, by bestowing on her the

nnspe.akctnd! and incomparable privilege of the Divine ]\rater-

nitv.
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