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The Bloc Quebecois hopes that aboriginal leaders will de-
nounce the comments made by Mr. Oskaboose, so as to pro-
mote, on both sides, the open-mindedness which will lead to
agreements such as the ones which were recently signed by
Quebec and the Crees and which will foster peace and co—op-
eration between our peoples.
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[English]

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we have been
down this road before: Liberal, Tory, same old story.

If the minister of public works is not too busy pork barrelling
or designing a statue of himself for his memorial parkway he
might want to take a Sunday drive down the scenic 104 highway,
where he will find a message on a billboard unveiled today by
the Reform Party and concerned citizens of Wentworth Valley.

Up until this point the minister has refused to listen to the
people. Maybe this message will get through to him. Diversion
of $26 million so that the minister can buy votes in his riding is
simply unacceptable behaviour, and taxpayers are not going to
take it any more. Nova Scotians and all Canadians are sick and
tired of the despicable political practices of the Conservatives
and now the Liberals, especially of the minister from Cape
Breton.

What does the sign say to the minister? It says ““$26 million is
highway robbery. Give it back to highway 104”.
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TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Stan Keyes (Hamilton West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today
is national transportation day and next week is national trans-
portation week in Canada.

Organizations have scheduled a variety of transportation
related activities and seminars in major cities around the coun-
try, including Hamilton, Ontario, where the ninth annual in-
ternational Great Lakes—St. Lawrence mayors conference will
discuss, among other matters, transportation issues.

The theme of national transportation week is “Careers in
Transportation: Opportunities, Training, Skills”’. As the Minis-
ter of Transport has said, the coming century will bring new
pressure to increase Canada’s productivity. This pressure will
have an enormous impact on the skilled professionals who
design, build, operate, and maintain our transportation system.

Today’s dedicated transportation workers are expected to be
skilled in technology, management, administration, and public
relations. As we pay tribute to the skilled and dedicated people
who keep our transportation system running, we must also
ensure that those who succeed them have new skills needed for
the 21st century.

Oral Questions

I also want to congratulate Mr. Geoffrey Elliot, the national
transportation person of the year. Without his timeless efforts
Canadians would not have the many benefits resulting from the
recent open skies agreement with the United States.
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ATLANTIC FISHERY

Mr. Francis G. LeBlanc (Cape Breton Highlands—Canso,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the snow crab fishery in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence has emerged as one of the real success stories in the
Atlantic fishery.

This year it will generate more than $275 million in economic
benefits in a few short weeks. Success presents a tough policy
challenge for the minister of fisheries, who has to set the rules
for managing this resource. He must ensure that (a) the snow
crab stock is not overfished; (b) the number allowed to fish this
resource can make a reasonable return; and (c) the economic
benefits from this common property resource are shared equit-
ably.

Determining how many fishermen can participate in the snow
crab fishery and what the size of their individual quotas should
be has proven to be among the thorniest aspects of reconciling
these policy objectives. This year the minister has adopted a
novel and ingenious approach for dealing with this difficult
problem. He has allocated a portion of the total allowable catch
of snow crab to a number of fishermen’s associations and has
challenged them to find a way to fish their allocation safely and
responsibly and to share the benefits fairly among those who do
not have regular snow crab licences.
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The fishermen are rising to the challenge. They have formed
companies and worked out harvesting and processing strategies
to share the benefits of this temporary allocation.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation)

BOSNIA

Mr. Gilles Duceppe (Laurier—Sainte-Marie, B.Q.): Mr.
Speaker, a week after the latest escalation in the conflict in
Bosnia, when 370 peacekeepers, including 55 Canadians, were
taken hostage by Serbian forces, there has been a flurry of
statements and meetings which failed to produce any concrete
results leading to the release of the hostages. This morning, the
International Red Cross said that the Bosnian Serbs told them
they would release the hostages unconditionally, either today or
tomorrow.



