
Indian Affairs

first published 1 feit, perhaps naively, that this document
would cause the government to take serious action in this area.
1 also anticipated that the government would do something
about the problems which Indian people in the cities face, but
1 have seen no evidence of that so far.

The Winnipeg Indian Council has often corne to me about
the fact that the Department of lndian Affairs does flot deliver
its services in the city. It seemit to stop-

Mr. Orlikow: Writes them off.

Mr. Keeper: -it writes them off when native people move
into the urban environment. Certainly this is not acceptable to
the status Indians who live in the cities, nor us it good for the
over-ali community because it means there are serious prob-
lems which arc not receiving adequate attention. This policy
must be changed. The lndian Affairs Department should not
write off Indian people when they move to the cities.

The governrnent bas a clear responsibility to the status
Indians. but with regard to non-status Indians its obligation is
not aIl that clear. While there us no specific clause in the
constitution which outlines the federal government's responsi-
bility to non-status Indians, clearly, because of the seriousness
and the national scope of the problems, the federal goverrnent
does have a responsibility to become involved so that provincial
governments and local communities can adequately deal with
these very serious problems faced by both status and non-
status I ndians.

There are several parts to this motion. It refers to the
-failure- of the governrnent, which raises the question of wbat
is the benchmark for failure? It is not whether the governiment
is doing a little more or whether there is some improvement.
The benchmark should refer to the disparity bctween the living
conditions of Indian people and the over-alI population. Clear-
ly, against that benchrnark, the government has failed. It mnust
take more aggressive action in this area. When the motion
refers to self-reliance, we think of it in terms of self-help. The
governmnent must move to help Indians where they seek to help
theitelves. It is no use simply to allocate money for probleis
unless that money is used in prîîgramns which have been
designed by Indian people.

There is one gap in thc motion. By and large tl is a good
motion, but it contains no specifie reference to living condi-
tions, although tl is implied in the words -failure to proteet the
culture, language and health of' Canada's Indian peoples".
However, tl would be belpful if it were spelled out more
clearly. Accordingly, 1 move. seconded by the hon. member for
Regina East (Mr. de Jong):

Th.îî the mlotion be anmended by insertîng therein. immedî,îîely ifier the wýord
"he.îlîh. the folloming n.ords-

-ad liv ing corditions"

1 move my motion because 1 believe that the motion,
whether it refers to scîf-reliance. culture or language, is really
bascd upon the living conditions under which people suffer
toda\ and this, fundamentally, is what must be changed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): 1 thank the hon. member
for Winnipeg-St. James (Mr. Keeper) for having provided the
Chair with a copy of the amendment in advance. In a proce-
duraI sense, 1 find it acceptable and in order.

Mr. Lorne Greenaway (Cariboo-Chilcotin): Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to begin today by referring to three articles which
recently appeared in the Toronto Globe and Mail. These tbree
commentaries dealt with the plight of our native people in
present-day Canada. They were written by Mr. David Lanca-
shire, the chief feature writer of The Globe and Mail. Allow
me to quote the first paragraph of article number one, which
appeared on page 10 of the October 18, 1980, issue:

They cill theriselves refugees [n iheir own land. They crowd bv the thousand
n the downirndden districts of big cities across the country, some I 5.000 in

Monirea,il perhaps 30.000 in Toronto and the sanie nr Winnipeg, 20.000 or more

ýn Vancouver. Theit ,re Canada', urban Indî,îns, who have iraded the povcrtý of'
their rescrves ,and sett!menis for poverty and racial discrimination in the bright

lîg h ts
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Let me quote from the first paragraph of the second article
found on page 7 of the October 20 issue. It reads:
Vv'e havie got 1 1 1 houses on the reserves'. says Rotand Crowe. Chiel ot the

Pi.ipmi Indian baind outside Regina, 'and oui, four of temn haîve running %aier

or sen.îge disposîl. There are alîiiosl no jobs, and 279 of iîur people have ioved
,iwiy. A loti of families are on ucelfare lThe younger band members ire giTfg
vcrN depressecd aînd frusîrated, but ne aîre beller offthan r0051 wie ,îre .în upper
îîîîddle-class Indian reserve'

Finally, 1 would like to quote the lead-off statement in the
final article which appeared on lucsday, October 21. It reads:
The 1 980s must bc aî decade of decîsTons ,and aîctions, lthe whiite mian v,.s saiTng.

but the Indians dîdn't pay much heed. Allter 100 vears of what m.iny Indî,îns
regard .as cîopty promiiises. and iii a dei.ade v hen a minîsier in Ottaîwa c.în st)l
torhrd .an IndT,în tii raiTse ci.hckens on a reserve 1,600 kilornetres away. it sounded
i e moîîre enipty tais 1lThe w hie Tma in was Primti M i nstcr Pierre Trudea,iu h i.

auindence in Oiî.îw. I,îst April wîs .a gathering of chiefs aînd eiders [rom Indî,Tn
bands ,icross lthe counnrv. (.,nada's îre,îînenî of ils naive peoples h.îs bcen a
t,îîalurc. Mr. Trudeau ,.onfessed. ,and simply pourîng I,îrger amounîs of iîioney
inio the sînie progr.îms w il liit work eîlher. He told lthe ihiefs the lîllie had

contîe [Tir I ndia ns to set i hei r own ain. t is finhie, sa id M r. Trudeau, t'or I nd ian
baînds 10 be gîven aî chaince 10 govern themselves.

The first two quotations illustrate that the problemit faced
by native people are very real, and are still with us. The last
one indicates that we have a Prime Minister (MIr. Trudeau)
who publicly. at any rate, hait the solution. But the Prime
Minister of this country admitted publicly on April 29, 1980,
that Canada*s treatment of native peoples hait been a failure.
For once, 1 find myself in complete agreement with the right
hon. gentleman.

The Knox report, or to give it its proper title, Survey of
Indian Conditions, published this spring, documented very
clearly what an absolute disaster government programs have
been. This report provides the following dismal list of statis-
tics. These statisties, 1 am sure you will agree, sound as if tbey
were derived from somne fourtb-rate, Third World, poverty-
strieken nation. N4entioning the I bird World remindit me that
one of our best known Canadian Indian chiefs. George Manuel
of British Columbia, coined the phrase, "The Fourtb World-
n reference to our native Indians. As a matter of fact, he is the
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