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control over them in ways which provt'd of

f^reat .service in all lines of his work. The

possession of courage is always a sure passport

to the respect of the Indians, and that John

McKay had that courage they were tauj^ht in

a j^reat many ways. In the earlier days of

Prince Albert, roving bands of strange Indiana

used fre<[uently to come to the mission an<l

make heavy and peremptory demands for food

on the meagre supply, with threats of extermina-

tion if they were not satisfied. One springy

when preparations were on hand for the sowing

season, and the oxen were tie<l in the hay-yard,

a large crowd of Indians from a distance came

and demanded an ox for a feast. One young

animal was given them, but after a while they

came Vjack, and indicating .\ certain ox, the

choicest and biggest of all, and hence the most

prized for the spring work, they re(iuested

that he be given them. The demand was re-

fused—for to give way there meant, to any one

who knows the Indian, a giving way all around

—and explanation made that this ox could not

be spared. But the Indians " uncoated " their


