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and through this corporation. The nations of
Europe are demanding iong-term. lans and
trade and commerce; and only governments,
flot private individuais, can carry on trade
with them. If, as suggested by members of
the Progressive Conservative party here to-
night, the government did flot bring in such
a bill as this, it would mean that we would
be isolated from the major trade routes of
the world. It is flot a question of wbat you
want or do not want. lIt is a question of
what you have to do when you are facing a
given condition. It wouid be nonsensical not
to put through sucb a bill as this, and the
gavernment bas come ta that conclusion
through being faced with bard facts. -More and
more this gavernment wiil have to enter into
this form of enterprise, whether they like it
or not. Some of the ministers have stated that
they are going to salve our problems through
good aid Manchester Liberalism. But bere is
proof that this government is entering into
trade relations with ather governments.

Mr. JACKMAN: In answer ta one or two
suggestions made by the hon. member for
Vancouver East, I arn sure tbat the beip the
government is getting from the ieft wing must
be valuable. The han. member who iast spake
said that this is a clear example of tbe manner
in wbich aur gavernment is being farced into
the position of trading with other gavernments.
Certainiy that is not wbat we believe, and
wbat I think the majarity af Canadians
believe, is the best tbing for Canadian pros-
perîty and aur standard of living. The hon.
member for Vancouver East did have a word
or twa ta say on the question wbetber or
nat business in Canada iiked this measure.
May I say ta the minister that thase of us
in tbe officiai opposition who may appear ta
be critical of the measure are nat necessariiy
against it; but even if certain organizations
may or nat have put their imprimatur on it
that is no reason wby we sbould not carefuily
examine the legisiation instead af passing it
witbout iooking into it, as aur frîends of the
C.C.F. wauid do. There is a strang tinge of
socialism in it and that is ta tbem proof of
its goodness. I suggest ta the minister that,
while we may seem unduly critical at times,
s0 far as this measure is cancerned, ail we wisb
is ta understand it and ta make sure that it
is in the interests of the Canadian people,
because we represent ail the people in aur
ridings and flot any particular section, as
those in same parties may or may nat do. We
want ta know what it is about, and it is a fair
question ta ask wbetber the minister intends
this measure ta have a long life or a short
one during tbe transition periad. He bas
toid us that he expects it will expire in the

course of two or tbree years. I hope that is
the story that be is teiling the able men wbom
be is getting ta administer the legislatian,
because you cannot pick gaad men out of the
bat, offer tbem employment for a few years
and then drap them uniess the department wili
find a place for tbem afterwards. That is, I
suggest again, ana ther reason that the iess
government has ta do witb business, the bet-
ter it wiil be ail around. Business is a con-
tinuing affair; at any rate it strives ta be
continuing, and you cannat keep the best
brains empioyed and expect them ta serve
you for a few years if yau do nat provide
some other place for them wben you cease
to have need of tbem. The minister has said
that the life of this corporatian wiil be, he
expects, oniy two or tbree years.

Mr.. GREEN: The minister spoke af the
purcbasing of commodities under international
contrai. When be made bis statement an
April 2 ha rcfcrred ta sugar, tea, ails and fats.
Wiil he tell us bow these commodities have
been purchased hitherto for Canadians?

Mr. MacKINNON: The commadities men-
tioned bave been purchased by the Canadian
export board up ta the present time.

Mr. GREEN: For bow many years bas that
been donc? Have they been buying ail the tea,
ails, fats, and sugar?

Mr. MacKINNON: I wouid not like ta give
a definite answer ta that question at the
moment. I think it is oniy reasonabie and
fair when a minister is presenting a bill, wbiie
be is being questioned on the tecbnical aspects
of the legisiation, that he sbouid bave bis
officiais in front of him. It is aniy a short
time before we shahl be going aver the whoie
question again, and I suggest that the ques-
tions wbicb are being asked now can best be
answered when the officiais are bere.

Mr. GREEN: The bouse is in committee
now. Ordinariiy the minister wouid bave bis
officiais befare bim at this very time. If tbey
are not here it is not aur fauit; it is bis own
fault, and ha bas no rigbt ta suggest that a
member of tbe apposition asking questions
shauid wait until the bouse is in cammittee
on the bill. When the bouse is in committee
on the bill it wiii be after the second read-
ing and tbe principie of tbe bill wiil bave been
appraved.

Mr. MacKINNON: Wbetber carrectiy or
not, I have been informed that the officiais are
not allowed on the floor of tbe bouse until a
bill is before tbe committee after second
reading.

Mr. GREEN: That is flot rigbt.


