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PRIMARY EDUCATION.

1 have thought it might be well to publish in a

separate form the remarks I made to tiie Synod on
the subject of Primary Education. In addressing the

Sjmod I did not think it desirable to discuss the

probabh' change in the method of administration. I

confined myself to the question of religious teaching.

But identified as 1 have been from the beoinning with
the past administration of oui- Provincial system of

e<lueati(»n, I do not think that it will Vte out of place

for me to make some remarks on this sul)ject in this

publication, I believe that the Board of Education
has been in the execution of its trust a faithful ser-

vant of the State, and impartial in its administration.

]t is my Oj)ini()n, too, that the State has been excep-

tionally well serve«l by the successive Superintendents
of Education, and 1 think it is a subject of regret that

the Pi'ovince has hjst the experience and administra-

tive ability of the late Supeiintendent.

There is gi'ave objection to the Department of Edu-
cation being treated like an ordinary Department of

the Government. Usually there is a Minister who
decides eveiything in his Department, and an assist-

ant, with perhaps half the salary, who acts as Deputy
MinisttM. But in this Deimrtment the real admii.is-

trator should be, if possible, a scholar of fair if not
high University attaimnents, well acquainted with
educational questions and methods. And as his value

will be largely increased by l^\perience and knowledge
of the country gained by years of office, he should be
a permanent official. Now it is impossible to secure

and retain a valuable man of such attainments with-

out a libei'al salai'V. To expect always these (|ualiti-

cations, vwn to a very moderate degree. ii\ the states-

man receiving for political reasons the Ministry (»f

Education is out of the (piestion. And it would
scarcelv be I'ight to make such a man the men,' clerk

of the politician for the time in office. Besides it will

be difficult for the Minister in this country to be

credited with the absolute det(M'mi nation of all the

(pu'stions rising out of school matters without giving

suspicion of political ])artiality and rmbittei'ing those


