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However that is flot the important point. The important point is
that it was perceived and stili is perceived by the people of
Canada flot to be working to the best effect that it could. Wc
decided as part of our campaign strategy that we would agree to
do something about the Young Offenders Act.

As soon as the Minister of Justice took office he began
holding meetings with his coileagues in the Liberal Party to
develop a strategy. The strategy that was developed was men-
tioned by my hon. friend, the last speaker. It was very clearly a
two-stage process.
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Stage one is to deal with the immediate concerns that we feel
were brought to* us by the people of Canada, namely, violent
offenders, young offenders. Stage two is to conduct a complete,
extensive section by section review of the act, taking as much
time as is nccessary, examining it ini parliamnentary committee,
listening to the views and concerns of the Bloc Quebecois, of the
Reform Party, of the Liberal government and anybody cisc who
feels like coming ini. For example, the the NDP might want to
corne i and make a contribution.

When we take that second step procesa, we wilI then be able to
examine and consider with the benefit of expert testimony and
opinion the various points that have been made throughout this
debate including, for example, lowering tic age to whatever age
it might be. Should it be 10? Should it be eight? Should it be
seven as it was under the juvenile delinquents act? Why was it
raised frorn seven to twelve? 1 do flot know. Should it be moved
dlown to 10? Should it be moved dlown to seven? These arc Uic
kinds of questions that are going to take somc tirne to discuss.

In thc meantime we have something in front of us, Bill C-37. I
really only want to spend Uic few minutes that 1 have on thrce
sections. I would ask colleagues on Uic other side whether they
agree or disagree with the preambles found in section 1 of Uiis
act which 1 arn going to read in their entirety as Uiey would
amend paragraph 3(1)(a) of thc Young Offenders Act.

are not adults. In my view children should flot be
exactly the same way as aduits.

Therefore the debate then becomes this. What i5
Under what circumstances is the behaviour s0 egregii
is necessary to take that child and say: -Okay, you
child. For the pur-poses of what you have done, yo
treated as an aduit". Those circumstances are fev
between.

Thcy are delineated in section 8 of the bill dca
section 16 of Uic Young Offenders Act. Those are ve
set out. If a young person is alleged to have comm
degree murder or second degree murder, Uic taking of;
something that is sufficient to take Uiern out of Uic
being deait with as a child.

Second, atternpting to commit murder, a very seriou
manslaughter, technically one step below murder; ai
sexual assanit or aggravated assault, these are ail viole]
They are thc kinds of crimes which make people say th
is enough, young people are not going to be allowcd,
and then be given Uic opportunity to be treated as if
walked into a local Beckcrs store and stolen a choc
because the two offences are cntirely different.

unes nave wo oc arawn. in mis case j
years of age 15 reasonable. You car,
you are charged with committing a
ably you have Uic wherewithal to
court.
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