
THIRTY YEARS’ VIEW

CHAPTER I.

PERSONAL ASPECT OF THE GOVERNMENT.

All the departments of the government appear­
ed to great advantage in the personal character 
of their administrators at the time of my arrival 
as Senator at Washington. Mr. Monroe was 
President; Governor Tompkins, Vice-President ; 
Mr. John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State; 
Mr. William H. Crawford, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Mr. John C. Calhoun, Secretary at 
War; Mr. Smith Thompson, of New-York, Sec­
retary of the Navy; Mr. John McLean, Post­
master General ; William Wirt, Esq., Attorney 
General. These constituted the Executive De­
partment, and it would be difficult to find in 
any government, in any country, at any time, 
more talent and experience, more dignity and 
decorum, more purity of private life, a larger 
mass of information, and more addiction to busi­
ness, than was comprised in this list of celebrated 
names. The legislative department was equally 
impressive. The Senate presented a long list of 
eminent men who had become known by their 
services in the fédéral or State governments, 
and some of them connected with its earliest 
history. From New-York there were Mr. Rufus 
King and Nathan Sanford ; from Massachusetts, 
Mr. Harrison Gray Otis ; from North Carolina, 
Mr. Macon and Governor Stokes ; from Virginia, 
the two Governors, James Barbour and James 
Pleasants; from South Carolina, Mr. John 
Gaillard, so often and so long President, pro 
tempore, of the Senate, and Judge William 
Smith; from Rhode Island, Mr. William Hun­
ter ; from Kentucky, Colonel Richard M. John­
son; from Louisiana, Mr. James Brown and 
Governor Henry Johnson ; from Maryland, Mr.

William Pinkney and Governor Edward Lloyd ; 
from New Jersef, Mr. Samuel L. Southard ; 
Colonel John Williams, of Tennessee ; William
R. King and Judge Walker, from Alabama; 
and many others of later date, afterwards be­
coming eminent, and who will be noted in their 
places. In the House of Representatives there 
was a great array of distinguished and of busi­
ness talent. Mr. Clay, Mr. Randolph, Mr. 
Lowndes were there. Mr. Henry Baldwin and 
Mr. John Sergeant, from Pennsylvania; Mr. 
John W. Taylor, Speaker, and Henry Storrs, 
from New-York ; Dr. Eustis, of revolutionary 
memory, and Nathaniel Silsbee, of Massachu­
setts ; Mr. Louis McLane, from Delaware ; Gen­
eral Samuel Smith, from Maryland ; Mr. William
S. Archer, Mr. Philip P. Barbour, General John 
Floyd, General Alexander Smythe, Mr. John 
Tyler, Charles Fenton Mercer, George Tucker; 
from Virginia; Mr. Lewis Williams, who 
entered the House young, and remained long 
enough to bo called its “Father,” Thomas IL 
Hall, Weldon N. Edwards, Governor Hutching 
G. Burton, from North Carolina; Governor 
Earle and Mr. Charles Pinckney, from South' 
Carolina ; Mr. Thomas W. Cobb and Governor 
George Gilmer, from Georgia ; Messrs. Richard 
C. Anderson, Jr., David Trimble; George Robert­
son, Benjamin Hardin, and Governor Metcalfe; 
from Kentucky; Mr. John Rhea; of revolution­
ary service, Governor Newton Cannon, Francis 
Jones, General John Cocke, from Tehnessee ; 
Messrs. John W. Campbell, John Sloan and 
Henry Bush, from Ohio ; Mr. William Hen­
dricks, from Indiana;. Thomas Butler, from 
Louisiana ; Daniel P. Cook, from Illinois ; John 
Crowell, from Alabama ; Mr. Christopher Ran* 
kin, from Mississippi ; and a great many othe» 
business men of worth and character from the
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