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preferment ; nor have I any idea what would be the result of 
the party classification of our staff. This, however, may be 
claimed. The study of politics, in the sense of Freeman, 
“ History is past politics, and politics present history,” has 
been diligently promoted. The principles of Roman law, 
international arbitration, jurisprudence, economics, and institu
tional history have here been set forth and inculcated,—so that 
in every part of the land, we can point to our graduates as the 
wise interpreters of political history, the strong promoters of 
democratic institutions, the firm believers in the merit syst 
of appointments, and in local self-government.

A phrase which has lately been in vogue is original research. 
Like all other new terms, it is often misapplied, often mis
understood. It may be the highest occupatiou of the human 
mind. It may be the most insignificant. A few words

country, of the younger generation, have here received 
agement and aid.

When this university began the opportunities for scientific 
publication in this country were very meagre. The American 
Journal of Science was the chief repository for short and 
rent papers. The memoirs of a few learned societies came out 
at slow intervals and could not be freely opened to investiga
tors. This university in the face of obvious objection deter
mined to establish certain journals which might be the means 
of communication between the scholars of this country and 
those abroad. Three journals were soon commenced : The 
American Journal of Mathematics ; the American Journal of 
Philology ; the American Chemical Journal. Remember that 
these were “American ” journals, in fact as well as in name, 
open to all the scholars of the country. Other periodicals 
afterwards, devoted to History and Politics, to Biology, to 
Modern Languages, to Experimental Medicine and to Anatomy. 
Moderate appropriations were made to foreign journals, of 
great importance, which lacked support, the English Journal 
of Physiology and the German Journal of Assyriology. Nor 
were the appropriations of the Trustees restricted to periodi
cal literature. Generous encouragement was given to the 
publication of important treatises, like the researches of Dr. 
Brooks upon Salpa ; to the physiological papers of Dr. Martin • 
to the studies in logic of Mr. Peirce and his followers ; to 
Professor Rowland’s magnificent photographs of the solar 
spectrum; to the printing of a facsimile of the earliest 
Christian docum ent after the times of the Apostles ; and 
recently, with the cooperation of the University of Tübingen, 
to the exact reproduction by Dr. Bloomfield of 
manuscript which has an important bearing upon 
tive philology.

I am not without apprehensions that

encour-

cur-

em

may
therefore be requisite to explain our acceptance of this word. 
When this university began, it was a common complaint, still 
uttered in many places, that the ablest teachers were absorbed 
in routine and were forced to spend their strength in the disci
pline of tyros, so that they had no time for carrying forward 
their studies or for adding to human knowledge. Here the 
position was taken at the outset that the chief professors 
should have ample time to carry on the higher work for which 
they had shown themselves qualified, and also that

came

younger
men, as they gave evidence of uncommon qualities, should like
wise be encouraged to devote themselves to study. Even 
those who were candidates for degrees were taught what was 
meant by profitable investigation. They were shown how to 
discover the limits of the known ; how to extend, even by 
minute accretions, the realm of knowledge ; how to cooperate 
with other men in the prosecution of enquiry ; and how to 
record in exact language, and on the printed page, the results 
attained. Investigation has thus been among us the duty of 
every leading professor, and he has been the guide and inspirer 
of fellows and pupils, whose work may not bear his name, 
but whose results are
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a unique 
compara-

our example to the 
country has been infelicitous, not less than thirty institutions 
being known to me, which are now engaged in the work of 
publication. The consequence is that it is almost impossible 
for scholars to find out and make

truly products of the inspiration and 
guidance which he has freely bestowed.

The complaint was of many important 
memoirs, which are thus hidden away. One of the problems 
for the next generation to solve is the proper mode of 
aging the publication of scientific treatises.

I cannot enumerate the works of scholarship which have 
been published without the aid of the university by those 
connected with it,—studies in Greek syntax, in mathematics, 
in history, in chemistry, in medicine and surgery, in economics’ 
in pathology and in many other branches. The administra
tion now closing can have no monument more enduring 
than the great mass of contributions to knowledge, which 
gathered, (like the cairn of boulders and pebbles which 
memorates in Cracow, the burial place of Kosciusko), a biblio- 
thecal cairn, in the office of the Trustees, to remind 
officer and every visitor of 
letters.

use
often heard, in the early seventies, that 

no provision was made in this country for post-graduate work 
except in the three professional schools. Accordingly, a sys
tem of fellowships, of scholarships, and of other provisions for 
advanced study was established here, so well adapted to the 
wants of the country at that time that its provisions have been 
widely copied in other places. It now seems as if there was 
danger of rivalry in the solicitation of students, which is cer
tainly unworthy, and there is danger also that too many men 
will receive stipendiary encouragement to prepare themselves 
for positions they can never attain. In the early days of the 
French Academy when a seat in that body was a very great 
prize, a certain young man was told to wait until he was older, 
and the remark was added that in order to secure good speed 
from horses, a basket of oats should always be tied to the front 
of the carriage pole as a constant incitement. It would 
indeed be a misfortune if a system of fellowships should be 
open to this objection. Nevertheless, whoever scans our regis
ter of Fellows will discover that many of the ablest men in the
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productivity in science andour

There are many who believe that the noblest work in which 
have engaged is the advancement of medical education 

Several agencies have been favorable. The 
munificence of the founder established a hospital, which

we
and science.
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