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Hon. Mr. BLACK: Somewhat more than
2,900, 1 think. The administrative costs of
the Board for 1930 are estimated at $700,000.
1 think that if the Board were abolisbed and
the supervision of the English settiers were
turned over to the Department, at least three-
qùarters of the work, that the Board is now
doing would be eliminated. 1 understand
there is no officiai responsibility assumed for
the purchase of equipment and stock by the
English settiers, for instance; so the work
of looking after these immigrant settiers would
be very smali, compared with the total
activities of the present Board. The Board's
emiployees, whether temporary or permanent,
couid probably be absorbed into other depart-
monts, so that ne hardship wouid be worked
on any of the returned men employed. The
annual cost of the Board's operations bas run
up as high as $1,500,000. The sum estimated
for 1930 is, I thiîîk, less than bas been ex-
pended by the Board in any other year. So
it is apparent that a hinge saving could be
effccted if the Board wcre aholished. I
guarantee that if the work of looking after
the Eniglish settiers were assigned to the
Departmnent of the Interior, or some other
administrative branch, the ceat of looking
after those settiers should not be more than
8100,000 a year.

I understood the leader on this side of the
lieuse (Hon. Mr. Willoughby) expressed
objection te wiping eut the indcbtcdness of
the soldier settiers, on the grciund that it
would be an injustice. As far as the 12,000
soldier settlcrs are conecrnied, it wvould be
doing them the grcatest justice possible,
a1lthough other soîliers, who had nlot gone on
th(, land, would not bc gix en any correspond-
ing favour. The soldier settiers would no
longrr be subjected te caîls from officiai col-
lecters on dates wvhen the intercst feul due.
If a soldier sold a cow, bie would nlot have the
moey taken aïway froim him as a contribution
1owards the balance owing to the Govcrnment.
HP would bP gix en comrpIcte contrai ever bis
lands andi would be in a better position than
ever before te mnake good.

I (lisagrec withi the statement that bas been
inade here this afternoen that the wiping off
of 30 per cent of the indebtedness of every
solier settier xvould net result in anv ioss of
iioncv to the Governmient, because tbe mioney
îs gene anywav. That is an erreneous state-
ment. It is net gene in the cases of the 7,'400
inen wbe have kept up their paynients. In
their cases the asscts are as good as gold.
I want te make that point clear. We must
be fair in our statemient of facts. This Bill
îvould resuit in the wiping off of $11,000,000,
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and of this sum probably $2,000,000, at tbe
very outside, would be a less in any event.
Tbere would still be $9,000,000 of assets which.
wouid net be destroyed if this Bill were nlot
passed.

I do net like this Bill at ail. I think it is
very unjust to the people of the country, and
espeeially unfair te tbe returned men ini
generai, wbo wvill flot henefit by it. 1 arn
satisfied tbat the returned men wiil se regard
it. I hope tbat during the coming recess tbe
Government xvill take into consideration the
advisabiiity of wiping tbe siate dlean by turn-
ing over te tbe soidier settiers ail their lands
and equipment.

Hon. Mr. ROBINSON: May 1 ask for some
information? We bave had figures as te valu-
ations sbowing that about $37,000,000 is still
lef t. Is there anytbing te show bow mucb is
oxving from this family settlement scheme and
from tbe civilians wbo bougbt lands?

Hon. Mr. BLACK: Those figures are net
included in this statement at ail. These figures
are applicable only te the soldiers placed on
the ]and.

Hon. Mr. ROBINSON: There must bc a
large amouint owin.- from these other people.

Hon. Mr. BLACK: There are a few million
dollars. I de net tbink, however, tîxat wvould
aiffect the situation at ail. Fewer than 3,000
setlers are comieg in under this other scbc me.
The amount is net very large.

Hon. '-Ir. ROBINSON: Would it bc 825,-
000,000?

Hon. Mr. BLACI(: Pcrhaps the honolirable
menîber who was bead of that Department
(Hon. Mr. Forke) could sav. I have the im-
pression that it is a very mucb smaller ameount.

Hon. Mr. FORKE: 1 couid net make any
dPtinite st.îtenxent as te tbe amounit. There
xvere about 20,000 farms bouglit by tue Gox -
orniiieet. There are now 12,000 soldie.' set-
tiers on the land.

Hon. Mr. BLACK: That is net the question.

lien. MIr. FORKE: I am coming te it. That
wviil ieî\ e 8,000 or 10,000 farms cither je the
poessc..ion ef the Gov ernmcnt er sold te civil-
izacs. Those faims bave bcen seld on long-
terni piymnents. 1 cie net tink thil question
bas receix cd very riucih consideratien in the
disciis-joni of the Seidier Sottiomoent Board. I
think the. showicg wveuld be better if the
figures wvcre properly tabuiatcd. 'Many of these


