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to the board under speciai circurnstances
to relax the ruies to some extent. That
proviso, of course, should be worded wlth a
great deai of eare, so as to do justice to the
rallways and to tbe public. Rt is weiI'
knrown, as bas been stated, tbat at times
there ls sucb an accumulation of trafflc that
tixe rallway compaTiies cannot cope wltb
It. They are simply unabie to, carry it at
once, and tbey shouid flot be ieft at the
mercy of the public and exposed to ail sorts
of suits for damages ;but. on the other
band, tbe rules should be such that unles
relaxed by the board the public would be
guaran-teed that their goods would be car-
ried prornptly, and therefore tbat tbe oh-
ject of the first portion of the clause would
be secured. I suggest that the clause be
alIowed to stand.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWEL-I have
no objection to It standing, but it seems to
me the suggestion of the lion. gentleman Is
about as impracticable a one as you could
put in the law. A glut of traffic arises at a
particular time. How is the bo-ard to decide
whether it sbould relax this regulation or
not ? Tbe board is at Ottawa; the difficulty
arises at Winnipeg or Calgary ; ow can the
board deai witb It ? We should either nuie
It Imperative, as it is in the Bill, or give
reasonable fine for carrying it out. ' Witx-
out unureasonable delay' is clear enough, or
'wlthout unnecessary delay,' whicbever
word you wish to use. The word 'unireason-
able? or the word *unîîeces."ry ' with the
words whlch follow, would be qulte suffi-
cient, and witb tbe words used further on in
tbe clause, 'witb due care and diligence,' 1
thlnk we are imposlng on tbe railways al
that Is necessary for the protection of the
public. The fourth subelause, to whlcb my
attention lias been called, meets another
case altogether. It says :

4. If ln any case such accommodation la not,
ln the opinion of the board, furnished by the
cornpany, the board may order the cornpany to
furnish the sarne withîn such Urne or during
such period as the board deems expedient, hav-îng regard to ail proper Interests. 51 V., c. 29,
s. 246, part Arn.

I take It that means if a certain number of
cars are flot avallabie at the time, or tliey
have not sufficient cars to carry the freigbt
offered to them, then the board cornes l
and orders the companiy to furniali the cars
and do the work.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-Tbe phrase
that follows the one that we are speaking
about, ' and shahl wi-thout delay and wlth
due care and diligence,' sufficie-ntly quali-
fies the expression ' witbout delay,' because
If the company acts with due care and dili-
gence I think fi will do Its duty under this
clause.

Hon. Mr. EDWARDS-W.bo is goixxg to
determine that ?

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND-Witb tlîis
quaification I do not know .wha.t harm
there would be to add ' without uudue de-
Iay.'

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-This refera Io two
things. The delay is with reference to the
forwarding of gouds, the due care refera
to the handling. I tbink the words * witbi-
out delay,' on full consideration, would be
better qualified as bas been suggested.
There are differeat kinds of freigbt, and
railway companies have a riglit to recog-
nlze the difference between goods which
are perishable, and goods whichi are not
perishable, an-d they sbould bave some dis-
cretion in giving a preference to perishable
goods. If you put la the word 'unirea soii-
able,' It would meet that case.

Hon. Mr. MeMULLEN-The clause as it
stands meets the case fully. 1 endorse the
remarks made by the lion. gentleman from
Rocklancl (Hon. Mr. Edwards). Tbe rail-
way in our section last year couid flot furnlsb
cars to shippers for several weeks, and tile
general reply was, that duriiig the fail s0
many cars had to be sent to the Nortb-west
to meet the demand of Manitoba, that ship-
pers ln our section bad to walt. That was
tbe general answer given to applications
for cars. Railways are auxious to forward
ail the freight given to thern, juat as quickly
as they can. It Is a loss to n railway to
keep a car on the track loaded. Railways
wlll ean more rnoney by rusbing forward
their f relght, and utilizing their rolling stock
when traffic la abundant, tlhan by le avixig
their cars standing on the sidinga. 1 thinlc
some of the complaints of our hon. friends
from the w-est are unwarranted. 1 believe
honestly the Canadian Pacific Railway bave
done everything la their power to xneet tile
enormous Increase l traffic lu the last two
years. Tbey virtually have bad three crops
to bandle ln two years. The eoinpany fur-


