[MARCH 20, 1894]

Similarly to the Pribylov Islands—and the
“ne agreed upon between England and

ussla is a zone of thirty miles. This zone
of 60 geographical miles is calculated to
render it almost useless for Canadian sealers
to go to the neighbourhood of the Pribylov
_ISlapds. The Alaska Commercial Company
IS glven a practical monopoly of the seal fish-
!ng in the neigbourhood of the Pribylov
Islands. That is the first regulation and
it:a.t 1s bad enough. The second regulation

a ’(I;he two governments shall forbid their citizens
s“ subjects, respectively, to kill, capture or pur-
e“‘i, N auy manner whatever, during the season
‘i)l( ending each year from the lst of May to the
'h.s:“ of July, both inclusive, the fur-seals on the
O;g hsea, in the part of the Pacific Ocean, inclusive
of tth e }}ehrmg Sea, which is situated to the nerth
of ‘f 35th degree of north latitude and eastward
tmt.e 180th degree of longitude from (Greenwich,
arti l]t strikes the water boundary described in
St lt,c e 1 of the Treaty of 1867, between the United
2tes and Russia, and following that line up to
hring Straits,
'irhls article forbids the killing of seals, not
0" the Behring Sea only, not even in the
Cf(’)‘;“ 82 10 the north and west of British
) lulnbla, but actually forbids the killing of
l:f,‘ east of longitude 180°, from about the
) itude of San Francisco north to Behring
S rails.  You start from the latitude of
man.F.ra,ncxscO, and run west to the 180th
el"'“?mll ‘Of longitude, and then north to
S e]““g Strait, and in all that region, our
f:a ers are not to be allowed to kill seals
wm.nhﬂ_’e Ist day of May to the 31st of July,
aft:’ 18 Just the season when they go out
o r seals.' They can kill seals, if they can
g . "Ghem, In August, September and Octo-
l’x;md afterwards ; but the seals are not
wh had then. At the season of the year
vaoh the privilege of killing seals is of ‘any
iy i‘e, our fishermen are forbidden to kill
wl‘:‘ SI’ ot only in Behring Sea, but in the
mess % Pacific Ocean, east of the 180th
cann 1an.  The hon. gentleman says Ameri-
X S are excluded too, but the Commercial
jusl:lpany of Alaska is not excluded. It
s tall:ne&ns this, that the most extreme care
sible ®0 10 provide that the greatest pos-
number of seals shall go to the Priby-

lov Islands wh
, Where they can be slaughtered
by the Alagka Compan};. vane

Hon,
fot o ff.“‘ MACDONALD (B.C.)—I can-

resI:ﬁ,n' Mr. POWER—That must be the
- If nobody else is allowed to kill
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seals in the Pacific Ocean or Behring Sea,
it follows of course that the men who are
allowed to kill them at the Pribylov Islands
to which they all resort, are going to be
benetited and nobody else. There has been
nothing whatever done to prevent the indis-
criminate and unlimited slaughter of seals
while they are on the shore. A regulation
to that effect was proposed on behalf of
Canada, but refused by the United States.
Article 6 of the Regulation says :—

The use of nets, firearms and explosives shall be
forbidden in the fur-seal fishing. This restriction
shall not apply to shot guns when such fishing
takes place outside of Behring Sea, during the sea-
son when it may be lawfully carried on.

Now the only way in which our Canadian
sealers as a rule have killed seals has been
by shooting them with shot guns. They are
not to be allowed to use shot guns in the
Behring Sea at all, and not on the Pacific
Ocean, at the season when seals areto be
found there. Practically the ragulations are
prohibitory. It has been stated by the hon.
leader of the Government and I think by
some other hon. gentlemen, and it was stated
in another place also, that vessels were fitted
out this year for the seal fishing as usual.
I happen, for the best of reasons, to know
something about that matter. Where have
the vessels gone that have been fitted out in
Victoria this year? They have gone to the
regions west of the 180th meridian. They
have gone to the coast of Japan and the
coast of the continent of Asia. The people
of British Columbia interested in the sealing
business look upon these regulations as being
practically prohibitory. If the people of
the United States had succeeded—if their
claim to exclusive jurisdiction in the Behring
Sea had been recognized, could things have
been worse! They did not claim exclusive
jurisdiction in the Pacific Ocean, they
claimed it only in Behring Sea. If their
claim to exclusive jurisdiction in Behring
Sea had been recognized, our sealers would
have been better off to-day, because then
they could have killed seals in the Pacific
Ocean without restriction, while now they
are shut out from the Pacific Ocean at
large as well as from Behring Sea. I can
readily understand why the Canadian
arbitrators should not have assented to
these regulations. This paragraph of the
Speech is in itself unobjectionable, because
there is no tone of boasting aboutit; and T
agree with the gentlemen who have spoken



